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Organizer: Ma Khin Mar Mar Kyi (Oxford University)

Discussants: 

Ma Khin Mar Mar Kyi (Oxford University)

Hiroko Kawanami (Lancaster University)

Makiko Takeda (Aichi Gakuin University)

Chosein Yamahata (Aichi Gakuin University)

Naomi Hellmann (Max Planck Institute)

DAY TWO: 17.08.2017

~SESSION 5: 8:30 AM-10:00 AM~

Room No 6

NICHES AND NETWORKS OF EXPERTISE: NEGOTIATING 
, SCIENCE, AND ECONOMY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

AND BEYOND (1)

Organizers: Agus Suwignyo Andreas Weber 
(University of Twente)

Panel abstract: Over the last two centuries, Southeast Asia has witnessed 
the rise of a wide variety of governmental and non-governmental networks 
of expertise related to issues of citizenship, economy and science. By 
conceptualizing such networks as temporary niches in which individuals with 
transnational backgrounds came together to identify, formulate and perform 
their responses to perceived challenges in society, this panel problematizes 
sociological accounts which take more rigid categories such as ‘nation-
states’, ‘economic growth’, or the ‘knowledge society’ as analytical starting 
points. Instead of suppressing the historic role of experts and their networks 
in shaping Southeast Asia, contributors to this panel study a polycentric 
and variegated landscape of political activists, engaged citizens, poets, 
educationists, naturalists, businessmen, medical doctors. Taken together 
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that the concept of niches is a good heuristic tool to reconstruct and evaluate 
the functioning and impact of transnational expert networks in Southeast 
Asia and beyond. Second, by zooming in on different groups of experts and 
the controversies they created, it has the potential to unravel the multifaceted 
agencies that helped shape the institutional polities in Southeast Asia many 
existing studies have generally ignored. 

Plants, Networks, and Empire: Towards a New History of the Botanical 
Garden in Bogor in the Early Nineteenth Century 
Andreas Weber (University of Twente)

The history of the botanical garden in Bogor (formerly Buitenzorg) allows 
a fresh view on co-evolutionary relationship between natural history and 
empire formation in the early nineteenth century Indonesian Archipelago. In 
the decades after its foundation in 1817, the garden gradually developed into 
an important niche for gathering expertise about the area’s natural resources. 
Not only naturalists, but also administrators used the garden as point of 

and beyond. By zooming in on the early years of the garden’s history, this 
paper shows that managing the garden was never a straightforward endeavor. 
Firstly, in order to develop the garden into a productive niche, local and long-
distance networks of expertise and material exchange needed to be established 

the colonial government. Taken together this paper makes two interrelated 
points: on one hand it argues that natural history and empire formation were 
closely intertwined endeavors. On the other hand, it illustrates that concept of 
‘co-evolution’ is an ideal tool to integrate the garden’s rich but understudied 
history in wider narratives which emphasize the negotiated character of natural 
historical knowledge production. 

Swiss Services in the Dutch Empire & Imperial Niches in Modern 
Switzerland, 1800-1900 
Bernhard Schaer (ETH Zürich)

Mercenaries, Traders, Plantation Owners, Scientists, Financiers, Development 
experts – there is a long, yet barely known, history of Swiss expertise and 
presence in Southeast Asia, starting in the VOC period, continuing during 
Dutch state colonialism after 1815 and transforming after Indonesiani 

of some of the networks and structures connecting Switzerland to the Dutch 
Colonial Empire since the 16th century and provide an overview of typical 
‘Swiss services’ for Dutch Colonial Rule in the Region. Secondly, I will 
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discuss a particular group of service providers in more detail: the role of Swiss 

century. How did they create ‘Swiss niches’ in the Dutch Empire, and how 
did their later careers in Switzerland create imperial Southeast Asian niches in 
modern Switzerland?

Negotiating Museum Narratives: the Sarawak Museum within Local and 
Global Collecting Networks, 1880-1940 
Jennifer Morris (National University of Singapore / Sarawak Museum)

As a site of knowledge collection and dissemination, the Sarawak Museum 
stood apart from other similar institutions in Southeast Asia during the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Although intimately connected to 
wider networks of scientists and collectors that spanned the British Empire 
and beyond, Sarawak’s political, economic and cultural status provided a 
unique context for the development of local collecting networks. While 
these were initially established by European scientists, with the support of 

the twentieth century, Sarawakians - particularly Iban - formed a region-

contributions to collections across Southeast Asia. This paper focuses on the 
Sarawak Museum’s network of collectors (both European and Sarawakian) 

the functioning of European power in Southeast Asia. Problematising 
conventional assumptions regarding museums as top-down European 
impositions onto local populations, the paper will consider the place of this 
institution and its collectors within local, imperial and trans-imperial scholarly 
networks. Through a combination of prosopography, individual biography and 
network study, the paper argues that local context, particularly perceptions of 
museums among colonial communities, was key in shaping the practice and 

Professional Services under AEC/AFAS Scheme: Comparing ASEAN4 
Countries Policy on Skilled Labor in Manufacturing Industry 
Nguyen Huong Quynh (Ritsumeikan University)

The paper aims to compare policies in the ASEAN4 countries (Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam) on skilled labor in manufacturing industry 
in light of ASEAN effort to integrate its professional services sector under 
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)/ASEAN Framework Agreement in 
Services (AFAS) scheme. It is under such a scheme that “free movement 
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of skilled labor” is expected and aspired by ASEAN member countries. 
Manufacturing industry, particularly automotive industry, is selected due 
to its wide-ranging regional scope covering most of the ASEAN4 countries 
industrial and economic development. To upgrading the country’s automotive 
technology, the human resources development play an important role because 
this is the work forces to receive and adapt to the new technology from 
foreign countries. Human resources development would not only depend on 
foreign resources,but also domestic education policies from primary to higher 
education, which is important issue as a basis for technology transfer. The 
paper choose Japanese automotive industry as a case study to see how the 
preparation of Southeast Asian countries toward the “skilled labour” in terms 

several technology trasfer the the host countries through government support 

strategies of Southeast Asia local government in investment and vocational 
education and higher education policies in manufacturing industry to respond 
the technology transfer and utilize the transition of Japanese technology 
in order to upgrade skilled labor forces. It is assumed that the policies are 
aimed to improve technical skills and know-how of the skilled labor which 
are required by manufacturing industry and are supplied by educational 
institutions. It is also expected that cooperation between public sectors and 

in upgrading the quality of human resources capability in the manufacturing 
industry Keywords: ASEAN, skilled labor, vocational education and training, 
manufacturing industry 

Room No 7

VIOLENCE AND POLITICS OF ORDER-MAKING IN SOUTH EAST 
ASIA (1)

Organizers: Laurens Bakker (University of Amsterdam), Kari Telle (Chr. 
Michelsen Institute, Norway)

Panel abstract: In many Southeast Asian societies, the making of order and the 
provision of security are not the monopoly of the state but concern a variety 
of actors that apply violent as well as non-violent repertoires of order making 
and security provision. Order is thus created locally and its contents shaped 
by local settings that involve cultural, religious as well as state-based norms 
(Kyed and Albrecht, 2015). As such, order and the manner in which it is 
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reformed rather than fundamentally transformed. This takes particular salience 
given that the proponents of “sustainable hydropower” are seeking to take 

Green Climate Funds. Throwing doubt on claims that processes of ecological 
modernization and “green economy” are actually occurring as claimed by 
some, we argue that hydropower as a global industry are part of the forces that 
may inhibit work towards a social-ecological transformation of society.

Climate Debt, Climate Justice and Social-Ecological Transition in 
Southeast Asia 
Oliver Pye (Bonn University)

Southeast Asian delegates to UN climate negotiations refer to the climate debt 
of the North to demand substantial emissions reductions from the USA and 
Europe. This paper argues that rather than being part of a broader movement 

business as usual domestically. Taking a look at resource extractivism, 
agriculture, energy and transport across the region, it will be shown that the 
economic boom in Southeast Asia developed in a particular way that gave 
the commanding heights of industry to large ‘fossil fuel corporations’ which 
actively prevent a social-ecological transition to a post-carbon economy. 
Although Southeast Asia has the potential to leapfrog the North in the 
direction of a carbon-neutral production system, the relations of production are 
preventing the further development of the forces of production. Unfortunately, 

scenarios, is too weak to shift this power imbalance. It will be argued that an 
inherited nationalist ideology is preventing this movement from developing 
class-based struggles for social-ecological transition.

~SESSION 6: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM~

NICHES AND NETWORKS OF EXPERTISE: NEGOTIATING 
, SCIENCE, AND ECONOMY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

AND BEYOND (2)

Organizers: Agus Suwignyo Andreas Weber 
(University of Twente)

Panel abstract: ver the last two centuries, Southeast Asia has witnessed the 
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rise of a wide variety of governmental and non-governmental networks 
of expertise related to issues of citizenship, economy and science. By 
conceptualizing such networks as temporary niches in which individuals with 
transnational backgrounds came together to identify, formulate and perform 
their responses to perceived challenges in society, this panel problematizes 
sociological accounts which take more rigid categories such as ‘nation-
states’, ‘economic growth’, or the ‘knowledge society’ as analytical starting 
points. Instead of suppressing the historic role of experts and their networks 
in shaping Southeast Asia, contributors to this panel study a polycentric 
and variegated landscape of political activists, engaged citizens, poets, 
educationists, naturalists, businessmen, medical doctors. Taken together 

that the concept of niches is a good heuristic tool to reconstruct and evaluate 
the functioning and impact of transnational expert networks in Southeast 
Asia and beyond. Second, by zooming in on different groups of experts and 
the controversies they created, it has the potential to unravel the multifaceted 
agencies that helped shape the institutional polities in Southeast Asia many 
existing studies have generally ignored.

School Teachers and the Dissolution of Colonial Citizenship in Indonesia, 
1945—1949 
Agus Suwignyo

The end of the Second World War in Indonesia shifted the people’s shared 
sense of belonging through the dissolution of the network of citizenship, 
which they had developed in colonial time. Although the shift was a 
consequence of the changing political circumstances, the process was 
particularly problematic for the school teachers, European and Indonesian 
alike, who had served as a functional elite and cultural pillar of the colonial 
state. The aim of this paper is to examine the process of the dissolution of 
colonial citizenship by portraying the professional network of school teachers 
in Indonesia in the aftermath of the War, from 1945 to 1949. Verbatim analysis 
of individual experiences shows that those teachers were entrapped by an 
ambivalent feeling with regard to the course of the shared sense of belonging 
they would have to take following the end of the War. Many continued to be 
inclined to the imagination of colonial modernity regardless of the changing 
political context and the professional network they had lost. This paper 

the complexity of citizenship making that was part and parcel of the state 
formation in the post-War Southeast Asia. However, this complexity was 
superseded by grand narratives of state’s politics and the historiography, 
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paradigm.

Both Sides of the Border: Citizens, Migrants and the New Trans-
nationalism among Indonesians in Timor-Leste 
Andrey Damaledo (BAPPEDA of NTT Government)

The relationship between Indonesia and East Timor changed dramatically in 

Special Autonomy within Indonesia. But since mid-2003 both countries have 

engagement has so far been satisfactory with a total trade value of USD217 

This paper explores the transnational trade network and its patterns among 
Indonesians in Timor-Leste. In particular, I discuss the channels by which 
Indonesians and East Timorese engage one another, including the networks 
they use to rebuild their relationships and forge new ones following the violent 
and destructive separation in 1999. I argue that an understanding of such a 
channels exemplify the case that national boundaries between Indonesia and 

increasing numbers continue to negotiate their lives and families between two 
countries.

Engaged Women: Socio-Political Encounters and Citizenship in the 
Decolonization and the Cold War Indonesia, 1945s-1970s 
Widya Fitria Ningsih (VU University Amsterdam)

The paper intends to examine the socio-political encounters of women whose 
lives became entangled in the process of Indonesian decolonization in the 
Post-1945 which coincided with the Cold War. The chosen women were of 
diverse nationalities. Further, they were married to Indonesian (nationalists) 
and decided to make a much longer term commitment to Indonesia by staying 
and working on in Indonesia during this ‘wartime’ period. Subsequently, it 

transnational political interactions, the notion of belonging and citizenship. 
The paper argues that while the commitment was an intensely personal matter, 
their subsequent life and work could be seen as symbolic of the element of 

‘Western’ and ‘Eastern’ World. This paper also shows how the citizenship 
perspective changes all the time, more than the category of a political 
entitlement. This paper uses a bibliographical approach based on archival 
research. This paper is important to enrich the approaches to the Indonesian 
history, add new transnational perspective, and to unhinge methodological 
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nationalism and colonial determinism in post-war historiography.

Mutual Constructions of “Otherness” in Tourism and Souvenir Business, 
demonstrated by the examples of Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son 
Lukas Christian Husa (University of Vienna)

The aim of this paper is to deal with the effects of touristic imaginations of 
what is “typically” Thai in terms of the local handicraft production and the 
souvenir business and its development since the 1960s in the kingdom. By 
using the concept of the so called mutual gaze questions have to be raised 

and the cultural “other”. To do so, John Urry’s and Jonas Larsen’s concept 
of the so-called tourist gaze is used as a theoretical frame. For the present 
paper it seems necessary to divide this tourist gaze into two subcategories, 

gaze. In this context, it has to be asked on the producers’ side how touristic 
conceptions of Thai material culture

income for people in peripheral regions with few other economic alternatives. 
On the consumers’ side the question arises, what attributes tourists actually 
imagine of being “typical” for Thai material culture. In order to answer these 
questions, the types and form of production of items sold in contemporary 
touristic hotspots in the provinces of Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son, 
Northern Thailand
are derived from a series of qualitative interviews with producers of souvenirs 
in handicraft villages and from standardized, questionnaire based interviews 
with Western tourists in the Chiang Mai Night Bazaar area conducted in 2015 
and 2016.

Room No 7

VIOLENCE AND POLITICS OF ORDER-MAKING IN SOUTH EAST 
ASIA (2)

Organizers: Laurens Bakker (University of Amsterdam), Kari Telle (Chr. 
Michelsen Institute, Norway)

Panel abstract: In many Southeast Asian societies, the making of order and the 


