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INTRODUCTION 
Within the framework of capacity building and institutional development in the Earth Observation (EO) 
and Geo-Information (GI) sectors, a strong thrust towards establishment and use of international 
cooperative networks for education provision and exchange is noticed. In addition, other than traditional 
face-to-face modalities of knowledge transfer are in high demand and are gaining ground as major 
methods for capacity building. This is mainly driven by general globalization, developments in ICT, earth 
observation and geo-data access, mutual awareness of global environmental issues and benefits of 
sharing expertise. These collaboration initiatives are regularly confronted with legal obstacles related to 
the recognition of diplomas/degrees issued for education offered jointly by education providers from 
different countries. ITC, the International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation, 
operating in a network with a typical international focus, faces continuous problems over this issue.  
 
This issue has been also of major concern to international bodies such as the Group on Earth Observation 
(GEO) and the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS), in particular 
Commission VI (Working Groups 1 and 3). Together, ITC, GEO and ISPRS have therefore taken the 
initiative to organize an Executive Seminar on this subject on 1-2 November 2007 at ITC in Enschede, the 
Netherlands 
 
Goal 
To bring together providers of (international and cross-border) capacity building, experts in recognition 
(credential valuation and accreditation) and governance (quality assurance) of higher education 
qualifications, and professionals from the EO and GI sectors, to exchange knowledge and propose 
potential solutions on the issues of recognition and exchange of cross-border and international education 
& training products for earth observation.  
 
Objectives 
To formulate potential solutions to address recognition and accreditation problems experienced in cross-
border education activities in earth observation and geo-information education by: 
 Exchanging experiences in the earth observation and geo-information sector 
 Assessing gaps and defining best practices in this domain relative to the current needs for mutual 

recognition of education and training in the sector;  
 Exchanging experiences with accreditation in other scientific and educational sectors;  
 Bringing these gaps and requirements to the attention of national/regional accreditation bodies. 

 
Outcome 
Recommendations to GEO and ISPRS members, international capacity building providers, and higher 
education experts, on short-term priorities on the issue for improving best practices in this domain. 
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The content of the executive seminar 
 
Points of departure for the seminar centre around a number of key questions: 
 
The first central question of the executive seminar, therefore, is:  
 

“What are the bottlenecks that providers of cross-border capacity building in earth observation 
experience in national and international recognition and how do they handle them?’  

 
The second central theme is covered by the questions:  
 

“What solutions and guidelines for accreditation of cross-border capacity building and recognition 
of qualifications have already been developed?” 

 
The third central question is:  
 

“What (other) approaches to accreditation of cross-border education and international recognition 
of qualifications do exist in the Netherland?”. 

 
Discussions around these questions will give insight into which direction providers of capacity building 
should move to ensure that the cross-border capacity building services they provide in collaboration with 
providers in other countries, i.e. education, training and knowledge transfer are both nationally and 
internationally recognised. 
 
 
The format of the executive seminar 
 
The seminar will consist of four working sessions spread over two days, including a final reporting 
session, November 1 and 2.  The topics are: 
 
Session 1 Experiences with cross-border capacity building in earth observation 
   
Session 2 Solutions and guidelines for cross-border capacity building 
  
Session 3 Approaches to accrediting cross-border education in the Netherlands 
 
Session 4 Conclusion and recommendations for national and international  
   recognition of cross-border capacity building in earth observation 
 
 
Each working session will consist of a short introduction on the state-of-the-art of the session topic, two-
three speeches and a workshop. The speeches will be given by invited professionals of national and 
international organisations involved in quality assurance, credential valuation and accreditation of 
education and training.  Finally, participants will reflect on questions pertinent to the session topic in a 
workshop format.   
 
 
 
 



ITC Page 3 Version 5 December 2007 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
 
09:00 – 09.10  ITC Directorate: Sjaak Beerens – Director External Affairs 
   Opening of the Executive Seminar 
09.10 – 09.20  GEO Secretariat: Imraan Saloojee – Sr. Scientific Expert 
   Group on Earth Observation Systems of Systems 
 
Session 1:   Experiences with cross-border capacity building 
    in earth observation – bottlenecks for providers 
 
09.20 -  9.25  Chair: Fred Paats [ITC] 
   Introduction  
 
09.25 - 09.55  Asian Institute of Technology 
    Dr. Peter Haddawy – Vice President for Academic Affairs 
   AIT experiences in Quality assurance of International Education  
09.55 – 10.25  ITC 
    Ms. Ineke ten Dam – Education Specialist Bureau Education Affairs 
   Accreditation of joint education and international recognition of diplomas – ITC 
   experiences 
 
10.25 – 10.40  Coffee/tea break 
 
10.40 – 11.10  National Autonomous University of Mexico 
    Dr. Javier Laguna–Deputy Director Academic Cooperation Postgraduate Program 
   UNAM experiences with cross-border education recognition 
 
11.10 – 12.30 Workshop:  

Moderator Nynke Jo Smit [Institute of Social Studies – Academic Registrar] 
 
 
Session 2:  Solutions and guidelines for cross-border capacity 
      building 
 
14.00 - 14.05  Chair: Henrik Haggren [ISPRS WG VI/1] 
   Introduction  
 
14.05 - 14.15  ITC 
   Sjaak Beerens – Director External Affairs 
   Summary of results of the workshop questionnaire 
 
14.15 – 14.45  African Institute for Capacity Development  
    Dr. Josphat Mwatelah – Deputy Executive Director 
   Challenges and Efforts in Cross-border Capacity Building Initiatives in East Africa 
 
14.45 - 15:15  Association of Indian Universities 
    Prof. Dayanand Dongaonkar – Secretary General  
   Recognition of foreign education in India - Equivalence of Qualifications 
 
15.15 - 15.30  Coffee/tea break 
 
15.30 – 16.00  ITC 
   Chris Mannaerts - Associate Professor Department Water Resources 
   OECD/UNESCOGuidelines for Quality Provision in Cross-border Higher Education 
 
16.00 – 17.00 Workshop:  

Moderator Nynke Jo Smit [ISS] 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
 
Session 3:   Approaches to accrediting cross-border education in 

the Netherlands 
 
09.00 – 09.05   Chair: Imraan Saloojee [GEO Secretariat] 
   Introduction 
  
09.05 – 09.40 Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders [NVAO] 

 Mr. Axel Aerden – International Affairs 
Accreditation and cross-border education in Europe 

 
09.40 – 10.15  Technical University of Delft: Faculty of Aerospace Engineering  
    Ms. Irma Croese – Head Education and Student Affairs 
   Experiences with accreditation by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and 
    Technology [ABET] 
 
10.15 – 10.30  Coffee/tea break 
 
10.30 -  12.30   Workshop:  
    Moderator Nynke Jo Smit [ISS] 
 
 
  
Session 4:   Conclusions and recommendations for (inter)national 
   recognition of cross-border capacity building in earth 
   observation 
 
14:00-14:15  Chair: Nynke Jo Smit 
   Introduction 
 
14:15-16:00  Workshop: Moderators/reporters Nynke Jo Smit 
   Is there a need for international recognition of cross-border 
    capacity building in earth observation? 
    What are the requirements for such recognition? 
     
16:00-16:30  Coffee/tea break 
 
16:30-17:30   Report of workshop session 
   Conclusions and recommendations 
 

17:30  ITC Directorate 
  Closing  

 
   


