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MAKING A PRACTICAL TURN: PHILOSOPHICAL DESIGN TOOLS IN AN ETHICAL PARALLEL TRACK FOR 

INNOVATIONS 

Our research aims to contribute to the mutual and constructive collaboration between philosophy of 
technology and design research: a practical turn in the philosophy of technology. This means a 
variation and extension to the ‘empirical turn’ in the philosophy of technology. After the turn from 
abstract thinking about the essence of technology toward research based on empirical case studies 
about concrete technologies, we turn further to make philosophy of technology ‘practical’ by 
collaboration with design. This practical turn follows up on the R&D role for philosophers once 
proposed by Don Ihde and the notion of ethical accompaniment (cf. Gilbert Hottois) as employed by 
Peter-Paul Verbeek.  A central research question for making such a practical turn is what kind of work 
plan is needed for the implementation of a collaboration between philosophy and design? 

As one way of implementing the philosophy-design collaboration we propose an “ethical parallel track 
for innovations” with a number of interventions addressing specific ethical questions in different 
stages of an innovation process. 

• At start up: broadening of the problem analysis to address goals and values from a societal
perspective (ethical readiness check, impact forecasting, and stakeholder dialogue). 

• During development: striving for technical design adjustment for optimization by design of
usability, adoption, and societal impacts (design for impact, ethics pilots). 

• After implementation: assessment and evaluation of longer term effects and taking lessons for
future innovations (impact assessment, corporate strategy adjustment). 

In the sense of our practical turn we will illustrate (rather than fully validate) this parallel track with a 
practical example from a one-week Industrial Design Workshop at the University of Antwerp where 18 
students executed a conceptual design project for the improvement of public space. 




