
The ITC land administration group, in collabora-
tion with Kadaster International, has directly 

participated in the creation and development of 
land administration systems worldwide

It is a pleasure and often great fun to work together with other 
FIG members from all over the world, many of them ITC alumni
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ITC-University Twente is an academic member of FIG. Staff from 
the land administration domain are well represented within FIG, 
its various commissions, working groups and task forces. Jaap 
Zevenbergen, Christiaan Lemmen and Paul van der Molen are 
active contributors to FIG Commission 7: Cadaster and Land 
Management. They are driving forces in the discussion and 
development of innovative and pro-poor approaches in land 
administration. ITC has played a key role in Commission 2:  
Professional Education in the field of e-learning. Currently ITC is 
hosting the chair of FIG Commission 2. Over the years, ITC has 
organized and contributed to several FIG workshops and confer-
ences. In the FIG publications and proceedings, it is not difficult 
to find the names of ITC authors. Participating in this international 
professional organization has great benefits for ITC and the UT. 
Through its participation in FIG, ITC is well connected to the 
professional field. Technological developments have changed the 
work of the surveyor dramatically. The introduction of the broader 
concept of the land professional is a response to this develop-

FIG: Your Home away from ITC

Liza Groenendijk  e.m.c.groenendijk@utwente.nl 

You must all know FIG, the International Federation of Surveyors, with its bright red logo. But do you know about 
ITC’s active role in this professional organization? Let me give you a short (re-)introduction. FIG is a united 
Nations- and world Bank-recognized non-governmental organization of national member associations and covers 
the whole range of professional fields within the global surveying community. It provides an international forum 
for discussion and development, aiming to promote professional practice and standards. Ten commissions lead 
FIG’s technical work. 
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Liza Groenendijk

Eva-Maria Unger, Chair FIG Young Surveyors Network
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Liza Groenendijk is involved in the MSc and post-graduate course 
Land Administration. She is the portfolio holder Eastern Africa of the 
School of Land Administration studies.   
She is a member of the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) 
and she chairs Working Group 2.2. (e-Learning), Commission 2 
(Professional Education). www.fig.net/

Surveyors of tomorrow: it is us 
who are going to make a difference in the world!

• FIG YSN

Ensuring the rapid 
responce to change, ensuring the 
surveyor of tomorrow

• Chryssy Potsiou, FIG President

ment. UN-Habitat, the World Bank and FAO are well embedded in 
FIG. As an active member in FIG, ITC takes part in the main global 
platforms and think-tanks responding to the world’s major chal-
lenges, such as climate change, disaster management and re-
sponsible governance of tenure of lands, fisheries and forests. 
Being part of the FIG “family” means hard work − often in your 
spare time. But above all it is a pleasure and often great fun to 
work together with other FIG members from all over the world, 
many of them ITC alumni. To conclude, I would like to mention 
the FIG Young Surveyors Network at the moment chaired by 
Eva-Maria Unger, a PhD student supervised by ITC’s land admin-
istration staff. I recommend all our young students to join − and 
pave the way for the surveyors of tomorrow. So join FIG! You will 
feel at home.  n

Special Feature: Land for All

http://www.fig.net/
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