
(see Liesbet et al.). I conclude that depending on how the issue is framed, immigration attitudes and political coalitions 

may vary significantly. These findings are extremely relevant to our understanding of the salience and politicization of the 

immigration issue in American electoral debates. 

The Effects of Online Media on Political Communication and PR Process in 2007 Elections in Turkey 
*Ece Inan, Assc.Prof. 
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In Turkey, the studies, developments and innovations relating to the case of entering the EU, the use of online 

communication technologies and news media has been increasing especially in the politics, and mainly in political 

communications&public relations process. Most significantly this year Turkey has been on the edge of both national 

general elections and the selection of new state presidents within the parliament. During this competitively active political 

campaign process, due to the fact that the conventional media in political communications hasnʼt appeared as being 

sufficient and efficient, the use of online media in political campaining and spinning (as political PR) has begun to 

develop. This paper aims to trace back the early history of political communications in Turkey by giving particular 

attention to the dynamics of recently emerging media market, and to state and project the newly shaping citizens-s 

consciousness and usage for political communication with PR techniques under the latest changing environment due to not 

only national political environment but also other factors in connection with the EU- political force. By doing so, the 

underpinning aspects and effects of emerging political campaining and PR industry of 2000s in Turkey, especially in the 

light of the results taken in 2007 General Elections, can be better evaluated. 

The Email Leader: The Obsessive-Compulsive Leadership Style of Dr. Don Brash 
*Jon Johansson, Victoria University of Wellington 
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The Email Leader: The Obsessive-Compulsive Leadership Style of Dr. Don Brash Abstract This paper analyses a highly 

unusual leadership style, namely the leadership-by-email exhibited by Dr. Don Brash during his brief tenure as leader of 

New Zealandʼs main opposition party, the National Party. Dr. Brash led his party for only three years and on the surface 

was remarkably successful, nearly doubling his partyʼs share of the party vote in the 2005 general election. One year later, 

however, Dr. Brash was replaced after a book of leaked emails was published in New Zealand (Hager 2006). The emails 

revealed any number of highly embarrassing strategies discussed amongst Brashʼs leadership group as well as provide 

excruciating evidence of Brashʼs party entanglement with a conservative religious sect. Brash resigned as leader of 

National within days of the publication of author Nicky Hagerʼs ‘The Hollow Men: A Study into the Politics of 

Deception.ʼ This paper explores the strong links between Brashʼs lifelong obsessive-compulsive tendencies and a 

leadership style that substantially evolved around his computer terminal. Despite acute awareness from advisors about the 

inherent weaknesses of a political leader communicating largely via the medium of emails, Brash was unable to relinquish 

his fidelity to this mode of communication, with ultimately disastrous consequences, thus his experiences serves as a 

warning as to the limitations of technological advancement on leadership style. 

The Emotional Underpinning of Partisanship and Vote Choice 
*Silvia Mari, University of Milano-Bicocca 
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This paper examines the impact of emotions on vote choice and the mediating role of partisanship. According to our 

model, emotional responses towards political parties and their leaders are key determinants of partisanship, which in turn 

is the primary determinant of vote choice. In this study we employ a novel series of items to measure partisanship in terms 

of two components: attitudes towards individual parties (party evaluations) and partisan self-identity (party identification). 

Analyses using structural equation modeling, which are based on two samples of Italian and Dutch citizens, indicate that 

emotions have distinct effects on both components of partisanship, which in turn both influence vote choice. Furthermore, 

the analyses show that the new items are superior to the traditional items used to measure partisanship in election surveys. 



We conclude by discussing the implications of this study for modelling electoral choice and measurement of its key 

concepts. 

The European Middle-Class: Six Types of ethical self-constructions in the context of global poverty 
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To bring about the required political reforms to tackle global poverty, the support of ordinary citizens of the European 

Union is essential. Hence, a social-psychological analysis needs to complement an analysis of social structures. In order to 

gain a comprehensive understanding of an individualʼs representation of severe poverty, it is necessary to explore how this 

issue is interwoven into oneʼs general worldview and identity construction; for what lies at the heart of this 

representations, and the question of oneʼs personal activity, is basically oneʼs personal response to all big questions of 

human existence: What do I believe is the meaning of life and how do I want to achieve this in the context of the existing 

contradictions present in our European societies?—What do we merely acquire because of a psychological need for our 

self-image, the construction of an ethical self, and how do actually we live? To tackle these questions, I conducted 

qualitative interviews with 20 members of the European middle class (10 men, 10 women) in London (UK), Berlin 

(Germany) and Cape Town: political consultants, staff members of NGOs, and ‘ordinary citizensʼ (teachers, journalists, 

lawyers, social workers). All interviewees hold at least a BA and had no financial commitments, in terms of underage 

children or elderly parents to care for. Every interview session took between 1-2.5 hours and I met up with the 

interviewees up to 12 times. 

The Exposure Effect: Existential Insecurity and Intolerance in Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
*Daphna Canetti-Nisim, Yale University 
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Popular endorsement of democratic political culture is central to democracy. Existing conceptualization and measurement 

of individual exposure to violence and terrorism, as well as analyses of their influence on intergroup conflict are overly 

simplistic. A large body of literature suggests that “existential insecurity”—the feeling that survival cannot be taken for 

granted—is conducive to intolerance of foreigners, strong ingroup solidarity, and an anti-democratic political culture. Not 

identified thus far is the mechanism that activates intergroup thinking in the face of violence. Past behavioral studies argue 

that above and beyond other explanations (e.g., religion or the economy) threat perceptions are key to understanding 

intolerance. They fail, however, to account for the variance in the exposure of people to terror and violence. Drawing on 

but departing from Janoff-Bulmanʼs theory of loss of assumptive world (1989), I argue that following exposure to a 

violent event, people will experience a major shift in the way they view the world. The mere membership in a society that 

suffers existential threat, I argue, is not a sufficient explanation. Curiously, while political studies have failed to 

incorporate exposure, psychological studies that have done so fail to ask political questions. This paper surmounts the 

problem of isolating and measuring the influence of exposure on intolerance by analyzing two recent nationwide panel 

studies in Israel and Palestine (West Bank and Gaza), where clashes from within and without contribute to the pervasive 

sense of existential insecurity. The panel studies find that different aspects of exposure—temporal, physical, and 

emotional—are incongruously crucial for the understanding of intolerance in the face of existential insecurity. Exposure 

will have an effect on intolerance mainly when some sort of psychological distress (e.g., PTSD, depression) comes into 

play. Thus, in Israel the most denigrated group is Israeli Arabs and in Palestine, Hammas members. I discuss the broader 

implications of these findings for assessment of the impact of existential insecurity on the politics of intolerance, and for 

the viability of democratic regimes in the face of ongoing terror and violence. 

The External Validity of Treatments: A Comparison of Natural and Survey Experiments in the Study of Political 

Learning 
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