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The community of ETRIA (European TRIZ Association) consists of a balanced mix of 
researcher and scientists from all over the world. Ten years after its official start this 
community has indeed evolved beyond the European borders and has reached the status of a 
large-scale international group dedicated to stimulating the international progress of TRIZ and 
capable to attract new scholars to the research and education about inventive problem solving. 
They have contributed to this goal with many papers, presentations and discussions during 
ETRIA’s annual conference; the TRIZ Future conference. This well-balanced mix also 
expresses one of the best characteristics of ETRIA; an open mind to all TRIZ related topics.   

Since the early days of the ETRIA community the efforts of presenting new TRIZ related 
contents have been focused in two directions; development of TRIZ and novel applications of 
TRIZ. In both directions scientists, industry and consultancy play an important role, often 
combining their efforts on joined contributions. The conference proceedings were also 
divided into these two sections called Practitioners and Scientific. Each section has its own 
contributors, topics and board of reviewers. As a result of 10 years of TRIZ Future 
conferences, the ETRIA database now contains a wired variety of papers, prepared by TRIZ 
enthusiasts from industry, consultancy and academia.  

Both the number of the contributions to the ETRIA conferences as well as the scientific level 
of these contributions has increased steadily. Within the scientific community, TRIZ is more 
and more becoming a well-known and accepted methodology that facilitates directed 
innovation. This was also recognized by CIRP, the International Academy for Production 
Engineering.  Since 2006 the TRIZ Future Conference is one of the conferences sponsored by 
CIRP and consequently the CIRP logo has appeared on all TRIZ Future conference 
proceedings.  

A dominant tendency in many international academic communities is to measure the 
significance and the dynamism of the research in a given field or of a particular researcher. 
For scientific articles the outcome of the measuring process relies to a large extend on the 
visibility of the papers; indexing of articles thus becomes an unavoidable step. To initiate the 
first steps in the direction of indexing TRIZ Future papers, ETRIA has launched a partnership 
project with the publisher Elsevier; its Procedia Engineering publishing model was perfectly 
suited for this objective. For the first edition of publishing TRIZ Future papers under the 
Procedia flag, a subset of scientific contributions from ETRIA’s conferences has been 
selected. The papers selected focus on TRIZ science, originate from the years 2006 to 2010 
and show contributions in the areas of design science, information and software as well as in 
sciences of education and management sciences. 

This collection of articles is composed by contributions of some 90 researchers in a dozen of 
different scientific fields. Through 70 articles, this book is therefore intended to be an image 
of the past and recent contributions of the TRIZ world in various disciplines and will 
encourage, we hope, other researchers to contribute to ETRIA’s TRIZ Future event in coming 
years. 
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Through this edito, we would also like to thank all the people involved in this project, ETRIA 
board for having always supported it and Ali Taheri, PhD student at INSA Strasbourg, for 
having dedicated endless efforts to compile the documents. 

Finally, this project is edited with the collaboration of :  

 INSA Strasbourg 
 University of Twente 
 Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 
 Politecnico Milano 
 Arts Et Métiers ParisTech 
 University of Bergamo 
 University of Florence 
 Politehnica University of Timisoara 


