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Title of session: 

Informing marine and coastal policy using ecosystem service assessments: evidence from real world 

applications 

Hosts: 

 Title Name Organisation E-mail 

Host: Dr. Evangelia 

Drakou 

University of Brest, 

France 

Evangelia.drakou@univ-brest.fr  

Host: Dr. Camino Liquete European Commission 

Joint Research Centre 

(JRC) 

camino.liquete@jrc.ec.europa.eu  

Co-host: Dr. Charlène 

Kermagoret 

UMR-AMURE, Ifremer, 

France 

Charlene.Kermagoret@ifremer.fr  

Co-host: Dr. Nicola 

Beaumont 

Plymouth Marine 

Laboratory, UK 

nijb@pml.ac.uk  

Abstract: 

The contribution of marine and coastal ecosystems to human well-being is well documented and 

acknowledged in policy documents: for the first time oceans are explicitly mentioned in the COP21 climate 

agreement, while Blue Growth is crucial to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy. Such broad policy 

instruments and more concrete management strategies (e.g. the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, the EU 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive, or the OSPAR Convention) are adopted locally, nationally, regionally or 

globally to sustainably manage our seas and oceans.  

Within the vast heterogeneity of ways to safeguard our oceans, coasts and their associated livelihoods, 

ecosystem service research and practice provide relevant information to policy instruments and management 

bodies. Still there are knowledge and data gaps in marine and coastal ecosystem service research in terms of 

access to information, best practices, methodological approaches, but also in terms of linking environmental, 

social and economic data and assessments.  

With this 2-hour session, we invite the marine and coastal research and practice community to address with 

us: 

 The application of research outputs to inform policy and management. Are there successful 

examples? 

 Which are the main tools that research and practice use to communicate ecosystem service 

information to decision-makers? Do any of those apply to the general public?  

 What are still the main knowledge and methodological gaps to the ES operationalization process? 

Are they related to the scale of assessment, data collection, modelling, integration of results…?  

We specifically welcome case studies of policy-driven research in the field of marine and coastal ecosystem 

services at different spatial scales. 
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Proposed Format (duration, methods, (technical) requirements): 

The session may last 2h, with 1h 20’ for presentations and 40’ for discussion. Individual presentations will 

be around 10 minutes per participant (depending on the number of participants).  

The discussion, facilitated by the two hosts, will summarize outputs and discuss the above mentioned 

questions. The session will also welcome poster presentations. The technical requirements are a PC, a 

projector and if possible 3 flipcharts. 

Goals and objectives of the session: 

- To analyze how the marine and coastal ecosystem service research in Europe is linked to the variety 

of policy and management instruments ; 

- To map existing initiatives on this field and to compare their methods and approaches. 

- To identify future research based on experts and practitioners views. 

Planned output / Deliverables: 

A short communication paper. 

Voluntary contributions accepted: YES 


