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The partners in the initiative to build this research agenda, the coordinators of the Greening of Industry 
Network and the Netherlands Advisory Council for Research on Nature and Environment, believe that the rapidly 
growing new research area, often called "the greening of industry," could benefit fi-om a process of setting 
priorities. The aims of the initiative are: 

0 

0 

To develop a research agenda on the process of greening of industry in the context of sustainable development 
which defines main research priorities for the coming decade; 
To provide a clearer perspective on how research priorities are currently developed and how to improve this 
process. 

The agenda focuses on social science, including a number of research fields such as business studies, 
sociology, technology studies, environmental studies, environmental economics, but also includes those parts of 
engineering studies and ecology which relate to the greening of industry. Yet, the emerging research field on the 
greening of industry is hard to define through its contributing disciplines only. The knowledge is not only genera- 
ted in research programs of universities but also in projects funded by various government agencies and projects 
developed within a business context. In this sense the research area of greening of industry reflects current trends 
in the research system. Following Michael Gibbons we can define these trends as a focus on application-oriented, 
transdisciplinair, heterogeneous, and non-hierarchical organised research. 

The agenda is intended as a vehicle for communication. It should be read as an exploration and invitation 
for further discussion. Such discussions could involve all people and organisations involved in the production of 
new knowledge on greening of industry for a sustainable future. For example, research councils, universities, 
consultants, NGOs, business and government. The agenda was built in an interactive process which involved both 
producers and users of knowledge through series of parallel steps: analysis of five years of Greening of Industry 
Network literature (papers, conference summary reports, books); 22 interviews with business, NGO, academic and 
government representatives; three workshops as part of Greening of Industry Network events, workshops in 
Washington (May 1995), L a m e  (October 1995) and Toronto (November 1995), involving about 60 people, 
including researchers and representatives fiom business, government and NGOs. The report (January 1997) 
identifies four main themes, each amplified with research priorities: 

Transformation toward sustainable development. 
Changing consumption patterns. 

0 Technological breakthroughs. 
0 Finance, capital and performance indicators. ~~~ ~ 

These themes overlap in part. In particular, the first theme is an overarching question and the other three 
can be perceived as aspects of the transformation process. However, they all reflect a particular and succinct 
perspective on the greening of industry for a sustainable future. 
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