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Dear Colleagues:

The National Institute of Justice convenes its 11th Crime Mapping Research 
Conference at the Hilton Miami Downtown, October 17-21, 2011. This year’s 
conference, Crime, Social Ills and Place-Based Solutions, will explore  
the application of geographic principles in solving crime and public  
safety challenges.

The use of geographic information systems (GIS) and spatial analysis is moving 
into a new era. Methods and technologies are maturing, spurred by increased 
cross-fertilization among disciplines and expansion into new areas connected 
to public safety. Criminal justice professionals are using GIS and spatial analysis 
to examine multiple problems and enhancing our understanding of the ways 
“place” affects a myriad of issues. 

Place is a term meant to convey a geographic area with social, economic, 
and ecological similarities that have subtle and distinct differences. Place is  
a scalable concept that delineates one area from another; it allows researchers 
to measure interactions within and between areas. Places can be represented 
as buildings, street blocks, neighborhoods, sections of a city or county, 
metropolitan areas, or regions of the country. 

Place-based initiatives are becoming a prominent approach to solving crime, 
alleviating social ills, and improving the delivery of services at all levels of 
government. Focusing on place helps us understand the connections among 
people in the context of their environment. When these connections result 
in social problems, place-based initiatives can be an effective way to solve 
those problems and leverage services. In addition, specific benefits delivered 
to a particular neighborhood often diffuse to adjacent neighborhoods, 
compounding their positive effects. 

The Crime Mapping Research Conference is more than just visualizing where 
crime occurs through mapping. The conference promotes understanding 
about the effects of place on crime and public safety and how crime and public 
safety in turn are affected by place. It showcases findings, practical applications, 
technology demonstrations, and policy results. 

 Sincerely,

  
 John H. Laub, Ph.D. 
 Director 
 National Institute of Justice
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 ■ cross-Jurisdictional offending in new York State: A Spatial Analysis

  James Gilmer, Chief of Crime Research Analysis, New York State Division of Criminal 
Justice Services

The study reports the results of a five-year retrospective analysis of cross-jurisdictional 
offending among a cohort of 475,000 persons arrested in 2008-09 for felony and 
misdemeanor offenses in the 19 largest urban policing jurisdictions in New York State, 
including New York City. Offending patterns are analyzed based on offender’s primary 
(most recent) arresting agency relative to other agencies in the state that have arrested 
the same offender since 2004. A spatial analysis, controlling for spatial autocorrelation and 
other structural factors, is conducted to assess whether certain primary agencies are more 
susceptible to the prevalence and seriousness of cross-jurisdictional offending.

■ Journey to crime: the Spatial relationship of Juvenile crime in Saint Louis
  J.S. Onesimo Sandoval, Assistant Professor, St. Louis University

This research studies juvenile crime in St. Louis from 2004-2010. Of particular interest is the 
spatial clustering of different types of juvenile crime (i.e., robbery, assault, and murder). 
This paper will present results that focus on the spatial autocorrelation of each type of 
juvenile offense. It will also present spatial error and spatial lag regression models. 
This session will also shed light on the journey-to-crime patterns for different types 
of juvenile crime. This paper will make important contributions regarding the spatial 
characteristics of juvenile crime.
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 ■  effect of Land use and transportation Infrastructure on  
residential burglary

 Lorena Montoya, Researcher, University of Twente
This research studies the relationship between land uses and infrastructure on residential 
burglary. The objective was to assess which theory is better at explaining residential 
burglary: 
 ■    the “awareness space,” which states that crime takes place at edges or along paths 

on the way to work, school, or recreation, or 
 ■    the “activity support” concept of Crime Prevention through environmental Design 

(CPTeD), which states that mixed uses and increased traffic in neighborhoods is 
positive because it decreases the risk of burglary. 

Design recommendations based on the findings of this research are discussed.

 ■ Improving Intelligence for Managing Areas with Alcohol Supply Points
  Andrew Newton, Senior Research Fellow, The University of Huddersfield

This project aims to improve data sharing and intelligence for practitioners who manage 
the Night-Time economy (NTe) and to examine the spatial relationships between 
establishments that serve alcohol (Alcohol Supply Points, ASPs) and crime. It examines 
their density and proximity, the mixture of different types of establishments in an area, 
trading hours, and their relationships with crime. It identified the need for and piloted 
a single multi-purpose database, tailored to local needs, that is simple and user-friendly, 
relevant, and adds value to what currently exists. Furthermore, important spatial 
relationships between ASPs, the availability of alcohol, and crime, are discussed.
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