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Editorial

This special edition of the Press Club Brussels Maga-
zine is published on the exciting occasion of the 30th 
Anniversary of the Assembly of European Regions 
(AER). It will highlight the achievements and cele-
brate 30 years of regionalisation in Europe.

Established in 1985 by 47 regions to promote region-
al interests, AER has been advocating and reinforcing 
European values across the continent for the past 30 
years. By 2015, working with 200 regions from 35 
countries and 15 interregional organisations, AER, is 
recognised as the key partner in an array of affairs 
related to regional relations and development. 

However, the main goal of this issue is not to focus 
purely on the history of AER but rather to look into 
the evolution of regionalism since 1985. The role of 
regions is still great not only within the European Un-
ion but also beyond it. This is evident by the fact that 
AER has members outside of the EU, from countries 
such as Turkey, Ukraine and Russia. Regions strong-
ly support cultural diversity in Europe and they are 
major partners in socio-economic development. We 
will try to show how regions take responsibilities in 
the policy areas such as culture, the environment, re-

gional and national planning, scientific research, etc. 
These are some of the areas where they clearly have a 
competitive advantage at their disposal.

One of the concepts that we are including in this pub-
lication is “Regional Branding”. What exactly does it 
mean? How can a region be branded? It means that 
we use a region’s identity to differentiate it from oth-
ers by focusing on tangible or intangible assets such as 
people, resources, businesses, culture, traditions and 
so on. That is why we chose 7 unique stories from 7 
regions that will convey their current priorities as well 
as the main accomplishments in the past 30 years.

We have tried, in this anniversary issue, to highlight 
the main achievements of AER with the contribu-
tions of high-ranking Academia’s members. Through 
its Academic and Training Centre, AER succeeded in 
gathering 40 experts who committed to share their 
views on regionalism in their countries. You will 
find some of their contributions in this publication: 
Regions leading change and innovation by Nicolas 
Bouzou, Regions and Innovation by Pekka Ketunen, 
Interregional cooperation in Europe: The Black Sea 
Region by Melanie Sully, Regionalisation: why? by 
Anne Azam-Pradeilles, From a Europe of the Regions 
to Nation State Regions by Marua Adshead and The 
rise of regionalism in Europe by Nico Groenendijk. Fi-
nally, you will find the press bubble point of view on 
regionalism: The future of regional press by Martin 
Banks is a must read article.

Press Club Brussels and AER hope that you will enjoy 
reading every page of this magazine as much as we 
engaged putting it together.

Names of the AER Academic  Centre experts, by alphabetical order: Maura Adshead, Algirdas Astraukas, Anne Azam-Pradeilles, Paul Alliès, Nicolas Bouzou, Peter Buß-
jäger, Sona Capkova, Pablo Simón Cosano, Giancarlo Cotella, Julien Danero Iglesias, Murat Daoudov, Iain Deas, Cian Finn, Thomas Fleiner, David Gabaidze, Jan Grasnick, 
Nico S. Groenendijk, Mujo Hadzic, Aksel Hagen, Nikolaos-Komninos Hlepas, Ulla Higdem, Annika Jaansoo, Pekka Kettunen, Martin Klatt, Ilona Pálné Kovács, Snežana 
Kresoja, Damir Magaš, Enrico Martial, Miloš Matula, Gratian Mihailescu, Emmanuel Négrier, Carlos Nunes Silva, Santiago Lago Peñas, Primož Pevcin, Paul-Henri 
Philipps, Lee Pugalis, Maris Pukis, Malin Stegmann McCallion, Adriana Skorupska, Anita Sobják, Çiğdem Üstün, Lorena Totoni, Vesselina Troeva and Olivier Védrine.

by Dr. Hande Özsan Bozatli
President of the Assembly of European Regions
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We must abandon this idea of “big is beautiful” which 
unfortunately inspired the French territorial reform, 
saying that the French regions were already quite large 
before the reform compared to its neighbours. The sub-
ject actually refers to the skills and, therefore, respon-
sibilities, whatever the region’s size is. Training (includ-
ing schools), public employment service and culture 
should be a part of the responsibilities of the regions. 
This does not necessarily mean setting up a system of 
exclusive competences but defining the leaders which, 
in France, undoubtedly requires a constitutional re-
form. Evidently, these accountability policies must go 
hand in hand with greater fiscal autonomy as in Swit-
zerland or the in United States, leaving it to the regions 
to explain their policies and taxation to their citizens. 
As Tocqueville noted in the 19th century, decentralisa-
tion enlivens the democratic feel.

In this framework, what do you think about the 
territorial reform in France?

The French territorial reform misses its target and 
also receives only limited public support although 
the government could have adjusted its actions on 
this reform. It was presented as a way to save money  
whereas the new act of decentralisation was to 
reform the public sphere and to focus on growth 
policies. It could have been a positive thing but we 
made something punitive out of this reform. You 
will not find anyone more stringent than me in 
terms of public finance management. But merging 
Alsace, Lorraine and Champagne-Ardennes to save 
some pennies is counterproductive. I’m not even 
sure that savings are going to occur because these 

regional giants will have to pay enormous structural 
costs. It was necessary to increase the efficiency of 
the public sphere, not by merging regions or even 
eliminating the departments, but by removing all 
duplications between different layers, merging the 
national civil service and local government service 
and, especially, by asking the state to completely 
transfer some competences to regions to sustain-
ably reduce its overhead cost. The French problem 
is that the state still refuses to redefine its scope of 
action and constantly surpasses it.

Youth unemployment is very high all over our con-
tinent. How can the regional authorities support 
their youth?

The issue of youth unemployment is the number one 
problem in the European Union and I am very angry 
about this as we know fairly precisely what works and 
what does not. We know for example that cre- ating 
public employment or subsidised posts in the pub-
lic sector is completely counterproductive. We also 
know that training must be targeted at the un- em-
ployed and those who work in firms in difficulty and 
not at the professionals with permanent contracts 
in large companies. The regions have indeed a major 
role to play here. Of course they are not responsible 
for national policy of exemption from social security 
contributions or union negotiations on labor law but 
they are responsible for a portion of training that 
plays a major role in employability. You have to un-
derstand that today economic growth is based on in-
novation. In other words, the innovation is “biased”: 
it spontaneously creates skilled jobs but at the same 
time destroys unskilled ones. If the primary educa-
tion system (including what is called “La maternelle” 
in France), continuous and university education are 
not up to the mark, the growth does not allow to 
reduce unemployment. This is also why the train-
ing systems must enable young people and children 
to have the skills that are key in the 21st century: 
reading, writing, counting, having analytical mind, 
being curious and creative. Young Europeans should 
be able to practice what the German philosopher  
Kant called the “extended mind” which means 
adopting someone else’s point in order to analyse a 
problem in depth. As such, the Erasmus programme 
remains very relevant. I am also very interested in 
the Eurodyssey programme conducted by AER. Since 
its creation in 1985 it offers traineeships abroad to 
more than 600 young people per year.

Regions leading change and innovation

Nicolas Bouzou is a French economist born in 1976. 
He founded Asterès, a consultancy firm, in 2006. He 
is Director of Studies in the MBA Law & Manage-
ment programme at the University of Paris II Assas. 
He often writes articles for the French press (Le Fi-
garo, Les Echos, Le Monde) as well as for the for-
eign press (Financial Times, Le Temps). He sat on the 
Conseil d’Analyse de la Société to the Prime Minister 
(2010-2012). He is also part of the keyser Söze group 
directed by Jacques Attali which includes the 26 best 
French economists. He wrote numerous books, such 
as Le Chagrin des Classes Moyennes (JC Lattès, 2011), 
La Politique de la Jeunesse (avec Luc Ferry, Odile Ja-
cob, 2012) and On Entend l’Arbre Tomber mais pas la 
Forêt Pousser (JC Lattès, 2013). He published in Jan-
uary 2015 by Jean-Claude Lattès the story of a trav-
el around Europe called “Le Progrès c’est ici, Voyage 
chez les Européens qui aiment l’Avenir”. His areas of 
work are economic policies, territorial organisation, 
health and the philosophy of progress.

You wrote in an article, published in “Le Monde”, 
that the regional economic development inequali-
ties have been increasing for several years. Do you 
think that a deeper regionalisation of countries 
may better address this challenge? 

It is true that intra-national inequalities are becoming 
deeper in all developed countries. Paul Krugman clear- 
ly demonstrated in the 1990s that modern capitalism 
was generating “agglomeration effects”. Naturally, 
economic activity is not evenly distributed in a region, 
it tends to concentrate in a few centres. The public fi-
nance crisis accentuates this trend. Indeed, only a few 
years ago, the increase in social spending played a role 
of a social buffer. In fact, it guaranteed a certain level  
of per capita income in the regions. Therefore, we 
could distinguish between “productive” regions (with 
high GDP per capita and high per capita income) and 
residential regions (with low GDP per capita but high 
income per capita due to the importance of social 
transfers). Pressures on public finances require all the 
regions to become productive which means putting in 
place their own economic development policies. At the 
macroeconomic level, we can say that the supply-side 
policies prevail over the demand ones. However, the 
industrial policies decided by the State, have little 
meaning in an economy where growth is driven by 
innovation provided by start-ups. The right scale for 
conducting supply-side policies, especially in the fields 
of innovation, are the regions.

Do you agree that an optimal size or key skills will 
enable regions to be major players in the develop-
ment of their territories? Do they need some degree 
of financial autonomy? If yes, which one? 

I do not think there is an optimal size for a region. 
Look around! Switzerland works well with small re-
gions. In Germany, there are very large and small re-
gions. It all really depends on the history. Thus, merging 
the Languedoc-Roussillon and Midi-Pyrénées regions 
makes no sense! These two regions have nothing in 
common historically, economically or socially. There is 
no interest in conducting a single policy on this scale. 

by Nicolas Bouzou
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Regions and Innovation

Pekka Kettunen defended his doctoral thesis in 1994 
at the University of Turku. This thesis analysed various 
theories of implementation research, and tested the 
bottom-up-approach empirically. Since then, Dr. Ket-
tunen has worked also at the Abo Akademi University, 
Tampere University and Jyväskylä University and pub-
lished over one hundred scientific publications in the 
areas of policy analysis, evaluation, local government 
research, comparative analysis, and democracy. Mr 
Kettunen has recently co-authored articles in Local 
Government Studies, Regional and Federal Studies, 
and Evidence & Policy. He has also co-edited two spe-
cial issues of journals: in 2012, Scandinavian Journal 
of Public Administration, on evaluation, and in 2013, 
Halduskultuur (Administrative Culture) on decentral-
isation and governance. Dr. Kettunen has given pres-
entations in several Japanese Universities and made 
longer visits to several European Universities in the 
U.K., Denmark, Estonia, Croatia and Slovenia. Dr. Ket-
tunen has also conducted evaluation for Icelandic, 
Estonian and Slovenian Research Agencies. His cur-
rent research interests include the issue of effective-
ness of public interventions as well as the methods 
applied in analyzing impacts.

European regions play a growing role in societal de-
velopment. Responding to and facilitating innova-
tions requires at the same time that the regional ac-
tors renew themselves and update the way they work. 
Coordination, openness, and place-based approach 
can be argued to be some essential ways to deal with 
the environment if innovativeness is set as a goal.

The role of regions vis-à-vis the socio-economic de-
velopment varies depending on the context, however, 
almost all European nations have a three-fold polit-
ico-administrative architecture. Hence regions pos-
sess particular abilities to coordinate local actors and 
bring the word upwards, working and sometimes me-
diating between the levels of government, interacting 
across the different segments of society. The European  
development faces at present a number of challeng-
es, from economic crisis, to structural transforma-
tion, social exclusion and poverty, problems which, 
for instance the Horizon2020 programme tackles in 
a number of ways. The specific role of regions is con-
nected to, but not limited to, regional policy.

Regional policy has in the recent decades changed 
from redistribution of public means to investing in 
growth. A recent Espon report shows that it is possi-
ble to find good practices of regional policy-making, 
by emphasising the following five activities; coordi-
nating actions of actors and institutions, integrating 
policy sectors, mobilising stakeholder participation, 
being adaptive to changing contexts and realising 
place-based/territorial specificities and impacts. In 
order to practice such a way of regional policy, sup-
porting innovations, requires modernising the way 
regions interact with the environment. Cooperation 
per se seems to be the key word. Cooperation as a 
term has been in the development and innovation 
vocabulary, and it still seems to be a central way of 
renewal. Cooperation as networking is, however, not 
an easy game. It is about crossing boundaries, net-
working both vertically and horizontally. Regionally 
this can involve public as well as private actors, cities 
and rural communities, NGOs, citizen groups and so 
forth. A parallel line of action can emphasise bringing 

together research, enterprises and public authorities, 
such as is the Finnish model of the Strategic Centres 
for Science, Technology and Innovation. Regions are 
by definition suitable to coordinating local govern-
ment actions, and economic activities as a whole. The 
modernisation of regional activity requires that they 
act as “learning organisations”. Learning cities, learn-
ing towns, learning regions, learning communities 
are terms now in common use throughout the de-
veloped and developing world, mostly because local 
and regional administrators have recognised that a 
more prosperous future depends on the development 
of human and social capital in their midst.

In regional policy there is a growing interest in place- 
based approach, the concept of which emphasises 
subsidiarity. However, as Barca argues, the concept in-
cludes elements of dialogue and interaction between 
the different levels of government. The nation states 
are constantly redefining balance between the nation-
al, regional and local levels of government, their tasks 
and inter-relations. While a number of factors seem to 
suggest the upscaling of tasks, there are equally factors 
suggesting the down-scaling of tasks. What is charac-
teristic for innovative institutional structures is inter-
action, openness and transparency. These institutional 
conditions are central to the modern place-bases ap-
proach to regional development policy. By definition, 
place based approach refers to an approach, which does 
not just deliver an integrated bundle of public goods 
that addresses different dimensions of well-being at the 
same time, but applies a combination of endogenous 
and exogenous forces. Exogenous action is needed to 
bring knowledge and values from “outside” and change 
the balance of bargaining power within places - where 
the tension and conflict between endogenous and ex-
ogenous forces is accounted for and governed through 
appropriate multi-level governance tools. Similarly the 
concept of Smart growth suggests that the existence of 
local development milieus, a high level of social capital 
and networking (flows of people and ideas) i.e. ability to 
constitute and sustain networks of cities, functional re-
gions, reasonable transport options, and e-connectivity 
are favourable conditions for growth and learning.

The OECD has called the place-based approach to re-
gional development “the new paradigm of regional 
policy”. Economically, the idea is rooted in the concepts 
of market failures and government failures that cre-
ate inefficiency and social exclusion. Institutions are 
central to these failures, and there is a risk that past 

failures compound future problems. The basic point 
of the above report is that institutions tailored to the 
needs of places are of critical importance for regional 
development. Public bodies such as local government 
are prominent amongst such institutions, but the 
idea of an “institution” also encompasses things like  
legislation, practices, shared outlooks and other “soft” 
factors that shape how organisations work. Linkages 
with other places also shape the success or failure 
of place-based initiatives. The theory is also strong 
on the need for transparency and evaluation of pub-
lic interventions and giving everyone the opportunity 
to have the information, participate and voice dis-
sent. Governing regional policy in a fast-changing 
environment demands constantly updating the skills 
and connections. E-government, for example, is ex-
panding rapidly and electronic means are preferred 
by rising groups of population. Strategic approach is 
another way of looking forward. In Finland regional 
councils have invited other partners to elaborate in 
concert a number of strategies such as welfare, infra-
structure and economic development. Depending on 
the context, regional actors can take the leading role 
in coordinating territories beyond local governments, 
and, again depending on the context, may have a 
better opportunity to engage in strategic thinking, 
involving bringing the relevant actors together and 
mediate. The ability of, and experience in, engaging 
in transnational discussions strengthens the role of 
regions in strategic development. 
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Interregional cooperation in Europe:
The Black Sea Region

Go-Governance is headed by Dr Melanie Sully, editor, 
writer and consultant, who was for many years professor 
of political science at the Diplomatic Academy, Vienna. 
Formerly Voice of America radio correspondent, Dr Sully 
acts as a consultant EG on good governance projects 
for the Cultural Department of the Federal Ministry for 
European and International Affairs, Austria. Further 
she has worked as a consultant for the OSCE (ODIHR 
Warsaw) on projects such as parliamentary standards, 
comparative legislatures, as well as women’s political 
participation. In this capacity she has presented expert 
papers in parliament, Belgrade, Serbia on legislative 
standards, public consultations and parliamentary 
ethics, November 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 and in 
parliament, Tirana, Albania, July 2012; presentations 
on parliaments and ethics and legislative standards 
for parliamentarians in Tbilisi, Georgia July 2013 
and for the Council of Europe, GRECO 2014. Guest 
Professorial Lecture, Politics, Birkbeck, University of 
London, 2014-2015, the Joint Vienna Institute and 
the University of Applied Sciences, Vienna. Expert 
evidence given to the House of Commons Committee 
on Standards, London, 2014. Dr Sully was a speaker 
in an induction training course for newly-elected 
MPs in Ukraine run by the Agency for Legislative 
Initiatives, Kyiv, November 2014. In 2014 she acted 
as a consultant for GRECO, Council of Europe on an 
anti-corruption project.

At the geo-political hub between Europe and Asia, 
the Black Sea region has a crucial importance for 
organisations such as the Assembly of European Re-
gions (AER), the EU and for peoples living and work-
ing there. Recently the Region has not only become 
a marker between Europe and Asia but also a new 
divide between East and West. Some fear a renais-
sance of Cold-War days and with this ominous threat 
the concept of interregional cooperation has a spe-
cial significance. AER stresses the need to strengthen 
contact with citizens, enhance multi-level govern-
ance and build trust and dialogue across borders. One 
tool is the Cross Border Cooperation programme to 
reinforce ties between the EU and countries along its 
borders. AER is committed to sub-national govern-
ance and “territorial diplomacy” to improve the life of 
peoples in the Black Sea region.

Previous Work

Around ten years ago the City of Vienna supported 
initial projects of Dr Melanie Sully then professor at 
the Diplomatic Academy to research historical and 
cultural ties between Austria, Europe and the Black 
Sea region. The project started in the Ukrainian city 
of Odessa, a former popular resort of the Soviet Union 
with a multi-cultural and multi-national history. Here 
European architects had worked, the French influence 
was strong and the city possessed its own distinct 
humor, dialect and flair. From this research stemmed 
publications, round table discussions, seminars and 
lectures at the universities in the town and region. 
With the help again of the City of Vienna and the 
Francophonie of the Diplomatic Academy an exhibi-
tion was held in the city highlighting the work of Eu-
genie Goldstern, born in Odessa of Jewish family who 
had fled to Vienna and later tragically was deported 
to concentration camp and death. It was clear from 
common history and fate that there were close links 
between the EU countries and the Black Sea region. 
From this understanding comes a recognition of how 
intertwined our destinies are for the present and fu-
ture. Within the projects several studies were made in 
Crimea microcosm of war and peace with inseparable 

ties to the rest of Europe. Once a heaven for summer 
tourism in the Soviet days and privileged children of 
the party elite in the fashionable resorts, the Crimea 
was to become the centre of a bitter controversy  
between two littoral states Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation: “Some say the Black Sea is called because 
it symbolises the mourning for lost sailors, victims of 
unpredictable and violent storms... The Black Sea has 
the potential, politically and economically to decide 
the fate and destiny of many living well beyond its 
shores”.

In addition to the historical and cultural dimension 
it was obvious at the time that the region was of 
great importance for countries like Austria because of 
the energy connection. Economic and trade reasons 
prompted interest in maintaining and strengthening 
ties. A turn in 2008, however, changed abruptly the in-
terest of many and forced a relook at the geo-political  
dimension. Two littoral countries of the Black Sea re-
gion, Georgia and Russia engaged in a devastating 
war throwing up or maybe resurrecting hatred, divi-
sion and fear. At this point at the latest it was clear 
that a coherent, consistent strategy for the region 
should be developed. An ad hoc response to sudden 
crises and little activity in between is insufficient to 
provide background and in depth analysis of the fault 
lines and possible solutions. 

Good Governance

Central to much of the work at this time was the 
promotion of concepts associated with good gov-
ernance. In practice there was an array of confer-
ences and scientific work covering the Black Sea re-
gion related to energy, trade, economics and conflict 
and security issues but relatively little on the topic 
of good governance. In fact there often was little 
awareness of what this might be. As time went by 
good governance building blocks became an impor-
tant aspect of security concerns going hand in hand 
with provision of sustainable peace and security.

During 2011 and 2012 a new Vienna-based Insti-
tute for Go-Governance (upgrading our democratic 
culture) was established to promote these building 
blocks with projects looking at transparency, an-
ti-corruption, parliamentary culture and the role of 
oppositions, government and checks and balances, 
constitutional procedures, political responsibility, 
elections and power transitions. Publications took 

as themes the culture of governance, the question 
of dialogue and governance and sustainable democ-
racy. The most recent book focused on governance 
and participation and looked at civil society, protest 
and the quality of policy-making and change. The 
countries covered besides the littoral states were 
the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
One point for greater understanding was that there 
could be a difference between political cultures and 
the relevance of European values. Therefore, the 
aim of the exercise was not to preach for export 
but to discuss best practices and their relevance on 
the ground in the different countries concerned. 
Throughout the region, though as in the EU, there 
is an interest in quality democracy moving well  
beyond simply elections and a multi-party system. 
In achieving this experience can be shared and new 
ideas exchanged across borders. This is where AER 
can and has made a great contribution especially 
under the leadership of Dr Hande Özsan Bozatli from 
Turkey whose own biography is so closely associated 
with cities such as Odessa and Batumi.

Summer School Batumi

Following a good governance conference in the Geor-
gian capital and with the support of the Austrian For-
eign Ministry, the City of Vienna and German Mar-
shall Fund and local partners, a Summer School was 
organised at Batumi University on the Black Sea coast 
for young people from the region engaged in civil so-
ciety and governance work fostering more security in 
the region. Selection was made by application and a 
group including youth from Georgia, Turkey, Arme-
nia, Russia, Ukraine and others came together for 
intensive study carried out by international experts. 
The project resulted in a publication produced by the 
students themselves and the seminars and field work 
enabled the young people to get to know better their 
neighbours. From this it became apparent that there 
was often a lack or insufficient knowledge of neigh-
bouring countries in the region, a situation which 
can easily promote prejudice and conflict. Many of 
the young people had visited countries in the EU or 
even the US but often had not seen much of their 
own region because of difficulties in travel or visa 
restrictions. From the experience many friendships 
were formed which continued via social media subse-
quently. Lectures were also given by Austrian experts 
highlighting the country’s own difficult history and 
path to democracy and stability.

by Melanie Sully
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Awards Scheme

The Institute for Go-Governance decided after a con-
ference series on good governance that very often ex-
amples were given again and again of bad governance, 
not too difficult to cite in the region. However, good 
governance work carried out in difficult circumstances  
was often overlooked. Small projects carried out by 
enterprising individuals with little official support 
can however build that necessary link in the chain to 
strengthen democratic governance. Thus with the help 
of the City of Vienna, the Austrian Foreign Ministry, 
the Austrian Industrialists and the Assembly of Euro-
pean Regions an awards scheme was launched to find 
dedicated people pursuing such projects. Social media 
was used to disseminate information about the award 
as well as the network and the AER newsletter, and ap-
plications were received mostly from Moldova, Ukraine 
and Armenia. Successful candidates were invited from 
western Ukraine, from Chisinau and from Yerevan to 
come to Vienna with expenses paid to undergo inten-
sive training with experts from the Austrian Foreign 
Ministry, the City of Vienna, the UN and the OSCE. The 
projects of the awardees involved improving relations 
between Armenia and Turkey, free media in Armenia, 
a student initiative in Western Ukraine to provide le-
gal assistance and a regional scheme in Moldova. 
Certificates were awarded by officials from the Aus-
trian Foreign Ministry and details can be downloaded  
from the Institute for Go-Governance homepage  
www.go-governance.com. The Institute would like to 
organise more schemes such as this as well as Summer 
Schools in the future but financial support is limited 
and increasingly difficult to come by.

The Work of the AER

AER sees the importance of the Black Sea region 
stretching well beyond the littoral states to Eastern 
Europe, the Balkans, Caucasus and the Caspian area. 
The Batumi Declaration was made following the sec-
ond AER Black Sea summit in Georgia in April 2011. 
It made reference to the geo-strategic role of the 
region, the common ecological problems that tran-
scend borders affecting all countries and neighbours 
and stressed the importance of peace and stability. 
For this AER has strongly promoted and support-
ed projects aiming to develop a dialogue between 
those active in the region engaged in work promot-

ing these aims such as local and regional authorities 
and also civil society which is an important compo-
nent. In accordance with AER philosophy, “local and 
regional levels form the bedrock of fruitful dialogue 
which strives to cope with many challenges facing 
the Black Sea region.”

The Batumi declaration was aimed at European de-
cision-makers, Member States of the EU as well as 
the European Parliament and the European Commis-
sion and sought their support for advancing local 
and regional levels in the partnership necessary for 
working towards a stronger region so close to home. 
The declaration urged an examination of the exist-
ing programmes with a view to enhancing the local 
and regional input and requested the simplification 
of procedures. AER sought even then to widen the 
focus of the region to include the riparian regions of 
the Danube, a point strongly supported by many in 
Austria. Common ecological problems call for com-
mon solutions. The regions in AER sought to develop  
a strategy and worked together in cooperating on 
training schemes such as Training Academies for civil 
servants and decision-makers.

In 2013 the fourth AER summit took place in Rize 
Turkey and drew up a final resolution. This recog-
nised the vital ongoing role of the European Union in 
working for sustainable democracies and peace in the 
region. AER encouraged, however, a stronger partner-
ship in the framework of the European Neighbour-
hood Policy but considered progress modest. Above 
all it called for funding to match the ambitious aims 
of the EU and expressed concern that lack of agree-
ment on budgetary rules could hold back progress. 
However, the resolution noted on a positive note that 
some attempt had been made to streamline the pro-
gramming process for greater simplicity. One of the 
key concepts developed by AER was multi-level gov-
ernance to increase stability and long term security. 
For this to work effectively more fiscal autonomy was 
vital for the regions. AER restated its commitment to 
decentralisation and support for dialogue throughout 
the Black Sea region.

In 2014 representatives of AER gathered in Bucharest 
at the invitation of the National Union of Romani-
an Counties. The meeting pushed for the EU to work 
on a real strategy for the Black Sea region. Not only 

should synergy develop in the Danube cooperation 
programme but at the same time an effort should 
be made to maintain contacts with the Russian Fed-
eration in increasingly difficult circumstances. AER 
welcomed the signature of Association Agreements 
between the EU, Ukraine, Georgia and the Republic 
of Moldova and greeted the move which should pro-
mote cooperation across the borders between Mem-
ber States of the EU and others including Russia. In 
turn AER called on Russia to sign financing agree-
ments which could contribute to greater stability in 
the region as a whole. The priorities for AER are and 
have been education, social inclusion, people to peo-
ple contacts and youth programmes as a foundation 
for the future. In the Bucharest declaration refer-
ence was made to regional and local good govern-
ance without which it is difficult to run programmes 
efficiently. The Academic and Training Centre offers 
a platform for regional administrations and experts 
to improve efficiency and work in this respect. In 
Bucharest AER supported the idea of a Youth Black 
Sea Centre as an advocate of strong regions for the 
future. Much more work has to be done in not only 
securing more financial support but also in acting as 
a network for those working in the region to come 
together and pool resources. 

Conclusion and Outlook

In 2015, in the framework of the 30th anniversary 
AER moved to its Brussels office to a new home in the 
Houe of European Regions, an appropriate centre for 
networking and promoting the values and ideals on 
the spot. Now AER is better placed to champion the 
interests of regions in the Black Sea region.

Looking back on the many dramatic developments in 
the Black Sea region in recent times it can be said 
that progress has been made but often at the expense 
of new hatred where before there was calm and strife 
where before there was mutual understanding. The 
lesson to be learnt is the promotion of people to peo-
ple contact, in the regions and local communities, 
which provide from the bottom up the potential for 
enduring solutions.

Much more has to be done in the Black Sea region to 
combat the lack of trust, and fear which hinder the 
implementation of necessary reforms. There is still 
work to be done on democratic sustainability deficit 
and progress; the legacy of the Soviet era is still cited  
as holding back governance having entrenched a  
culture of passivity: “Shaped by a strong central state 
ideology subnational authorities in the Black Sea area 
do not have the political support they have had by 
tradition and political culture in Western Europe. Al-
though all of the states around the Black Sea have 
sub-national authorities, they lack independence, po-
litical power and fiscal autonomy”. AER accumulated 
a wealth of experience in the region stretching back 
to the fall of the Soviet Union and has shared the ups 
and downs, the setbacks and progress of its regions. 

One of the greatest challenges is to muster finan-
cial support for even the most modest projects. 
To date, the Institute for Go-Governance can be 
grateful for the enthusiasm of members of the AER, 
the Austrian Foreign Ministry and the City of Vien-
na and support kindly made available to realise the 
implementation.
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Regionalisation: why?

Anne Azam-Pradeilles, French ENA graduate, inter-
national expert with an extensive experience in in-
ternational cooperation, EU matters and Institutional 
Building, notably in the fields of public administra-
tion reform, governance, regional policy and capaci-
ty strengthening, in particular with the EU Twinning 
instrument, has graduated of the ENS of Cachan and 
Paris Sorbonne. She started her career as senior lec-
turer and research fellow in English at Paris V-René 
Descartes University. Since 1994, she has specialised 
in EU enlargement: in Poland and several other can-
didate countries, Slovakia, Lithuania, Latvia, Roma-
nia, Bulgaria, then Kosovo, Croatia and Serbia, then in 
European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) countries, East, 
Ukraine, Moldova, and South, Morocco and Egypt and 
more widely Africa, Asia and South America. In 2000, 
she became adviser to the DATAR (Delegate for Spatial 
Planning and Regional Action) for public services and 
public administration reform. Capitalising on this expe-
rience, she became the Pre-Accession Twinning adviser 
for Regional policy in Latvia, Ministry of Finance. She 
then became the Pre-Accession adviser to the Ministry 
of Administration and Interior of Romania, 2004-2005, 
for financial and fiscal decentralisation and later ad-
viser for administrative capacity building to the Direc-
tor General of Civil Service and the President of the 
National Academy of Public Administration of Ukraine. 
From 2008 to July 2012, she was director of interna-
tional cooperation for administrative and territorial 

governance in the French Ministry of Interior. From July 
to December 2014 she has been the team leader for the 
elaboration of the action plan of the National Policy of 
Modernisation of the State in Niger. Since November 
2014 she has been working on decentralisation in the 
context of “advanced regionalisation” for the Ministry 
of Civil Service and Administrative Reform of Morocco. 
In 2013-2014 she has been resident Twinning adviser 
in Moldova for Regional Policy with the Ministry of Re-
gional Development and Construction.

“ The multisecular effort that has long been necessary 
for our country to achieve and maintain its unity in spite 
of the divergences between the provinces that were 
successively added to it, is no longer compulsory today. 
On the contrary, it is the regional activities that appear 
as the springs of its economic power of tomorrow.”
Charles de Gaulle, March 24th 19681

“France has needed a strong and centralised power to 
make itself, it needs today a decentralised power not to 
break away.”
François Mitterrand, July 15th 19812

In our “global village” in which the former super powers 
of the Cold War have faded away into more balanced 
driving forces and in which demographically strong 
countries have emerged as powerful economic and po-
litical powers, regionalisation has become one of the 
most effective institutional building instruments, an 
essential component of the democratic process and 
a major asset for sustainable economic, social and 
territorial development. Regions, which must be dis-
tinguished from states, are at the heart of economic, 
social and territorial cohesion. There can be regions in 
both unitary and federal states. Considered sometimes 
as a step towards federalisation, they may be perceived 
as a danger in certain contexts. “Regionalisation” re-
fers to the process of dividing a state into smaller units 
and transferring to them a number of powers – either 
from central state administration to regional and local 
state administrations (deconcentration) or to self-gov-
ernments (decentralisation).

1 www.charles-de-gaulle.org/pages/l-homme/accueil/discours/le-president-de-la-cinquieme-republique-1958-1969/
 discours-sur-la-reforme-regionale-lyon-24-mars-1968.php
2 www.mitterrand.org/L-oxygene-de-la-democratie-locale.html

In the European Union (EU) “regions” have so many dif-
ferent names, sizes and numbers of inhabitants that in 
the seventies EUROSTAT established statistical stand-
ards and norms: the Nomenclature d’Unités Statistiques 
Territoriales or NUTS. The Commission Regulation (EC) 
No 1059/2003 gave NUTS a legal status in July 20033. 
NUTS 1 refers to the state level, NUTS 2 to the region 
level, NUTS 3 to the 3rd tier, like the 39 Government Re-
gions (Regierungsbezirke) in Germany or the 101 dépar-
tements in France and NUTS 4 and 5 refer to lower levels 
of self-governments or Local Administrative Units (LAU)4.

The EU is composed of rather big countries, like Ger-
many, France, Italy, Spain or Poland, and small coun-
tries like Estonia and Latvia or very small ones like 
Luxemburg, Malta or Cyprus. Regional policy targeting 
the NUTS 2 level, it was decided, notably for the allo-
cation of EU structural funds, to consider the smaller 
countries as NUTS 1/2 Member States. Some countries, 
federal or semi-federal or composed of a “Union” of 
“Nations” are divided  into several NUTS 1 Units. The 
United Kingdom (UK) has devolved a lot of powers to 
the members of its “United Kingdom” and Scotland, for 
example, is one of 12 NUTS 1 areas in the UK and is 
divided into 4 NUTS 2 areas. 

During the eighties the implementation of Regional 
Policy with its financial instruments was an incentive 
to the creation of institutional regional units. But, for 

different reasons, some countries only created these 
NUTS 2 territories as programming regions, not as 
self-governments, like Portugal and, later, Bulgaria and 
Romania – whose territorial reforms are delayed in 
both cases by historical and political issues related to 
the still important presence of minorities, Turkish and 
Hungarian respectively. The late appearance of regions 
as fully-fledged institutional entities when territorial 
units existed in a way or another in more or less all 
the member states deserves to be carefully analysed. In 
1985 the European Charter of Local Self-Government5 
was elaborated by the Council of Europe. But the late 
ratification of the Charter by some countries, France 
for instance, who only did so in 2006, underlines the 
sensitive dimension of the transfer of some powers 
from the central state to regional entities.

Seen from opposite perspectives regionalisation can be 
considered by some as a strong democratic asset en-
abling sustainable economic and social development 
and by others as a weakening of the country or even 
a threat to the unity of the state. Regionalisation and 
federalisation have been debated intensely in Europe in 
the past months with the Scottish referendum and the 
Cataluna vote – both nations’ leaders proposing to go 
the full length of the process towards independence and 
the creation of new countries. The end of the commu-
nist block in Central Europe and the Balkans has shown 
several such examples with Czekoslovakia dividing into 

3 ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/history  
4 ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units 

5 conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/122.htm , Strasbourg, 15/ 10/1985

by Anne Azam-Pradeilles
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two, now both EU Member States, Yugoslavia exploding 
into several of its past components, then the Federation 
of Serbia and Montenegro also separating and Kosovo 
seceding from Serbia. All these countries are meant to 
enter the EU soon and their former links will be assets. 
But Kosovo, for instance, is not yet recognised by all EU 
member states as some consider it may prove a “bad” 
example when there are still unsolved or not yet totally 
appeased minority problems in their own countries.

France study case 
With a “regional” history of more than two thousand 
years, the case of France may provide an interest-
ing example. After the fall of the Roman Empire, the 
“French regions” again became somewhat autonomous 
under the rule of often conflicting tribes. The first 
king who really re-started the process of institution 
building was Hugues CAPET, elected king in 987. As 
prince of the Ile-de-France “region” he was the most 
powerful prince, and as elected by the other “regional” 
princes he was legitimate and his hereditary dynasty 
lasted for 8 centuries until the revolution at the end 
of the 18th century. His centralised power was vest-
ed in the allegiance of his vassals, the feudal lords, 
heads of the other regions. At the beginning of the 
17th century, Louis XIII decided to put an end to the 
feudal system. The uprising, “La Fronde” (1648-53), 
of first the Parliament then the highest regional lords, 
during the infancy of Louis XIV mark the last attempts 
to counterbalance the absolute power of the king. 
At his majority Louis XIV declared “I am the State” 
and insisted on having all his regional lords at court 
– with no political power. His governance was based 
on a strong institutional organisation with profes-
sional ministers – the provinces being administered 
by powerful fermiers généraux, in charge of levying 
taxes for the royal treasury.  The Constitutions of the 
revolutionary period (1789-99) capitalised on the 
royal administrative framework – except for regions 
that represented the aristocratic power of a privileged 
elite that the new politicians wanted to see abolished. 
When in 18006, Napoleon passed a law on centrali-
sation as the mode of administrative governance and 
created the prefects, representing State, Government 
and all ministers, he did so not at regional level but 
at departmental level (NUTS 3). Progressively, notably 
with Napoleon III, the missions devolved to the pre-
fectoral corps extended to economic development 

policies. But it was only a century later, after the 2nd 
World War, that the first planning regions were cre-
ated in 1955 and region prefects established in 19647 

- just after DATAR, the Delegation for Spatial Planning 
and Regional Policy, created in 19638. In 1969 Presi-
dent de GAULLE failed in his referendum establishing 
regions as self-governments. Regions were only cre-
ated in 1982 in the law on decentralisation9. And it is 
only in 2003 that the revised Constitution explicitly 
included the regions in article 7210. To render these re-
gions more competitive in a global context, France has 
just passed a law11 to reduce on January 1st 2016 their 
number from 22 to 13 in metropolitan France with a 
bigger size, more inhabitants and more competencies.

Morocco study case
Morocco is also a very interesting case. After signing a 
protectorate treaty in 1912 with France and obtaining 
its independence in 1956, the country chose to capital-
ise on its administrative past. The history of Moroccan 
regions started in the forties. After the war, smaller units, 
“provinces”, were preferred. But again, in the sixties, 7 
regions were created to address the challenges of eco-
nomic development. In the Constitutions of 1992 and 
1996 regions are local governments under the rule of 
the deconcentrated services of the appointed governors. 
The regional charter promulgated by the dahir (law) of 
April 2nd 1997 regulates this first decentralisation and 
divides the country into 16 regions, including the two 
Sahara “provinces of the South”. In January 2010 King 
Mohammed VI set up a consultative Commission for Re-
gionalisation, which produced its report a year later12. 
In 2011 the King reacted rapidly to the “Arab Spring”. 
The Constitution, revised in July 2011, states that “The 
territorial organisation of the Realm is decentralised, 
based on an advanced regionalisation”. Title IX on “Re-
gions and Territorial Collectivities “, articles 135 to 146, 
defines the role and missions of the Regional Council 
and its elected chairperson and of the wali, represent-
ing the central power at regional level13. The decree of 
February 20th 201514 presents the 12 new regions of 
Morocco, with their provinces and prefectures, as well 
as the number of regional counselors for each region. 
According to the Constitution (Art. 71), the regions are 
based on criteria of efficiency and coherence and on the 
principles of subsidiarity, sustainable development and 
quality of service for the citizens. For the two Sahara 
wilayas, a new adjective has been used for the concept 

6 www.u-picardie.fr/labo/curapp/revues/root/45/Annexe.pdf_4a0d2b2344d22/Annexe.pdf  
 Law of 28 Pluviose An VIII (February 17th 1800) on the division of the French territory and on administration.  
7 www.arf.asso.fr/histoire-du-fait-regional: Decrees of June 30th 1955 creating 21  
 programming regions, and of March 14th 1964 creating 21 regions prefects. 
8 Decree N° 63-112 of February 14th 1963 creating a Delegation for Spatial Planning and Regional Policy  
 (DATAR) and defining the competencies of the Delegate
9 Law n° 82-213 of March 2nd 1982 on the rights and liberties of communes, departments and regions. 
 legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000880039 

10 www.assemblee-nationale.fr/12/dossiers/decentralisation.asp 
11 Law n° 2015-29 of January 16th 2015 on the delimitation of the regions, on regional and departmental 
 elections and modifying the election dates, www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=F83A462A
 D54976EC7EBD324B60923484.tpdila12v_1?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000030109622&dateTexte=20150412
12 www.regionalisationavancee.ma/PDF/Rapport/Fr/L1_ConceptionGenerale.pdf 
 www.regionalisationavancee.ma/PDF/DiscoursRoyal/Fr/DiscoursRoyal9mars11.pdf

of regionalisation, “extended”, with the idea of applying 
to them the Spanish model of autonomy15.

Egypt study case
The case of Egypt also brings an interesting perspective. 
Egypt as a nation state goes back to the tenth millennium 
before Christ and has experienced some of the earliest 
forms of central government. The new Constitution of 
201416 has 247 articles with the executive authorities in 
Chapter V, the President (art. 139-162), the Government 
(art. 163-174) and the Local Administration (art.175-
183). Article 175 on Administrative Units provides: “The 
state is divided into local administrative units that have 
legal personality. They include governorates, cities and 
villages”. The governorates17 are administered by a gov-
ernor, appointed by the President. They are deconcen-
trated regions, not yet decentralised. Governorates are 
either “urban” or a mix of “urban” and “rural”. They may 
comprise just one city, as Cairo or Alexandria. To address 
the political and geostrategic challenges of the Sinai, a 
large desert sparsely populated by Bedouins, bordering on 
Gaza, Israel, Jordan and Saoudi Arabia, two large regions 
have been created, North Sinai and South Sinai, with a 
certain degree of specificity taken into account in the 
Constitution. The same is true for Nubians in the Upper 
Egypt governorates and for some other minorities like the 
Berbers. Their inclusion in Egypt’s political map aims at 
preserving its territorial unity, avoiding internal disputes 
or even movements calling for secession - the more so as 
Sinai is the frequent target of terrorists who want to es-
tablish a caliphate on the model of ISIS in Irak and Syria.

After Morocco and Egypt, belonging to the Europe-
an Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) in the South,  two 
countries of ENP East deserve to be analysed, Mol-
dova and Ukraine. 

Moldova and Ukraine study case 
Both are former Soviet Socialist Republics colonised by 
Russia at some stage of their respective histories and 
again independent since 1991 at the fall of the Soviet 
Union. Moldova for a time kept its NUTS 3 Romanian 
judeti and has now recently created three development 
regions, an autonomous territory, Gagaouzia, and one 
with a special status, Transnistria. Ukraine has kept its 
soviet NUTS 2 oblasts with an appointed governor. Both 
countries have been developing in the last few years a 
National Strategy for Regional Development, supported 

by Technical Assistance from the EU and even a Twin-
ning project with the Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment and Construction for Moldova in 2012-2014. And 
both are facing the same problem, secessionist territo-
ries, Transnistria for Moldova and Donbass for Ukraine. 
The cease-fire of July 1992 in Transnistria has led to 
a frozen conflict and the Russian tanks are still there. 
The Minsk cease-fire Agreement of February 12th 2015 
seems to be leading to the same result: Crimea is still 
occupied and the tanks are still in parts of Louhansk 
and Donetsk oblasts. Unrecognised by any United Na-
tions member state, Transnistria is designated by the 
Republic of Moldova as the “Transnistria autonomous 
territorial unit with special legal status”18. On March 
17th 2015, the Ukrainian Parliament has voted a special 
legal status with limited self-rule for its occupied East-
ern regions, to be granted after elections in accordance 
with Ukrainian law and under international observa-
tion. The Russian backed separatists have already re-
fused. In November 2003, Russian president Putin had 
proposed a memorandum on the creation of an asym-
metric federal Moldovan state, which did not materi-
alise. The same concept was proposed to Ukraine, who 
considered that federalisation was a dangerous pro-
cess liable to lead to secession – the more so as Crimea 
had been annexed. Following this inclusion of Crimea 
to the Russian Federation, in March 2014 the head of 
the Transnistrian parliament asked to join the Russian 
Federation. No answer was given. Last but not least, 
the linguistic dimension is to be stressed in both cases. 
The war in Eastern Ukraine was partly kindled by the 
immature decision of the new Ukrainian Government 
to stop considering Russian as an official language. 
Moldova had made the same diplomatic mistake at the 
fall of the USSR – which immediately angered the Rus-
sian-speaking minority of the left bank of the Dniestr 
and was one of the causes of the war. Today public 
education in the Romanian language in Transnistria is 
done using the Soviet Moldovan Cyrillic alphabet – the 
Latin alphabet being restricted to only a few schools. 

Why choose regions ? As we have seen regionalisation 
is a very powerful instrument for both states and cit-
izens. It both enables to keep a country together and 
to help all its components to develop and prosper and 
it provides citizens with a better service and more ac-
countability from its leaders. It is also an instrument of 
democracy and, we hope, of peace.

13 Constitution marocaine du 1er juillet 2011, article 1 : l’” organisation territoriale du Royaume est décen-
 tralisée, fondée sur une régionalisation avancée “. “ Titre IX. Des régions et des collectivités territoriales “,  
 articles 135 : les collectivités territoriales (régions, préfectures ou provinces et communes) “ constituent  
 des personnes morales de droit public et gèrent démocratiquement leurs affaires “ ; ainsi que le conseil  
 communal et le conseil régional “ sont élus au suffrage universel direct “ ; article 145 : les walis et les  
 gouverneurs “ représentent le pouvoir central “ au sein des collectivités territoriales

14 Décret n° 2-15-40 du 1er joumada-1 1436 (20 février 2015) fixant le nombre des régions, leurs dénomina- 
 tions, leurs chefs-lieux ainsi que les préfectures et provinces qui les composent, Bulletin Officiel 5/3/2015
15 gerddam.over-blog.com/2014/05/colloque-international-sur-la-regionalisation-avancee-au-maroc.html 
16 www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Egypt_2014.pdf
17 www.emapsworld.com/egypt-governorates-map.html
18 Law n°173 from 22.07.2005 “About main notes about special legal status of settlements of left bank of  
 Dnestr (Transnistria)”
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Maura Adshead, BA, MA (Limerick), Phd (Liverpool) is 
Senior Lecturer in Politics and Public Administration, 
Department of Politics and Public Administration at the 
University of Limerick. She is the author of Developing 
European Regions? Ashgate, 2002, the co-author (with 
Jonathon Tonge) of Politics in Ireland, Palgrave, 2009; 
and the co-editor of Public Administration and Public 
Policy in Ireland: theory and methods, Routledge 2003; 
Contesting the State: lessons from the Irish case, MUP, 
2008, and FOI@15. An examination of Freedom of 
Information in Ireland, MUP, 2015. She published a variety 
of articles on aspects of Irish and European politics and 
public policy and has carried out commissioned research 
for Combat Poverty, the Health Service Executive and 
the National Economic and Social Forum.

For the last three hundred years or so, the nation state 
has been regarded as the most appropriate unit of po-
litical rule. Secured in international treaties and law, 
dating back as far as the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, 
there is a presumption that nation states have the right 
to political independence and autonomy. 

The combination of nation and state, however, is not 
always a happy coincidence. States are independent 
political units, over which recognized governments 
have judicial, administrative and territorial powers to 
rule. In this respect, states are practical units of gov-
ernment: nations are often less so. The idea of a nation 

usually embodies a blend of cultural, linguistic, ethnic 
or religious particulars shared by a group of people for 
whom this distinctive combination provides a binding 
sense of identity. For some this identity is naturally 
claimed: for others it is deliberately created.

Thus, for example, some see the nation as a largely cul-
tural phenomenon, organically created by the distinctive 
and shared history, language, lifestyles and attitudes of 
its people. It is this view that lends itself to the idea - 
put about by German philosophers in the 18th century - 
of the Volksgeist, a nation’s collective sense of itself that 
is often revealed in the songs, myths, stories and legends 
of its people. For others, nations are groups of people 
bound together primarily through shared citizenship and 
civic obligation, regardless of their cultural, religious or 
linguistic loyalties. It is this view that underpinned the 
French revolution, creating the idea of French citizens 
with inalienable rights and liberties bound together by 
the radical creation of the French nation state.  

The problem then, is that whereas states are objectively 
identifiable political units, with governments that rep-
resent them, nations are more likely to be subjectively 
defined by their members – a projection of a perceived 
political community that does not always coincide with 
the practical politics of the state. For all Europeans, his-
tory illustrates that the difference between nations and 
states is much more than simple semantics. 

Delicately positioned between the nation and the 
state, European regions typically accommodate the di-
verse political, social and cultural identities of distinct 
groups of people whilst falling short of strident bids 
for statehood.  Whilst the 19th century nation states 
spurned regions as obstacles to the construction of a 
national identity, 20th century states regarded regions 
as a means to strengthen fragile European democra-
cies in the aftermath of the Second World War. Post 
war peace, the establishment of stable frontiers, and 
the easing of relations between European states, pro-
vided a context in which European regions were a po-
litically secure means to represent religious, linguistic 
and cultural differences within states. 

In Germany, the strong role given over to regions in 
the newly created federal state was designed to avoid 
the excesses of centralisation that had occurred under 
National Socialism. In some states, such as Belgium or 
Italy, it is argued that regionalism helped compensate 
for the weakness of the central state. And in other 
cases, such as Spain, regional autonomy was the price 
paid for peaceful democratic transition. 

The advance of European integration provided further 
political impetus for regional recognition. EU acknowl-
edgement of European regions offered the promise 
of increased EU legitimacy by establishing the means 
to connect a supranational level of government to a 
more locally relevant regional level. Moreover, as the 
demands on European welfare states continued to in-
crease, bespoke regional responses presented a more 
effective investment to cash-strapped central govern-
ments. Practically speaking, European regions provided 
a peaceful means to promote European democracy.

Spain study case
Nevertheless, in some places regional movements 
remained in contention with the central state. The 
Basque separatist movement is perhaps the most ob-
vious example, with claims to a Basque nation that 
comprises the autonomous communities of the Basque 
Country and Navarre in Spain, and the French Basque 
Country in France. In an awkward historical paradox, 

however, greater autonomy was ceded to the Basque 
region in Spain in return for their alliance with Franco. 
The surrender, in 1937, of Basque troops to the Italian 
allies of Franco in Santander (Santona) is still recalled 
by many leftists in Spain as the ‘Treason of Santona’. 
In a further ironic twist, the reemergence of violent 
Basque separatism in the 1960s, focused around ETA’s 
Marxian claims for an independent Socialist Basque 
country, led both to unprecedented levels of autonomy 
for the region in the newly democratic Spain and a se-
ries of Christian Democrat-led governments in Basque 
Autonomous Community. Although the separatist and 
nationalist organisation ‘Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), 
meaning ‘Basque homeland and Freedom’ announced a 
definitive cessation of violence in October 2011, still the 
patchwork of political preferences within the Basque 
region have worked against plans for independence.

The same cannot be said for Catalonia. In addition to 
a strong attachment to their own language, the wide 
scale suppression of all things Catalan by the Franco 
regime helped to develop a broader and more political-
ly inclusive independent identity. In addition to ban-
ning the use of Catalan in government-run institutions, 
Franco’s regime banned any kind of public political ac-
tivities in Catalan, including even the publication of 
books or simply the discussion of ideas in Catalan. The 
extraction from German-occupied France, of the ex-
iled pro-Republic of Spain President of Catalonia, Lluis 
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Companys, his subsequent torture and execution for 
‘military rebellion’ in 1940 seeded a tension between 
Catalonia and the Spanish state which has never since 
been fully resolved. 

After Franco’s death in 1975, Catalonia voted for the 
adoption of a democratic Spanish Constitution in 1978 
giving Catalonia a degree of political and cultural au-
tonomy. Today, it is the most economically dynamic 
region of Spain and its capital and largest city, Bar-
celona, is a major international, cultural centre and 
tourist destination. Where political extremism divided 
the Basques, however, Catalan nationalism has enjoyed 
a consistent political consensus. In 2005, the Catalan 
government proposed a new statute on autonomy, 
designating Catalan as the preferred language and al-
locating increased judicial and fiscal competences to 
the region. For many Catalans, the statute offered a 
final chance to find political accommodation in the 
Spanish state. Supported by a large majority of Cat-
alans and approved by both the Spanish and Catalan 
parliaments, it was, however, struck down by a land-
mark ruling from the Spanish constitutional court in 
2010. The decision triggered a wave of public outrage, 
mass street demonstrations and a further impetus to-
wards regional autonomy. 

Belgium study case
In other places the long-standing claims for regional 
autonomy have grown hand in hand with the central 
state. Since its creation in 1830, the Kingdom of Bel-
gium has been divided into two main linguistic groups: 
the northern Dutch speaking Flemish (or Flanders); and 
the southern French speaking Walloons. The existence 
of the French speaking capital in the middle of the 
Dutch-speaking region, plus a significant minority of 
German speakers along the German border, makes any 
neat separation between the two groups infeasible. 
Still it is argued that the Flemish speaking Dutch and 
French speaking Walloons have been drifting further 
apart since the 1970s. A series of state reforms be-
tween 1970 and 1993 enabled the evolution of a more 
effective federal structure, but still since the 2007 gen-
eral election, forming a national government has be-
come increasingly fraught. In 2010-11, the country had 
to wait 589 days before a government was agreed. The 
situation was equally difficult following the election of 
2014. In consequence, even the French Walloon hold 
on the lucrative capital region of Brussels, which has 
kept the Flemish in the union thus far, is perhaps no 
longer enough to hold the two regions together.  The 
problem, however, for two more or less equal regions 

in Belgium is that there can be no further devolution 
short of independent statehood. This was not the case 
in the UK, where the long-standing asymmetry in re-
gional powers meant that there was plenty of scope for 
a further devolution to UK regions.

UK study case
When the leader of the Labour party, Tony Blair came 
to power in Britain in 1997, he pursued a constitution-
al revolution which, he promised, would be ‘the biggest 
programme of change to democracy ever proposed’. 
Amongst his proposals were a Scottish Parliament 
with legislative and tax varying powers, a National As-
sembly for Wales and the promise of English region-
al assemblies, where they were supported in regional 
referenda. In parallel with these changes, the peace 
talks in Northern Ireland that were concluded with the 
1998 Good Friday Agreement, also devolved significant 
powers to the newly created Northern Irish Assembly. 
Legislative devolution was accompanied by executive 
devolution to the Scottish Government (formerly Ex-
ecutive), Welsh Assembly Government and Northern 
Ireland Executive. Each government is accountable to 
its own Parliament or Assembly. In addition, all three 
devolved parts of the UK are still represented in the 
UK Parliament at Westminster. Scotland has 59 West-
minster MPs, Wales 40 and Northern Ireland 18. This 
settlement, which was designed to finally settle re-
gional claims for autonomy, was only partially suc-
cessful. Although regarded as a positive reinforcement 
of regional identities in Wales and Northern Ireland, 
it seemed only to encourage further separatist claims 
in Scotland, whilst contributing to a more generalised 
feeling of disgruntlement with government amongst 
many English. There are many factors responsible for 
the rise of the UK Independence Party (UKIP), but – 
notwithstanding the name – it is clearly a party that 
appeals to English voters with strong nationalist feel-
ings. Their part in the May 2015 general election cam-
paign helped make that election the most volatile ever 
in British history. For the first time ever, there were five 
English parties polling more than 5% of the vote: Con-
servative, Labour, Liberal Democrat, UKIP and Green; 
raising the possibility that the Scottish National Party 
might be the third largest party in Westminster!
It is in this volatile political atmosphere that a yes vote 
in the recent Scottish independence referendum would 
certainly have meant the opening of Pandora’s box 
for European politics as a whole. Although breaking a 
307 year union with England and Wales would have 
been dramatic enough for the politics of the United 
Kingdom, these were not the only political impacts to 

consider. A queue of other independently minded Eu-
ropean regions were equally keen to see what new po-
litical opportunities and precedents Scottish secession 
might set. In the months leading up to the Scottish 
vote, online polls produced majorities for independ-
ence in the South Tyrol and Veneto regions of Italy, 
as well as Catalonia in Spain. And so it was that the 
Scottish campaign for independence became as much 
a concern for the rest of Europe as it was for the UK. 
Indirectly joining the campaign in February 2015, the 
European Commission President, Jose Manuel Barroso, 
argued that it “would be extremely difficult, if not im-
possible” for an independent Scotland to join the EU, 
because the formation of a new member from a mem-
ber state would need the approval from all other ex-
isting EU states. And that was likely not forthcoming.

And policies in all this ?
But in all of the recent talk of regional secession, sepa-
ratism and statehood, have we mistaken long-standing 
regional issues for the cause of contemporary political 
turmoil when in fact regions provide ready-made po-
litical channels through which to voice other political 
concerns? A closer look at the politics of Catalonia and 
Scotland would seem to support this view. 

For Catalonia, on the question of cultural, linguistic 
and even economic independence: none of these need 
to be ‘claimed’, for they already exist. Catalans are Cat-
alans. They know that Catalonia is a part of Spain, but 
in the everyday reality this is only a technicality. It is 
in this context that moves for an independent Catalo-
nia first appeared as but another manifestation of this 
strong regional identity.  As disappointment with the 
Spanish government increased, however, the idea of a 
Catalonian alternative seemed less fanciful. On a trip 
to Spain during Easter this year I spoke to one Cata-
lan woman about her support for a secessionist ref-
erendum and gained something of an insight into the 
mixed feelings about independence shared by many 
Catalans. Originally, against independence, she would 
now be tempted to vote for it, “because the Spanish 
government is so awful”. This is a feeling shared by 
many more in Spain, not just in Catalonia. 
The meteoric rise of Podemos, a leftist insurgent party 
founded in early 2014 provides testimony to this. Pode-
mos calls for sweeping reforms to the Spanish political 
system, including a 35 hour week, a state-funded basic 
income for all citizens, public control over ‘strategic’ 
parts of the economy and parliamentary control over 
the policies of the European Central Bank. With popu-
lar support fluctuating consistently around and above 

25%, Podemos now outflanks the ruling conservative 
party and its socialist opposition. Led by Pablo Iglesias, 
a relatively young 36 year old lecturer of politics, Po-
demos reflects a populist move against traditional po-
litical croneyism and a long string of recent corruption 
scandals in Spain. 

Certainly much of the surge in support for Scottish 
independence drew from the same kinds of popular 
discontent. Scottish antipathy towards conservative 
led UK governments, that threaten more left-oriented 
education and health values in Scotland, has provid-
ed a natural well-spring of support for independence 
from anti-austerity voters disaffected by Westminister 
politics. A review of the pro-independence campaign 
reveals that it was as much about retaining those pos-
itive things created by the union and now in threat, as 
it was about creating an entirely new political plan. 
Support for the National Health Service against threats 
of privatisation and a positive and proactive role in 
Europe were key issues in the Scottish independence 
campaign. And there are good reasons to think that 
the campaign went some way to achieving these ambi-
tions: it has led to even greater regional autonomy and 
revenue raising powers in the post referendum political 
settlement, making the Scottish parliament the third 
most devolved parliament in the world, after those of 
the Canadian provinces and Swiss cantons. But per-
haps not everything is about regional power. Polls from 
the most recent UK general election showed that many 
Scottish Labour voters opted to support the SNP, see-
ing it as a potential power-broker in a post-election 
coalition in the Westminster parliament and a means 
thereby to support the policies they want in Scotland 
via the UK parliament, as well as their own.

If we are to learn anything from a review of European 
regionalism, it is that we cannot expect the ouctome of 
the Scottish referendum to quell the desire for greater 
regional autonomy, but that as much of the responsi-
bility for this political impetus comes from states as it 
does from regions.
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Regionalism in Europe has been on the rise since the 
mid-1980s. Prior to that European integration was 
driven by and mainly concerned nation states; re-
gional and local authorities were not really in the pic-
ture. This has changed considerably over the last 30 
years, for a number of reasons. First, both the Euro-
pean Union (EU) and the Council of Europe (CoE) have 
enlarged considerably, especially after the dissolution 
of the Soviet Union, which had also has an impact 
on the nature of their policies. In the case of the EU, 
the southern and northern enlargements in the 1980s 

and 1990s, but especially the eastern enlargements in 
2004 and 2007, have led to an expansion of the EU 
Cohesion Policy in which regions play a crucial part. 
Secondly, supranational institutions such as the Eu-
ropean Commission have deliberately developed close 
cooperation with regional and local actors, and with 
their associations, to some extent “by-passing the 
nation state”. Thirdly, the kind of problems European 
cooperation addresses, and thereby the nature of Eu-
ropean integration, has changed a lot over the last 30 
years. With the “completion” of the Single European 
Market (SEM) and the establishment of the Economic 
Monetary Union (EMU), the need for European coop-
eration has spilled-over to a large variety of policy ar-
eas in which all kinds of interdependencies between 
Member States occur. These increased internal inter-
dependencies (within a large and increasingly heter-
ogeneous group of nation states) are complemented 
by huge changes in the external environment, such as 
increased economic competition on the global level 
and numerous armed conflicts at Europe’s doorstep.

In this article, a historical overview is given of the 
rise of regionalism, first for the CoE, then for the EU, 
with a focus on the institutional role of regions and 
on their lobbying activities. This development is then 
placed within the wider context of the dynamics of 
the European integration process. The article con-
cludes with a future outlook on the role of regions 
in Europe.

Regions and the Council of Europe: 
a historical overview

The Council of Europe, founded in 1949, was the 
first to incorporate representation by sub-national 
authorities into its institutional fabric, by means of the 
establishment of the Conference of Local Authorities 
of Europe (CEPL) in 1957, which was succeeded by the 
Conference of Local and Regional Authorities in 1975 
(CEPLR). The CEPLR brought together representatives 
from regional authorities and local authorities and 
it became a more permanent institution (a Standing 

Conference ) in 1979. In 1985 it adopted the 
European Charter of Local Self-Government, to which 
all (currently 47) CoE Member States are parties. The 
Charter commits the Member States to guarantee 
political, financial and administrative independence 
of sub-national authorities, to be laid down in 
(constitutional) legislation.
In the mid-1980s a more comprehensive role of the 
CEPLR (i.e. as an autonomous CoE “senate” made up 
of regional representatives) was debated but did not 
materialise. Regions reacted to this by establishing –in 
1985- the Council of Regions of Europe (CRE) which in 
1987 became the Assembly of European Regions (AER). 
AER successfully fought for a true representation of 
regions in the CoE; eventually, in 1994, the status of 
the CEPLR was upgraded to that of the present Con-
gress of Local and Regional Authorities of the CoE. This 
Congress consists of two chambers, one of which is 
the Chamber of Regions, with 318 members. The Con-
gress adopts recommendations and opinions which are 
presented to the CoE Committee of Ministers and/or 
Parliamentary Assembly. In 2010-2011 the Congress 
reformed its own structures and activities in order to 
make its work more effective and relevant to European 
citizens. Its general role in CoE decision-making is con-
sultative. In terms of local democracy and the guarding 
of the Charter it has an important monitoring role (by 
means of regular inspections of Member States and 
observations of elections). Increasingly, and as result of 
prioritisation of its activities, the Congress is involved 
in cooperation programmes and projects, and in net-
working activities.
As regions have a direct channel of influence in the 
CoE, they are less involved in lobbying the CoE. Lob-
bying generally is less well-developed in the CoE con-
text, compared to the EU, and is done mostly by NGOs 
in the field of human rights and democracy.

Regions and the EU: a historical overview

The involvement of regions in the decision-making 
processes of the EU started later than in the CoE 
case, but it has evolved rapidly. The Maastricht Trea-
ty, which entered into force in 1993, gave regional 
authorities from federal Member States the right of 
representation in the Council of Ministers. It also es-
tablished the Committee of the Regions (CoR), which 
started in 1994. As with the upgrading of the CoE 
CEPLR to a true Congress, AER was crucial to the es-

tablishment of this EU assembly of regional and local 
representatives. The Maastricht Treaty furthermore 
put forward the subsidiarity principle (which also is 
part of the CoE European Charter) as a fundamental 
principle for delineating competencies within the EU.
The Lisbon Treaty, which entered into force in Decem-
ber 2009, has further strengthened the institutional 
role of regions in the EU, by giving more substance to 
the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality. By 
means of the Early Warning System (EWS) national 
parliaments have a right to scrutinise EU legislation 
at an early stage, and can invite regional parliaments 
to give their opinion on subsidiarity compliance. This 
involvement of regional parliaments can be support-
ed and coordinated by the CoR.

The CoR itself, although still in an advisory capacity,  
is now involved in the entire legislative process and 
must be consulted by the European Commission, 
the Council of Ministers and European Parliament. 
The CoR also has been given the right to take action 
before the Court of Justice in case of infringement 
of the subsidiarity principle. Its mandate has been 
changed from four to five years, in order to bring it 
into line with that of European Parliament. The CoR 
currently has 350 members (and the same number 
of alternate members), who are locally and regionally 
elected politicians.

This institutional development links in with what 
is often called increased “regional mobilisation” 
within the EU. As far as influencing EU policies is 
concerned, regions have two main channels. First, 
they can contribute to the Member State’s position 
by providing the regional perspective on EU policy 
proposals. In some countries, formal (and sometimes 
rather elaborate) consultation procedures on (new) EU 
legislation exist in which regional authorities and their 
associations participate. Secondly, they can act directly 
as interest groups and lobby the EU institutions. Often 
both the indirect (intra-state) and direct (extra-state) 
channels are used. If there is no formal role for regional 
authorities direct lobbying is the only option. From the 
mid-1980s onwards we can witness a huge growth 
in regional representations in Brussels, run by cities, 
municipalities, regions and their associations. It is 
estimated that more than 250 of such liaison offices 
are now present in Brussels, with an average budget of 
ğ350,000. They vary in size, from one staff member to 
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over 30, with 6 on average, meaning that Brussels now 
hosts more than 1,500 sub-national lobbyists.
Liaison offices are however just one form of regional 
representation. Increasingly, regions often in addition 
to individual representation by means of liaison of-
fices get engaged in more hybrid forms of mobilisa-
tion, by establishing joint offices with some regions 
of the same country, by participating in national as-
sociations which include all regions of their country, 
or by involvement in transnational associations or 
networks, sometimes beyond EU borders. In 30 years’ 
time a dense network of regional representation has 
been built in Brussels.

The logic of regionalism

The increasing institutional involvement of regions in 
both the CoE and the EU and especially the huge steps 
over the last 30 years in regional mobilisation at the 
European level follow from the logic of European in-
tegration. As mentioned before, the widening of Eu-
ropean integration by means of enlargement has had 
a direct effect on the contents of CoE and EU policies, 
especially on EU Cohesion Policy. In further devel-
oping these policies, the institutions of the CoE and 
the EU have found natural allies in regional and local 
authorities. European integration is favourable to re-
gions, as being part of the EU provides regions with 
various advantages (being part of the SEM, access to 
funding, access to networks, possibility to learn from 
peers and best practices). Regions increasingly do not 
need nation states to perform successfully.
While EU legislation and Cohesion Policy have a huge 
impact on and provide great opportunities to region-
al authorities, at the same time the EU increasingly 
needs regions to successfully implement its policies. 
The SEM and EMU consist of policies that are shaped 
by nation states and require implementation mainly 
on the nation state level. The Lisbon Agenda and its 
successor, the Europe 2020 Strategy, which focuses 
on smart, inclusive and sustainable growth, however, 
are EU wide strategies that require the involvement 
of all levels of government. The big advantage of re-
gions is that they are flexible and can easily be nest-
ed. Depending on the policy issue at hand, the most 
adequate level of action may involve local author-
ities, small regions, larger regions, cross-border re-

gional cooperation or macro-regions that go beyond 
EU borders.

Future challenges

With the Lisbon Treaty subsidiarity is put at the core 
of EU decision-making and institutional procedures 
have been put in place to safeguard this principle. 
So far, the issues that were contested by national 
parliaments within the framework of the Early 
Warning System did not have bearing upon regional 
authorities, but were about the competency of the EU  
vis-à-vis Member States. The EWS files that involved 
a regional dimension and for which the CoR has 
provided regional parliaments with support, are few. 
Although the procedure has now been in place for 
almost 6 years, it does not seem as if it has brought 
about big changes in the position of the CoR and/
or regional parliaments. The positive explanation 
is that in most Member States regions are already 
sufficiently involved in intra-state decision-making 
on EU policies, and that the same is true for the 
functioning of the CoR. The negative explanation is 
that the institutions involved (national parliaments, 
CoR) still struggle with adapting their procedures and 
activities in such a way that they can deliver in their 
capacity as watchdog of the subsidiarity principle.

Another possible line of reasoning is that in the cur-
rent context of governance, in which public actors 
from all levels cooperate with private actors in order 
to coproduce and implement policies, the subsidiarity 
principle is difficult to apply, as such coproduction is 
at odds with strict delineation of tasks between lev-
els of government. In practice proportionality (i.e. in 
what way should the EU be involved?) is more often 
an issue than subsidiarity as such. Regional authori-
ties and EU institutions may have common policy ob-
jectives, but policy implementation may bring about 
excessive administrative burdens on the regional and 
local level. A proportionality check on new EU leg-
islation (for instance as part of the regular Impact 
Assessments) may be worth considering.
Another challenge that regions face is their role in the 
external dimension of the EU. With ongoing enlarge-
ment the external borders of the EU have become 
larger and larger, thereby increasing the number of 

external border regions in the EU. With EU mem-
bership often not being feasible for neighbouring 
countries, the EU needs to facilitate new cooperation 
schemes for EU/non-EU cross-border cooperation, if 
possible by intensified cooperation between the EU 
and the CoE. In that respect, the EU’s macro-regional 
strategies are important, not only for closer econom-
ic or environmental cooperation but also to prevent 
conflicts and mitigate security risks in the wider Eu-
ropean neighbourhood.

Finally, the flexibility and variety of regions, which 
is a great advantage, poses a challenge in terms of 
political representation. Representation, both in in-
tra-state formal procedures, and in the CoR and in 
the CoE Congress, follows the administrative set-up 
of Member States. For example, in the case of the 
Netherlands, such representation is done exclusively  
from the municipal and provincial level. However, 
de facto there are regions that are in between these 

levels, or in between the provincial and nation-state 
level. In extra-state lobbying this kind of stratifica-
tion and nestedness of regions can easily be met. For 
example, the region of Twente (in the eastern part of 
the Netherlands) has a liaison office in Brussels. The 
region is part of various European regional networks 
and is also engaged in cross-border cooperation with 
regional and local authorities in Nordrhein Westfalia, 
Germany. It is part of the province of Overijssel, which 
cooperates in a regional Brussels office with another 
eastern province (Gelderland). This cooperation is em-
bedded in the larger scheme of the House of the Dutch 
Provinces in Brussels. While such hybridity of coop-
eration schemes matches the variety in functional  
scales of regions, this variety should also by some 
means be reflected in the way political representation 
is arranged in the EU and in the CoE. AER, which is 
currently discussing opening up its membership to re-
flect such variety, can well be used as a laboratory to 
find new ways of representation of regions in Europe.
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IBSA Institut Biochimique SA, a privately owned pharmaceutical company based in Lugano, Switzerland,
(www.ibsa-international.com) has recently promoted the "1st International Press Award for scienti�c information on hyaluronic acid".

Aim of the award was to highlight the company's expertise and leadership in the �eld of hyaluronic acid and to propel both the 
specialised and non-specialised European press towards a correct scienti�c informa-
tion, destined to the general public/readers, on the themes linked to this molecule, very 
often simpli�ed, but with a wide range of therapeutic potentialities.

In fact hyaluronic acid is commonly regarded only as the molecule for the beauty, but 
it is currently used in many branches of medicine (i.e. rheumatology/orthopaedics, 
urology, respiratory), as reported in the scienti�c literature

The award was launched at the end of 2013 and it came to a conclusion last Novem-
ber 26th, 2014, when the of�cial awarding ceremony took place in Milan.

Members of the jury that selected the best press 
communications were Prof. Luciano Onder,     
a well-known scienti�c journalist, Prof. Alberto 
Passi, Professor of Biochemistry at University of 
Insubria, Varese (Italy) and member of the Interna-
tional Society for Hyaluronan Sciences (ISHAS) 
and, last but not the least, the President of the 
Press Club of Brussels, Dr. Maria Laura Franciosi.

The selected articles/services were the following:

•  “Acido ialuronico” by Maria Rita Montebelli (La Repubblica)
•  “Dolore alla mandibola: un aiuto dall'acido ialuronico” by Luisa Romagnoni (www.donnainsalute.it)
•  “Ácido hialurónico, la sustancia mágica” by Pilar Manzanares Olavezar (Salud Revista.es)
•  “L’acido ialuronico e le sue applicazioni” by Marco Strambi (Clip Salute – 7 Gold)

This event has evidenced how important is a correct journalistic information, especially on topics potentially complicated as 
those related to medicine/science; this becomes even more important in a globalized world where there is still the need for 
a more structured and effective European network of communication to provide a better circulation of information.

This “1st International Press Award for scienti�c information on hyaluronic acid” has for sure contributed to an improvement 
of appropriate journalistic information, giving to the molecule of hyaluronic acid the deserved attention for its  therapeutic 
use in all the different medical areas where it is currently used. 

1st INTERNATIONAL PRESS AWARD FOR SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION ON HYALURONIC ACID

For information:
www.ibsa-international.com/home
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Gelderland
The Netherlands

Gelderland is the Green Lane in the Rhine-Delta me-
tropolis of Europe forming a natural link between the 
Dutch Randstad and the German Ruhrgebied. Sur-
prisingly versatile Gelderland is a popular location for 
the (international) business community where people 
enjoy living, working and taking their recreation.

It is no coincidence that the Guelder rose has for cen-
turies thrived in the Gelderland river delta of the Rhine, 
Waal and IJssel. This native bush stands for the Gel-
derland is quality of life in natural environment with 
space for a wide range of cultural facilities and healthy 
economic development. 
The Gelderland region forms a natural link between the 
Randstad with Amsterdam and Rotterdam to the west, 
Brainport Eindhoven and Flanders to the south and the 
Ruhrgebied in German North Rhine-Westphalia to the 

east. All are only an hour away by high 
speed train or car. 
In the sweeping silhouette of the hy-
permodern Arnhem Central station, 
architect Ben van Berkel catches the 
slopes in the landscape that ranges 
from the Veluwe plateau to the flood 
plains of the Rhine. The station is al-
most finished and will be opened at 
the end of 2015. It forms an ingenious 

intersection used every day by many 
passengers by train, bus, car or bicycle. 

The capital of Gelderland is also the home 
base of The Gelderland Orchestra (HGO), 

Introdans ballet company and theatre group 
Toneelgroep Oostpool, not to forget the Gelre-

dome stadium theatre where the Vitesse profes-
sional football club plays its matches.

Science and creativity

In Gelderland modern science, creativity and innovation 
go hand in hand with history, recreation and nature. The 
universities of Nijmegen and Wageningen rank among 
the best in the world, just like the ArtEZ Institute of Arts 
in Arnhem, where innovative fashion designers such as 
Viktor & Rolf, Iris van Herpen and Pauline van Dongen 
were trained. Van Herpen experiments with 3D-printer 
technology and Van Dongen combines energy and en-
vironmental technology in her clothing, such as a dress 
with flexible solar cells that can charge a mobile tele-
phone. The Kröller Müller Museum in De Hoge Veluwe 
National Park has a special art collection with Van Gogh 
paintings and a sculpture garden, Burgers’ Zoo in Arn-
hem and the Dolphinarium in Harderwijk are interna-
tional public attractions, just like events such as the me-
diaeval Brothers of Limburg Festival and the world music 
festival Music Meeting in Nijmegen.
«Modern science and knowledge help feed the 9 bil-

lion people that will live on earth in 2035», says Louise 
Fresco, chair of the Management Board of Wagenin-
gen University & Research (UR). Wageningen UR leads 
the way internationally as far as healthy food and 
living are concerned. Over 8,000 students from over 
a hundred countries study there. The Chinese dairy  
giant Yili, the Japanese Kikkoman (soy sauces) and the 
Dutch FrieslandCampina have set up their R&D labs 
on the Wageningen Campus. The Radboud University 
of Nijmegen and the Medical Centre are also making 
a name for themselves worldwide and number over 
18,800 students.

Fruit garden

On the Veluwe with its woods and heaths the timber 
trade traditionally flourished, in Achterhoek with its 
beautiful scenic landscape iron ore was found and pro-
cessed, along the rivers in De Betuwe and the Land of 
Maas and Waal stood many brickworks and many cher-
ry, plum, apple and pear orchards which still form the 
‘fruit garden’ of the Netherlands. 
To reinforce social cohesion in rural areas, such as 
Achterhoek, since 2004 Gelderland has followed the  
example of Denmark in promoting the development of 
Kulturhus cultural centre. Together with housing as-
sociations, care institutions and social life a Kulturhus 
combines functions in the area of (health)care, educa-
tion, child care and business services in over 25 villages 
and districts.
With Het Dorp (The Village), in 1962 Gelderland was the 
first in the world to set up a residential area especially 
for the disabled in Arnhem. In 2015 Het Dorp is again 
leading the way with a residential area for people with 
disabilities. The care institution Siza supports people 
with a physical and/or mental disability in leading the 
most independent life possible in Het Dorp and through-
out Gelderland, with a total of over 3,500 clients.

Trade

The Hanseatic League set up in North Germany in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries ensured prosperity 
with its lively trade, as it did in the Gelderland Hanseatic 
towns such as Zutphen, Elburg, Hattem, Doesburg and 
Tiel. Gelderland has from historical times always been 
open to cooperation with other regions. The Assembly 
of European Regions (AER) offers many opportunities to 
get to know one another. Gelderland now and in the fu-
ture also aims for cooperation with European regions.
The province of Gelderland nowadays promotes the 
cooperation of knowledge institutes and the business 
community in particular in the top economic sectors 
of Food, Health, Energy and Environmental Technolo-
gy (EET) and Manufacturing. The Gelderland region is 
home to a number of ‘hidden pearls’ in the form of 
innovative companies, for example chip manufacturer 
NXP Semiconductors and young knowledge companies 
such as Ojah (soya-based meat substitute) and Solynta 
(growing potatoes from true seeds).
With the Room for the River programme Gelderland has 
for decades combined water management, spatial plan-
ning and nature development in an innovative way. The 
knowledge it has acquired here is also an attractive export 
product. When constructing subsidiary channels along the 
Waal in Nijmegen for more water storage, space was also 
created for recreational facilities, such as a river beach 
and housing construction. In the Ooijpolder near Nijme-
gen, Meinerswijk along the Rhine at Arnhem and along 
the Waal at Tiel wild nature reserves were created. Recre-
ational users can follow ‘foraging’ routes there and koniks, 
semi-wild Polish horses, roam freely there and their grazing  
behaviour is important in ‘nature conservation’.
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North Denmark 
Denmark

TeleCare North - large scale telemedicine project 

North Denmark region is the most northern of the 
Danish regions. It is the smallest of the five Danish 
regions measured by inhabitants (approx. 600.000) 
and it covers an area of approx. 8000 km2. The largest 
city of the region, Aalborg, is with its approx. 110.000 
inhabitants also Denmark’s fourth largest city. There 
are 11 municipalities in the region.

The Region is governed by a regional council consisting 
of 41 elected members. The council is led by the chair-
man of the council, who is elected by the members 
of the council. The Regional Council is interested in 
listening to the views of the citizens and it is, there-

fore, in dialogue with them at pub-
lic meetings, consultations, debates 
and on social media. 

The Danish regions are responsible 
for the public health system. It is the 
regions that run the public hospi-
tals both within the fields of somat-

ic treatment and psychiatry, and they 
finance the general practitioners and 

medical specialists. The treatment is free 
of charge for the patients. 

The regions are also responsible for a number 
of institutions within the highly specialized social 

area. North Denmark Region runs, for example, an 
institution for deaf-blind children, young people and 
adults from across the country.

In addition, the regions are responsible for ensuring re-
gional development through for example initiatives for 
growth, planning of youth education and coordination 
of public transport. In North Denmark Region there is 
particular focus on development of peripheral and ru-
ral areas, tourism and economic growth. 
All tasks are carried out in close cooperation with the 
other public authorities. Of fundamental importance is 
the cooperation with the 11 municipalities which are 
responsible for out of hospital care and they are also 
responsible for prevention and rehabilitation outside 
the auspices of the hospitals.

The TeleCare North project is a cross-sectoral coopera-
tion between North Denmark Region, the 11 municipal-
ities, the general practitioners, Aalborg University and 
the Danish Lung Association. The purpose is to develop 
and test telemedical home monitoring of COPD patients 
(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) in North Den-
mark. Telemedicine here refers to out of hospital care 
and treatment between the patient and healthcare pro-
fessionals with the use of communication and informa-
tion technology. 

The aim is to offer the TeleCare North solution to all 
COPD patients in North Denmark Region, who would 
benefit from it. The service is available irrespective of 
which municipality, hospital or general practician, the 
patient is affiliated to. 

The patients are given telemedical equipment in their 
homes which consists of a tablet, ozygen flowmeter, 
sphygmograph, sphygmomanometer as well as some 
scales. The equipment is wireless and can be used every-
where. It is agreed individually with each patient how 
often measurements need to be taken and these are 
monitored by health professionals. The aim is to give pa-
tients peace of mind and a higher quality of life, where 
he/she can better be in charge of his/her own illness. 

The initial results show that the patients are pleased 
with the equipment, which they find easy to use. They 
experienced that they are better able to react to symp-
toms earlier on and they feel better equipped when they 
are in dialogue with the healthcare system.  The health-
care professionals are pleased by the increased cooper-
ation and the possibility to make individual adaptations 
for each patient. TeleCare North makes it possible for 

them, in cooperation with the patients, to be proactive 
and react at an earlier stage to signs of deterioration. 
TeleCare North runs 3½ years in 2012-2015 and it has 
a budget of 6.6 million euros. It is financed by North 
Denmark Region, the 11 municipalities and with external 
support from among others the European Social Fund. 
More than 1200 patients between the ages of 31-94 
years participate in the project. Three Ph.D.students from 
Aalborg University follow the project and their research 
will be published after the end of the project. The project 
is the largest of its kind in Europe and has, not least due 
to the research activities relating to the project, attract-
ed much international interest. 

The technological platform is called Open Tele and it 
is developed as Open Source with free access to code 
and documentation. The project is part of the Danish 
Telemedicine Action Plan. It is the ambition that the ex-
periences gained from TeleCare North can lead to the 
definition of common national models and strategies 
for how telemedicinal solutions should be organised and 
implemented both technical and cross-organisational.
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Dalarna
Sweden

Assistive technology and solutions for independent 
and active life in Europe

Europe is in the midst of an unprecedented demo-
graphic change, the ageing challenge and its implica-
tion for society is a research field within the area of 
healthy ageing. To cope with the challenge, the EU has 
focused a research and social innovation agenda upon 
programs that support ‘active ageing’. 

Although the speed of demographic change may vary 
throughout different nations of Europe, the ageing of 
the population has already had profound impact upon 
many countries with heavy influence on different re-
gions and many individuals. During the past years, 

AER has been engaged in promoting 
a healthier, fairer and inclusive Eu-
rope. The definition has gradually 
become more and more compre-
hensive, from ‘E-health solutions’ 
to ‘building an inclusive society’, as 
well as performance and health pro-
moting innovations. 

What is the secret of making the el-
derly maintain a satisfactory life qual-

ity? How to ensure their participation in 
society just as active as others?  As one 

of the oldest member regions from Sweden, 
the Dalarna County Council shares a common 

interest with AER on the issue regarding healthy 
and independent ageing. 

Situated in middle Sweden, operating within a geo-
graphic area just about the size of Belgium, Dalarna 
is known by its history, culture, tourism and entrepre-
neurial spirit. It offers a high quality of life and a wide 
range of sports, musical and cultural activities which 
makes it easy for people to enjoy living here. The Dalar-
na County Council is a self-governing regional author-
ity elected by its inhabitants and it is responsible for 
publicly financed healthcare, medical care and some 
regional activities. 

As one of the departments in the Dalarna County 
Council, the Assistive Technology Centre (ACT) of 
Dalarna provides services and functional facilities 
which help disabled patients regain equal access to 
society. The ACT of Dalarna has run several projects 
mainly to enhance information and accessibility 
to assistive technology, services and solutions. The 

ACT of Dalarna has a close collaboration with oth-
er municipalities and counties, clients, stakeholders, 
research and development institutions, and other 
organisations. The overall goal is to enable elderly 
people to remain independent as long as possible  
and to remain involved in the society as much as 
possible through personalized adapted assistive 
technology and solutions. 

The Assistive Technology Centre of Dalarna shares 
good experiences and engage regions for political ac-
tions at European level. More significantly, the ACT of 
Dalarna has a great knowledge on giving information 
in innovations of personalised assistive technology 
and solutions for elderly people. For example, new 
ways for information and accessibility to assistive 
technology and solutions; innovation projects – low- 

and high-tech assistive devices and from innovation 
to implementation – the path from new product/solu-
tion to the user. 

Demographic change is by far one of the most sig-
nificant challenges facing Europe and ultimately the 
whole world in the next 30-40 years. For policy-makers 
there are many developments which are not possible 
to control or influence, however, foreseeable changes, 
such as demographic changes, allow the opportuni-
ty for preparation. With help of innovative ideas and 
solutions, the Dalarna County can turn demographic 
ageing in Europe into opportunities. 

Welcome to Dalarna, Sweden! Together we can explore 
on an independent and healthy Europe based on inno-
vative solutions
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Värmland
Sweden

Patient focus and active environmental efforts.
Värmland is a region in the west of Sweden, situated 
by the shores of the largest lake in the EU, Vänern, with 
Karlstad as the capital city. The region has 275,000 
inhabitants and covers 17,600 square kilometres, of 
which most parts stay green all year round thanks to 
an extensive pine forest, broken up by thousands of 
lakes and streams. This is a part of the green belt that 
spreads across the entire northern part of the Northern 
Hemisphere, from Canada and Alaska across Kamchat-
ka and Siberia to Finland, Sweden and Norway.
Värmland is known for its stunning surroundings, but 
also for its story-telling traditions, with many distin-
guished authors, such as Selma Lagerlöf, the first female 
writer to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature and the 
most famous Värmland author internationally speaking.
Since the beginning of time, the natural surroundings 
have been the basis for people’s livelihood in the re-

gion, predominantly the forest and 
iron resources. Värmland has a min-
ing and industry tradition that goes 
centuries back. Modern-day busi-
ness in the region keeps building 
on these traditions, but has also 
developed within new areas. The re-
gion is characterised by successful 
collaborations between companies, 
authorities, educational institutions 

and organisations that join together 
in clusters, for example Paper Province 

with actors within the forestry and pa-
per industry, Steel & Engineering within 

the metal and engineering industry, and ICT 
(Compare) within the IT and telecom industry.

Sweden is the land of compromise and over the past 
three centuries, serious social conflicts have been rare. 

This has created a close to unique combination of strong 
authorities and a population with great trust in the social 
institutions. The level of trust has for a long time been 
measured by the University of Gothenburg, showing that 
public health care is the public institution that the Swedish  
population trust the most.
The main responsibility for health care is held at a re-
gional level by the county councils and they are there-
fore an important part of the regional operations. A 
sparsely populated region like Värmland, with an old-
er population than the rest of Sweden and Europe on  
average, has a different set of challenges compared to 
many other places. Despite this, the County Council of 
Värmland manages to offer people world-class health 
care standards in many areas. The County Council is 
a forerunner in terms of patient focus, care environ-
ments without hazardous chemicals and keeping the 
organisation’s environmental impact to a minimum.

Facilitating patients’ contact with health care services
A new registration and payment system means that 
patients rarely have to wait in line. Using self-service 

kiosks at the main entrance of the hospitals, patients 
can register themselves prior to an appointment with the 
help of user-friendly touch screens. The fee is invoiced 
in arrears so no cash has to be handled by the reception, 
saving time which can then be used to help patients. 
The system, ABBA (in Swedish short for Registering Visit, 
Paying Fee), has been awarded the Swedish Götapriset 
(Göta Prize) and has also been nominated for a public 
sector innovation award issued by the UN.
The County Council of Värmland is also working on a 
broad implementation of eHealth Services which will 
enable patients to, for example, book an appointment 
or read their medical record online. It will also be pos-
sible to make use of online self-care services like CBT 
(cognitive behavioural therapy).

Development laboratory for care services
Experio Lab is the County Council services’ development 
laboratory, focusing on the design of care services. The 
main idea is to involve staff, patients and relatives in 
order to develop care services together. Experio Lab has 
received a lot of national and international attention 
for its innovative methods and has been nominated 
for the Guldlänken (Golden Link) prize, which awards 
innovative ideas with patient focus within the health 
care sector.

Ambulance helicopter
Värmland, which covers 17,600 square kilometres, has 
three emergency hospitals. This means that large parts 
of the region are far away from a hospital. That is the 
reason why the County Council of Värmland has initiated 
an ambulance helicopter service, which took off in 2014 
and now involves several regions. By acquiring ambulance 
helicopters in its own cross-border organisation – Svensk 
luftambulans (the Swedish Air Ambulance) – with doc-
tors, nurses and pilots, lives have been saved within a 
short period of time thanks to quick emergency care and 
air transport to hospitals. Collaboration in cross-border air 
ambulance transport is also in place with Norway.

Energy efficiency
More efficient energy consumption is one of the most 
important efforts to cut the environmental impact 
since all energy production affects the environment in 
one way or another. The County Council of Värmland 
already has the lowest energy consumption in terms 
of heating and operations out of all the county coun-
cils in Sweden. It is the result of conscious efforts to 
adapt ventilation, heating and cooling systems, putting 
in new windows and additional insulation in already 
existing buildings. A new energy centre at the hospital 
in Karlstad and environmentally friendly energy sys-
tems in connection with new constructions have also 
brought improvements.

Cutting environmental impact
In addition to efforts to make energy consumption 
more efficient, the County Council of Värmland has 
chosen to only buy electricity from renewable energy 
sources. This means a great cut in the County Council’s 
environmen-tal impact. Besides energy consumption, 
nitrous oxide (laughing gas), which is used as anaes-
thetic during childbirth for example, is one of the ma-
jor sources of environmental pollution coming from 
the health care sector. In order to limit this, a cleaning 
plant for nitrous oxide has been installed at the largest 
hospital in the region. Put together, these efforts have 
contributed to a 77% cut in the County Council’s envi-
ronmental impact from 2007 to 2013.

Care environments without hazardous chemicals
When it comes to the procurement of construction pro-
jects, the County Council of Värmland has had routines 
in place for a long time that require the construction 
companies to clearly declare the content of their building 
materials, and to avoid substances which might pose a 
risk. Through these requirements, the County Council is 
informed about where different substances can be found, 
which is important should new information reveal previ-
ously unknown risks with various substances.
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Madeira
Portugal

Welcome to Madeira
You do not have to travel a long way to find the ideal holiday 
destination. There are endless reasons for visiting Madeira!
In addition to its stunning scenery and luxuriant 
mountains, this archipelago also offers a mild climate 
all year round, a warm welcome, peace, safety and se-
curity are among its charms.
To really get to know Madeira, climb to the top of a 
mountain and enjoy fantastic, breathtaking views or 
follow the trails and paths in the Laurissilva Forest 
along more than 1,400 km of levadas, in a unique en-
counter with the island’s soul.
Feel the energy flowing from the cosmopolitan ambi-
ance of Funchal’s streets and buy some souvenirs, like 
the famous Madeira embroidery, wine or wickerwork.
Take a tour around the island, stop on the way to admire 
the landscape or to enjoy traditional gastronomic deli-
cacies. For more energetic visitors there is scuba-diving, 

surfing, windsurfing or jet-skiing.
Romantics may prefer a wonderful 
sailboat trip along the coast to enjoy 
the sunset.
But to make this your dream holiday, 
you really must spend some time on 
the paradisiacal island of Porto Santo 
40 km from Madeira, only 15 min-
utes by plane or 2h30 on ferry. Known 
as the «Golden Island», Porto Santo is 

blessed with a 9 km fine, unpolluted 
sandy beach washed by a clear, calm sea 

- all you need for a perfect stay. Happiness 
is so near!

Sports
Climb up to the clouds among mountains and 

levadas and enjoy the pure, rarefied air or discov-
er treasures as you explore the depths of the Atlantic. 
Whatever your choice is, you will feel nature all around 
you!
The mild climate of Madeira and Porto Santo Islands is 
ideal for all kinds of sports, leisure and outdoors activ-
ities, at any time of the year.
Many options are available, including water, land and 
aerial sports, ranging from relaxing activities to tradi-
tional and extreme sports.
Sea lovers will benefit from the warm sea currents, 
with temperatures ranging between 19º and 24ºC, ideal 
for snorkelling, diving, sailing, surfing, windsurfing and 
sport fishing, all year round. You will also be able to 
catch the best waves in Europe, at the Jardim do Mar, 
Fajã da Areia (São Vicente) and Porto da Cruz beaches.
A quiet boat trip is also a must. Sailing along the coast, 
you will be able to watch dolphins, whales and monk 
seals that grace Madeira seas with their presence.
Visitors looking for stronger sensations will certainly be able 
to find them. Paragliding or hang-gliding over the island, 
canyoning to discover the heart of the mountains, climbing
the highest peaks, embarking on an all-terrain adven-

ture, feeling the adrenaline rush while riding a jet-ski, 
or simply enjoying the sheer freedom of kitesurfing, are 
some of the sporting experiences available to visitors.
Golf, trekking and hiking are excellent alternatives for 
those preferring calmer activities, allowing a closer look 
at the natural features of these lusciously green islands.
Discover the impressive and diverse island vegetation over 
a walk along one of the local canals known as «levadas» 
or one of the many trails at the heart of the Laurissilva 
forest, declared by UNESCO as a World Heritage Nature 
Site and one of the Seven Natural Wonders of Portugal.

Levadas
Prepare to discover a fantastic natural world on one of 
the unforgettable walks along the hillsides. From 0 to 
1.862 metres high excitement is guaranteed!
Cultural and environmental factors have made walking 
one of Madeira’s most traditional and popular open-
air activities.
Lots of people come to the Madeira Islands just to walk 
the different footpaths, discovering the pleasure of 
close encounter with nature.
Walk along Madeira’s footpaths and levadas to reach the 
heart of the island and witness breathtaking virgin scenery.
The levadas are a remarkable, ingenious irrigation sys-
tem. These channels are testimony to our ancestors’ 
gigantic efforts to bring water from the high mountain 
springs to the slopes and valleys.
There are around 1.400 km of levadas in Madeira set 
for you to explore and discover remarkable landscapes.
The rough Madeiran relief and its mountain setting 
lead to routes of rare beauty, although the archipelago 
also offers some very interesting alternatives, where 
you can choose exclusively mountain and seaside or 
combination of both.

Entertainment 
In addition to the natural attractions and year-round 
spring weather, there is always plenty to do in the  Ma-
deira Islands.

Throughout the year, there are cultural, entertainment and 
sports events all over the island and they not only attract 
the local population but also make holidays unforgettable.
Madeira has an annual festival calendar, of which the 
most famous events are Carnival, the Flower Festival, 
the Atlantic Festival, the Wine Festival, Columbus Festi-
val, the Madeira Nature Festival and the New Year Cel-
ebrations, recognized by the Guinness World Records 
in 2006 as the greatest fireworks display in the world.

Gastronomy
In Madeira Islands, you will find typical regional dishes 
made with the highest quality ingredients. There is also 
plenty of international cuisine to choose from.
Thanks to its close contact with the sea, most restau-
rants in Madeira offer excellent seafood and fresh fish 
dishes. Limpets, octopus, shrimp, tuna steaks and scab-
bard-fish fillets are just some of the local delicacies.
You must try traditional regional dishes like tuna steak and 
fried maize the delicious grilled kebab on a laurel skewered 
accompanied with sweet potatoes bread «bolo do caco». 
Other traditional foods are home-made couscous, home-
baked sweet potato bread and marinated pork tenderloin.
Fruit lovers will really think they are in heaven! Tropical 
fruits like mangoes, bananas, avocadoes, custard 
apples and passion fruits are abundant and their exotic 
flavours are the perfect end to a meal, either fresh or 
in a pudding, mousse or ice cream.
For the sweeter tooth, there is a rich variety of sweets. 
The most traditional are honey cake and honey biscuits 
made with the richest ingredients such as spices and 
sugarcane honey. Cheesecakes and fennel candy are 
also highly appreciated.
There is also a wide selection of drinks; Exotic fruit 
juices such as passion fruit, papaya, and guava. The 
celebrated «poncha» made with sugarcane rum, honey 
and lemon, and the famous Madeira wines, which can 
be served as aperitifs or savoured with a coffee, are 
also an excellent choice.
Try some of these mouth-watering delights!
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Budva
Montenegro

It is not everyday that you can moor 
right beside the stone fortifications 
of a 3,500 year-old town. Nor it 
is everyday that you can be pres-
ent as an entire region comes alive 
with the optimism of change. But in 
Budva you can. Arrive here and see 

for yourself how Dukley is redefining 
what Montenegro means, with its vi-

sion of a New Mediterranean.

Dear friends, 

This publication will be an ideal way to showcase how 
Budva, the home to some 30000 people, benefits daily 
from its membership with the Assembly of European Re-
gions (AER).  Our local economy is predominantly based 
on tourism. We have been part of the AER family for a 
year and it proved to be a truly unique opportunity to 
introduce Europe to our wonderful Budva. Our munici-
pality proudly contributes as much as 50% to the entire 
tourism turnover and a substantial part of our GDP is 
also generated between the ancient walls of Budva. 

With most of our tourists coming from Russia and the 
Ukraine, we were severely affected by both the global 
economic crisis and the situation in the Ukraine.  On 
a positive side, Montenegro is steadily on course to-
wards NATO and EU membership. This is giving us an 
unprecedented opportunity to promote Budva as an 
extraordinary investment destination, rich in culture 
and opportunity alike.

On behalf of the entire community, please accept my 
warmest congratulations on the occasion of the AER 

30th anniversary. We are looking forward contributing 
to AER’s impeccable track record of advocating inter-
ests of local communities in Europe. 

Ljubomir Filipović
Vice-Mayor of Budva

Petrovac

Bečići
Budva

Podostrog

Prijevor
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BrČko District 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Welcome to Brčko District of BiH, make yourself at home 
“Welcome to Brčko District of BiH, make yourself at home” 
says the tall, sharp looking Mayor of Brčko District of BiH 
as he shook my hand and cordially shares his name with 
me “Anto Domic”. In his mid fourties, the youngest elected 
Mayor of Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina so far, 
dr. Anto Domic will modestly share other details that will 
in course of this interview allow me to recognize that 
there other specifics that make him differ from all previous 
mayors of the only District of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Listening carefully to this eloquent man who spoke 
about his city-District with great enthusiasm but 
seriousness made me discover a number of similarities 
between Brčko District of BiH and   other peculiar and 
exclusive locations that I knew from before such as: 
Andora, Gibraltar, Monaco, Isle of Man… 

No more a city, long lives the District 
To offer you a clear picture, Brčko 
once a very industrialized city and 
now the District of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina with its’ nearly 100.000 
inhabitants is a specific political and 
administrative unit established by the 
Arbitration Award in March 2000. Yes, 

you read it well, Brčko’s status was so 
profound that it was the most signifi-

cant issue which could not be negotiated 
during the Dayton peace talks. Instead, the 

parties referred the issue to a tribunal that 
ultimately comprised international and domes-

tic legal experts. The specific status and powers of 
Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina were deter-

mined by the ‘Final Award’ issued by the Arbitration 
Tribunal in 1999. 
On the basis of such an advantageous legal status, 
Brčko District creates its own independent legal and 
economic regulations within Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The organization of its power differs from the other 
communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina since the Dis-
trict, as it is often referred to, has independent legis-
lative, executive, judicial and multiethnic authorities. 

Take part in “Brčko 2020” development plans
The District was among the first places in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that started with strategic planning of its 
development. In that way it demonstrated a high level 
of public consensus, political culture, professionalism 
and responsible public influence. 
On the basis of the analyzed situation and established 
development potentials the following long-term vision 
of development “Brčko 2020” was defined: “The de-
velopment of the Brčko District of Bosnia and Herze-

govina as a multifunctional city integrated in the na-
tional, European and global economy which provides a 
favorable environment for living and running business. 
”Important segment that surely contributes to the 
success of the aim is the fact that Sava River flows 
through the District in the length of 44 km. This is an 
important link between Croatia, Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and Serbia and the Danube countries in area of 
the Black Sea too. The Rhine-Main Danube Canal links 
the District with the Central and Northern Europe. The 
special advantage of the District is the inland Port of 
Brčko, which has had the status of an international 
port since September 2006.
Preparations were made for Brčko (that is located just 
next to the Zagreb-Belgrade highway) to play a key 
role in the Corridor Vc integrated transport project (Y 
section of the corridor that connects Tuzla via Brčko to 
Orasje) that will connect northern and southern Euro-
pean markets through Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Member of the first government (back in 2000) and cur-
rent (since recently end of 2014) member of Government, 
Head of Urbanism Department Mr. Ismet Dedeic aims to 
recreate the conditions for the investors that have once 
made possible for the largest BiH investment to take place 
in Brčko District of BiH (establishment of the largest open 
air market in the region “Arizona”) through introducing 
positive regulations for investors in industrial zones with 
simple interest of Brčko District of BiH – creating jobs. 
The successful post-war recovery of Brčko District has 
been the direct result of the hard work, determination 
and confidence of the people of Brčko and their elected 
representatives – and the District has shown what can be 
achieved in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Neighbors to become (EU) family 
Mayor dr. Domic is in charge of European integration pro-
cess of Brčko District of BiH. Along with the two entities 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina is composed of two entities Fed-
eracija BiH and Republika Srpska and Brčko is condomin-
ium of the two entities) Brčko has a seat in the decision 
making panel when it comes to EU funds, accession pro-
cess and regional cooperation. Not only does it take part 
in the process but it gradually becomes the most efficient 
stakeholder. Only last years, Brčko was a host of the two 
regional conferences with guests from all over Europe. On 
August last year, AER’s president dr. Hande ÖZSAN BOZA-
TLI and AER’s Vice-President Jean-Claude GAYSSOT along 
with members of Executive Board invested efforts to and 
presented AER activities of interest to the region. On Oc-
tober 2014, a regional conference was held in Brčko where 
dr.Franz Schausberger, CoR rapporteur for the opinion on 
the enlargement report 2013/2014 of the Commission 
stated ”Contrary to the rest of the country, Brčko District 
is a step ahead in implementing EU policies.”.
An investor friendly government oriented toward creating  
new and fostering proven values, on improvement of 
its’ infrastructure with aim to facilitate the needs of 
citizens and the businesses, best subsidies in the region, 
economy dedicated and oriented towards sustainable 
growth and a regional leader when it comes to relations 
with  EU neighbors (Brčko shares the river Sava with EU 
/Croatia) - all these features explain why Brčko District 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina is one of the most attractive 
destinations to invest in the South East part of Europe. 
Its strategic location will surely contribute in the favor of in-
vestors who want to expand their business all over Europe.
At the end of our conversation, I asked the Mayor 
dr.Domic, if he has anything to add for the potential in-
vestors; the reply was prompt and clear: “Yes. Welcome 
to Brčko District of BiH, make yourselves at home…” 
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Baku 2015
European Games

Baku 2015 European Games

On 12 June, the curtain will raise on the European 
Games in Azerbaijan’s capital Baku.
 
The city is the venue for the first-ever European Games, 
an exciting and innovative multi-sport event for the 
continent that will run until June 28.
Unusually, there is also a particularly influential Belgian 
connection as the event was the brainchild of Gent-
born Jacques Rogge, who served as the eighth president 
of the International Olympic Committee from 2001 to 
2013. It was Rogge who came up with the idea for such 
an event, in part, because he wanted to give non-Olym-
pic sports a chance to shine at international level.

The Games are billed as arguably the 
biggest sporting event of this year.
Great Britain, for example, will send its 
largest overseas contingent since the 
2008 Beijing Olympics.  Belgium itself 
will send a 117-strong delegation.
And with the Rio Olympics looming 

on the horizon, the event could have a 
say in how well Team Belgium and oth-

ers do in Brazil.
 

First a bit of history: the Games were de-
vised by the European Olympic Committee 

and launched at their General Assembly in Rome 
in December 2012 and Baku was named as the first 

host city. The event will be regulated by the EOC.
The concept is a continental multi-sport event along 
the lines of an Olympic or Commonwealth Games. Asia 
has already been holding its equivalent games every 
four years since 1951. That was the same year in which 
the Pan-American Games came into being as well.
 
In total, 50 European countries will take around 6,000 
athletes to compete in Azerbaijan where there will be 
20 sports on show, encompassing 30 disciplines.
 
Of those sports, 16 are Olympic events, while the other 
four - karate, basketball 3x3, beach soccer and sambo 
- are new sports to this format.
 
In judo, the European Games will double as the Europe-
an Championships - which had been set to take place 
in Glasgow in April until the event was postponed over 
a sponsorship dispute.

The other 15 sports are: aquatics, archery, athletics, 
badminton, volleyball, boxing, canoe, cycling, fencing, 
gymnastics, shooting, table tennis, taekwondo, triath-
lon and wrestling.
 
There will be 253 medal events in total and opportunities 
in 12 sports to qualify for next year’s Olympics in Rio.
 
Some of those sports offer direct qualification - such 
as triathlon, shooting and table tennis - and others 
provide ranking points, including wrestling, archery 
and taekwondo.
One of the organisations championing the event is 
the European Azerbaijan Society (TEAS), a relatively 
new, pan-European organisation dedicated to raising 
awareness of Azerbaijan.
Marc Verwilghen is a former Belgian government min-
ister who, in a long and distinguished political career, 
headed up three different government ministries, in-
cluding foreign trade.
 
He is now Director of TEAS Belgium and, speaking of 
the European Games, says, «This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to showcase Azerbaijan to the whole world and 
I am sure it will not disappoint.»
He told this magazine that Azerbaijan is a «bridge» be-
tween Asia and Europe and that the event will further 
allow the country to «orientate» itself towards the EU.
«It is a vibrant country, the start of the Silk Road, and has 
made great advances in recent years. An international 
event like this can only help raise awareness of what 
is happening in the country and help it make further 
progress in its development.»
Azerbaijan, on the shores of the Caspian Sea, is bor-
dered by Russia to the north, Georgia and Armenia to 

the west, and Iran to the south.
It is a country that has become rich since breaking 
away from the Soviet Union in 1992 thanks to its re-
sources of oil and natural gas.
 
The local organising committee has spent billions of 
euros on the Games infrastructure, including a new 
68,000-capacity athletics stadium, which Verwilghen 
has visited and describes as «spectacular», and interna-
tional-standard aquatics, gymnastics, BMX and shoot-
ing venues.
 
Baku is also one of those selected, with Brussels, to 
host the 2020 European football championships.
To launch the event, a flame, as is the tradition of course 
with the Olympics, has travelled the length and breadth 
of the country, spreading the spirit of the Games.
The torch is a symbol of Azerbaijan’s culture. The 
Baku 2015 Torch and Lamp was designed by Sebas-
tian Bergne. They are engineered and crafted using 
materials and techniques inspired by traditional Azer-
baijani metalwork.
The torch measures 660 mm high, and its body features 
a pomegranate tree, echoing the Baku 2015 brand. The 
copper head that protects the flame is also in the form 
of a pomegranate – its 50 pips representing the num-
ber of nations participating in the Games
TEAS itself was launched in 2008 with the aim of fos-
tering closer economic, political and cultural links be-
tween that country and the nations of Europe.
 
As well as promoting the positive aspects of Azerbaijan, 
Verwilghen says TEAS also seeks to highlight the plight 
of the 875,000 refugees and Internally Displaced Persons 
within the country. These people are unable to return to 

Logo : © BAKU 2015 - www.baku2015.com/photos/index.html
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their homes and lands because of the illegal occu-
pation of Nagorno-Karabakh and seven surround-
ing regions by Armenia’s armed forces – in de-
fiance of four UN Security Council resolutions.
The organisation now has offices in the UK, Belgium, 
France, Germany and Turkey, along with a representa-
tive office in Azerbaijan.

TEAS has three main facets to its operations:
Culture – TEAS raises awareness of Azerbaijan’s rich and 
vibrant culture to a worldwide audience by organising 
cultural events and operating as a networking centre.
 
An important facet to this objective is tourism and 
Azerbaijan’s tourism potential is increasing as does the 

flow of tourists into the country. As 
Azerbaijan’s Minister of Culture and 
Tourism Abulfaz Garayev recently 
said the country aims to increase 
the flow of tourists by 30-40 percent 
within several years. Garayev said 
Azerbaijan plans to be receiving some 

5 million of tourists annually by 2020.
Business – TEAS supports its member-

ship of European and Azerbaijani busi-
nesses. It provides a platform for organ-

isations to establish links and strengthen 
their existing business relationships via a 

programme of networking opportunities across 
the regions.  With the country being a key player  

this, says Verwilghen, also includes the energy  and 
agriculture sectors.
Public Affairs – TEAS works to increase awareness 
about Azerbaijan amongst key opinion formers, key 
decision-makers and other political, academic and civil 
society stakeholders.
The foundation also includes TEAS Belgium which was 
established with a mission to raise awareness about 
Azerbaijan, and to develop relationships with key 
stakeholders in the European Commission, the European 
Council of Ministers, and the European Parliament – as 
well as with civil society.
It is worth noting that Azerbaijan has established 
strong relations with the European Union, ties which 
are being constantly enhanced, and the opening 
of negotiations on Association Agreements will 
accelerate this process.

TEAS Belgium and the organisation generally aims to 
raise Azerbaijan’s profile in cultural, economic and polit-

ical terms. Azerbaijan looks to the west for support and 
guidance, and Verwilghen, lawyer by training, believes 
that the EU can play a «vital role» in delivering stability 
and security to the whole South Caucasus region.
Expectations for the upcoming European Games are 
high, with Azad Rahimov, Azerbaijan’s Minister of 
Youth and Sports and Chief Executive Officer of Baku 
2015, saying: «The European Games mark a historic mo-
ment for European sport, and for Azerbaijan it will be 
a milestone in the country’s progress as an independ-
ent, forward-looking member of the European family. 
This extraordinary journey will showcase the best of 
Azerbaijan – taking in historical, natural, sporting and 
cultural highlights in the 60 regions.»

His comments are echoed by Chris Kendall, a represent-
ative of the European External Action Service, who has 
said it is going to be a «fine experience for Azerbaijan to 
be the first host country for the first European Games.»
 
Azerbaijan, as a country with an indescribable land-
scape, may also surprise many of those Europeans who 
attend the Games.
That is the opinion of the editor in chief of the oldest 
German newspaper, Thuringer Allgemeine.
«The event is very important for the future of Azer-
baijan, for the formation of the image of such a small 
country as Azerbaijan, particularly in Europe,» said 
Paul-Joseph Rau.
«In addition, the important point is that Azerbaijan is 
at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, but mostly your 
country is closer to Europe. In overall, holding such 
large-scale sports like the European Games in the 
country has a positive impact on the economy, the de-
velopment of tourism.»

Such activities are important for all countries, and all 
the more for Azerbaijan, because of all the three South 
Caucasian countries, Azerbaijan, despite the conflict 
with Armenia, is the most progressive one, he said.
 The Games will, of course, grab global attention but it is 
also worth mentioning that there will also be  travelling  
photographic exhibition alongside the sporting 
endeavours of some of the best athletes in Europe.
The «Azerbaijan Sport in Focus» was launched by TEAS and 
is a collection of photos by some of the finest sporting 
photographers in the world. It will be exhibited at various 
venues, including the European Parliament in Brussels.
 
It comprises over 300 photos from more than 50 pho-
tographers from 10 countries and, among  other things, 
aims to showcase the universality and values of sport.
This, believes Verwilghen, is one of the key messages he 
thinks will emerge from the Games themselves.
Verwilghen, an MP in Belgium for 21 years who took 
up his current post  in December 2014, says, «Sport is 
an important part of the development of any country 
and I believe this event  and the superb way it has been 
organised will show that Azerbaijan deserves its place 
on the world stage.»

It is not for nothing, he says, that Azerbaijan is fast 
becoming the «Eurasian Tiger.»

So, in that time honoured phrase, let the Games 
commence...

Photos : © BAKU 2015 - www.baku2015.com/photos/index.html
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Kazakhstan: 
historic crossroad 

with Europe
By Martin Banks

Kazakhstan is a large country and occupies a lot of land. It 
has also been a crossroad for Europe and Asia for centuries.
However, where does Kazakhstan lie in: Europe? Asia? Or 
is it in a specialized area like Eurasia or Central Asia? The 
answer, as with much when it comes to Kazakhstan, is not 
as easy as you think.
While most people will agree that Kazakhstan is a part of 
Asia, it actually does have a stake as being a part of Europe 
because a portion of the country falls on the “European” 
side of the Ural Mountains.
That portion on the European side is about 10% of Kazakh-
stan. That constitute Kazakhstan as a part of Europe. While 
some would agree and say Kazakhstan is a part of Europe, 
others would say it doesn’t count since 90% of the country 
is in Asia, saying it’s more a part of Asia than Europe.
While the jury may be out on whether Kazakhstan is more 
European than Asian what is clear is that this massive ter-

ritory has come on leaps and bounds in 
recent years, as is illustrated by its in-
creasingly serious and wide ranging re-
lationship with the European Union.
Kazakhstan is the closest country of 
Central Asia for the EU and the bloc has 
progressively become Kazakhstan’s first 
trade partner, with about a 49% share 
in its total external trade (in 2011).
EU trade with Kazakhstan is increasing 

rapidly, as is Kazakhstan’s trade with 
the rest of the world. In 2011, EU exports 

to Kazakhstan were worth 6 billion euros 
while the imports from Kazakhstan amount-

ed to 22.7 billion euros.
EU imports from Kazakhstan continue to be 

dominated by energy products while the main EU 
exports are machinery, vehicles and chemicals.

The EU has also become an important partner in Ka-
zakhstan’s economic development and remains the largest 

investor in the country.
This blossoming relationship was underlined as recently as 
January this year when Almaty and Brussels signed a new, 
enhanced partnership agreement for stronger political and 
economic relations.
The new agreement replaces the Partnership and Coopera-
tion Agreement that has been in force since 1999, and is a 
significant step to increase the flow of trade, services and 
investment between Kazakhstan and the European countries.
Kazakhstan, it is worth noting, is the first country in Central 
Asia to commit to an enhanced partnership agreement with 
Brussels while the country’s importance as an oil and gas 
supplier to the EU is also growing.
Undoubtedly, when it comes to rapid development Kazakh-
stan has become a role model of sorts in Asia for other 
neighbouring “stans” but you have to also remind yourself 
that, as outlined, part of the country lies geographically  
within eastern Europe.
While it may find itself from time to time being pulled one 
way,then the other, what cannot be disputed is that Ka-
zakhstan, the world’s ninth-biggest country, is the most 

economically advanced of the ‘stans’, this thanks to its 
abundant reserves of oil and most other valuable minerals.
This means generally better standards of accommodation, 
restaurants and transport than elsewhere in Central Aisa.
The biggest city, Almaty, is almost reminiscent of Europe 
with its leafy avenues, chic cafes, glossy shopping cen-
tres and hedonistic nightlife. The capital Astana on the 
windswept northern steppe, has been transformed into a 
21st-century showpiece with a profusion of bold futuris-
tic architecture.
Since independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, the Ka-
zakh government has allowed foreign investment to flow 
into the country. The development of significant oil and gas 
reserves, particularly in the north and west, have subse-
quently brought a large amount of wealth to the country, 
though the money is said by some to fall into the hands of 
just a few people.
Nevertheless, Kazakhstan is now labelled a middle-income 
country, and is already classified with a high human de-
velopment index. Corruption in Kazakhstan is, according to 
some, more ubiquitous than China but it is not as wide-
spread compared to other countries in the region.
Modern Kazakhstan is a neo-patrimonial state said to be 
characterized by considerable nepotism and dominance 
over political and economic affairs by President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev who, on 26 April, enjoyed a crushing election 
victory, winning 97.7 per cent of the vote.
If truth be known, the result, giving 74-year-old  
Nazarbayev a fifth consecutive five-year term, had never 
really been in doubt.
The president has promised economic and social stability in 
the oil-rich Central Asian state.
Elections had been due in 2016, but Nazarbayev announced 
they would be held a year early in what some see as a move 
intended to halt speculation about any possible successor.
Nazarbayev has been president of Kazakhstan since before 
it became independent in 1991 following the break-up of 
the former Soviet Union.
Even so, independent monitors called the vote in April un-
democratic and criticized the government for limiting com-
petition. Observers from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe said the government prevented some 
parties and candidates from contesting the election.
It is not the only criticism that has been made of the coun-
try with “Human Rights Watch” saying that Kazakhstan’s 
human rights record has seriously deteriorated following 
violent clashes in December 2011 between police and 
demonstrators.
It says freedom of assembly is strictly controlled and a re-
strictive law on religious freedoms remains in force. There 
have been allegations of attacks on independent journalists 
with the authorities accused of shutting down key inde-

pendent media outlets. HRW also says legislation regulating 
workers’ rights is vague.
Despite such concerns, the country continues to go from 
strength to strength, not least economically, and a forth-
coming exhibition under the motto “Energy of the Future” 
seeks to further showcase this vibrant country and, at the 
same time, highlight global concerns about finding alterna-
tive energy sources.
Apart from a booming economy, Kazakhstan is rich in nat-
ural resources including coal, oil, natural gas and uranium 
and has significant renewable potential from wind, solar, 
hydro and biomass.
In spite of this, though, the country is currently depend-
ent upon fossil fuels for power generation. Coal-fired plants 
account for 75% of total power generation leading to con-
cerns over greenhouse gas emissions and impacts on human 
health and the environment.
Recent economic growth in Kazakhstan has driven increased 
demand for energy services making the construction of ad-
ditional generating capacity increasing necessary for ena-
bling sustained growth.
Despite significant wind, solar, hydro and biomass potential, 
these resources have, to date, not been sustainably captured 
and deployed in Kazakhstan due a range of technical, insti-
tutional, social and economic barriers.
As host of “Energy of the Future” in 2017, this is something 
the country hopes to put right in the coming years.
The decision about Energy of the Future 2017 was made 
back in November 2012, when the 156 member nations of 
the International Exhibitions Bureau (BIE) met in Paris and 
decided by an overwhelming majority vote of 103 countries 
that the event would be held in Astana.
EXPO 2017’s Future Energy theme will promote efforts to find 
sustainable energy solutions to meet growing global demand.
Kazakhstan’s choice of the topic reflects a recognition by 
the country’s leaders and policymakers that even its vast re-
serves of natural energy resources are ultimately finite and 
that eventually the country, and the rest of the world, will 
have to make the transition to alternative energy sources 
and greener economies.
EXPO 2017 will last three months, from 10 June to 10 Sep-
tember and include representatives from approximately 100 
countries. It is expected to draw three to five million visits, 
which would make it the largest international gathering of 
its kind Central Asia has seen.
If ever a single event encapsulated the rapidly growing visi-
bility of a nation it is this one.While some concerns still per-
sist Kazakhstan is clearly an Asian Tiger that is going places.
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EXPO-2017 
Future Energy

EXPO-2017 for Kazakhstan is a national project, the great-
est opportunity for the country to investigate new sources 
of power and green technologies. This involves billions of 
dollars being invested not only to prepare for the EXPO but 
also, in turn, to ensure that the exhibition site is turned to 
good use in the future. Nearly all the 160 BIE member coun-
tries voted for Kazakhstan to host this exhibition, which is 
why we have a responsibility to them and to the rest of the 
world to make this a huge success. The President of Kazakh-
stan has set up some challenging objectives; we need to 
turn EXPO-2017 into the transit centre of the third industri-
al revolution, which includes the rise of an alternative econ-
omy and the creation of new, high-tech materials, sources 
of renewable power and a skilled workforce.

Construction on the exhibition grounds 
will follow the principles of a green 
economy, using smart-power supply 
networks and buildings with renew-
able power sources. This unique and 
highly advanced building project will 

spur on the technological development 
of the country. Not only will the capital 

get a new district with modern buildings 
and infrastructure, but also new premises for 

implementing innovative ideas after the exhi-
bition. What is important is that new technolo-

gies and innovations will become a part of the life 
of the republic.

We guarantee to provide appropriate accommodation 
and working conditions for the participants of the exhi-

bition. We will take all measures necessary to provide visa 
support, issuing visas for the representatives of the partic-
ipating countries and ensuring that guarantees relating to 
customs and local taxation are in place. Eighty-six years 
ago, a Convention on International Exhibitions was signed 
in Paris that, in turn, established the Bureau of Internation-
al Exhibitions (BIE) and put down the rules outlining the 
number of exhibitions, their order and characteristics. The 
plenipotentiary representative of the county is required to 
observe these rules. 
 I will be visiting a great number of countries whose rep-
resentatives are expected to participate in the exhibition. 
In this sense, 2015 will be a crucial year for negotiating 
and signing participation agreements. We are also holding 
meetings to discuss technical and other issues. In regards 
to the entry regime, we have piloted a visa-free regime 
for 10 countries: the USA, the Netherlands, Great Britain, 
France, Germany, Italy, Malaysia, the UAE, the Republic 

of Korea and Japan. For one year, the residents of these 
countries will be able to enter Kazakhstan without a visa 
for up to 15 days. We are now considering extending the 
duration of the stay. As we implement this project we will 
discover any disadvantages and administrative barriers, 
assess how well prepared the country’s tourism industry 
is for the influx of visitors and how we can put in place 
all the simple but necessary services that our visitors will 
require. We will expand the countries included in the vi-
sa-free regime and we have already identified countries 
with which we are planning to sign mutual agreements on 
visas. We are also about to introduce electronic and group 
visas. At the same time, we are working on improving our 
system of border and migration control.
Two bus stations and a railway station are under construc-
tion in Astana; work on a new terminal for our international 
airport will begin soon. We plan to build 70 more hotels. 
Exhibition pavilions and new housing spread out over 173 
hectares will be constructed over the next three years, so 
the face of the city will be completely different by 2017. The 
Safe City programme is also in full swing. 
Taking into account the experience of other countries, we 
are considering how to use the pavilions of EXPO-2017 as 
cultural spaces, housing and related buildings as effectively 
as possible once the exhibition is over. We hope that after 
2017 the exhibition area with its unique and innovative 
buildings will become a new centre for Astana. Most of 
these buildings will use green energy, including wind and 
solar. Part of the complex will become an additional campus 
for Nazarbayev University, where its students and scientists 
will be able to develop new technologies. 

Rapil Zhoshybayev

EXPO-2017 Commissioner,
First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan 
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The future 
of regional press

By Martin Banks

Back in 1989, I started work as a district reporter on the Bir-
mingham Evening Mail newspaper in England.
It was the second biggest selling paper outside London, with 
an impressive daily circulation of over 200,000.
By the time I left 12 years later I had risen to become its Chief 
Reporter but my personal progress was not matched by its 
sales figures which had slumped to well below 100,000. Its 
circulation is now a meagre 50,000.
So, when did local become a dirty word? Those at the “coal 
face” of local reporting might argue that it is anything but dirty.
Before moving to Birmingham, I worked on the Northern Echo, 
another leading provincial paper in the UK, which, back in the 
1960s, had broken the scandal about the Thalidomide drug. 
It is just one example of the tremendous, but all-too-often, 
overlooked great journalistic work done by local hacks.
It is worth noting, though, the results of a recent study by 
Communications Management Inc.into “60 years of newspa-
per circulation trends” in several countries.
It concludes “we are coming to the end of a 100-year-old model”  
for the media industry, adding, “in fact, what is happening 

now is nothing less than a fundamental re-
structuring of business models for the me-
dia. It is systemic and structural.”
Patch reporters in the true sense of the 
word are, indeed, a dying breed. Gone are 
those who are known by everyone who is 
anyone in their local area with a finger 
firmly on the community’s pulse, replaced 
instead by ever-changing bylines hidden 
behind an email address.
But, when one tries to assess the situation 

throughout Europe the picture is rather 
less clear cut.

In France, for example, Ouest France, a lead-
ing regional newspaper with 47 different edi-

tions, has many more readers than Le Monde. 
Ouest France readership has been unaffected by 

the decline of newspaper reading in France. With 
2,5 million readers daily (and a circulation of almost 

800,000 copies) it is the most read francophone news-
paper in the world.

Compare it with the highly regarded Le Monde the circulation 
of which has slumped from 390,000 in 1999 to 303,000 in 2013.
Since the 1950s the newspaper market has also been in de-
cline in Belgium. In 1950, the number of national daily news-
papers in the country was 50, falling down to 30 in 1965 and 
23 in 2000.
The Flemish regional newspaper Het Nieuwsblad (265,000 sales) 
massively outsells the Francophone national Le Soir (82,000).
Just like in France, it could be argued that in Germany the 
regional press is much more relevant than the national one. 
Certainly, the sale figures seem to suggest so.
Regional newspapers like Augsburger Allgemeine (350,000 
sales), the Dusseldorf-based Rheinische Post (490,000) and Die 
Rheinpfalz (250,000) easily outsell national titles such as Frank-
furter Rundschau (203,000) and Munchner Merkur (200,000).
Manual Ochsenreiter, editor in chief of Zuerst! News Maga-
zine, said,”In Germany, we have a wide range of different re-
gional press products. The regional press not only has a pure 
informative function but also an important social and eco-
nomic function.
“In the past the regional press was also a sort of ‘reservoir 
of human resources’ for journalism and an important factor 
in the pluralism of opinions. The variety of different politi-
cal views and opinions was also represented by the regional 
press products.”

He adds, “But this positive element has disappeared almost 
completely due to what we call ‘press concentration’. The vast 
majority of former independent regional media became part of 
one of the huge national media corporations. 
“The reasons for that development are obvious: for regional 
press publishing houses it became expensive to employ jour-
nalists and writers. And the huge national media corporations 
had an interest to enlarge their media market penetration.”

The result? 

“Regional media products became integrated in the large cor-
porations. They kept their regional ‘outfit’ (name, layout) but 
the news coverage about international and domestic politics 
is provided by the media corporation. The regional and local 
news coverage is still done in the regional media house by 
local journalists. 
“This development reduces the relevancy of regional media to 
local and regional events like sports, festivals and some local 
politics,” says Manual Ochsenreiter.
The total circulation figures for some 350 German daily news-
papers comes to 25 million but the financial footing of the 
classic daily (and regional) press is under pressure: the younger  
generation is reading fewer newspapers and advertising reve-
nue, the most important financial pillar of the press, is clearly 
declining on the back of the financial crisis of 2008-09.
Like France and Germany (but unlike the UK) regional news-
paper circulation figures in Italy are often larger than those of 
national papers.
However, Italian journalist Enrico Acone thinks the Net is 
sounding the “death knell” for all,  “Some 70 percent of all 
Italians are now online and all manner of content tends to 
be procured from the internet, which among almost all age 
groups has now advanced to become a leading medium.”
Another standpoint comes from former newspaper executive 
Anthony Longden who, in his new book, “What Do We Mean 
By Local? argues that the advent of free newspapers was a key 
moment in the regional industry’s decline.
When it comes to debating the future of the regional press 
and what might happen with the revolution in the printed 
press, it is well worth considering the views of Paul Marston, a 
veteran UK-based provincial journalist who has been involved 
in England’s provincial press for over 50 years.
“I must say I feel sad to see the steady – and at times not so 
steady – decline in the power of the media. It seems to me the 
so-called ‘Political Class’ are hell bent on removing the power 
from the press, no doubt inspired by the fact that the Daily 
Telegraph uncovered the shocking expenses fiddling that was 
rife in the Houses of Parliament.
“Yes, the newspapers have made mistakes, like the tapping of 
high-profile people’s phones, but it has proved an expensive 
error and unlikely to be repeated. But the way reporters have 
been hounded by the police, locked up without charge, and 
subsequently found not guilty of any offence, is a fair indica-
tion of how things will be if the country’s leaders are allowed 
to stifle criticism and allow the police to abuse their powers 
while turning a blind eye to the reasons for so much sexual 

exploitation of children, and the misdemeanors of people in 
high places.”
Marston asks, “Where will ordinary members of the population 
go for support if they have serious complaints about official-
dom and newspapers are unable to help them? It is very sad 
to see the way the provincial press in England is shrinking, 
mainly through the impact of the internet which has obviously 
caused a considerable loss of income through advertising. That 
seems unavoidable.”
He says that once “hugely successful” local papers, “vital to their 
communities”, have suffered from loss of income and loss of cir-
culation and now are putting an increasing amount of time and 
energy providing a news and sport service via their websites.
“Will the time come in the not-too-distant future when the 
much-loved family newspapers disappear and people will 
only be able to read what’s happening in their districts if 
they have computers?
“Personally I dread the thought. Ever since I took early re-
tirement I have had to continue buying two, and sometimes 
three, newspapers every week day, and a couple on Sundays. I 
much prefer to read my news in a newspaper, but perhaps I’m 
part of a dying breed. Schoolchildren are taught on computers 
and will grow up reading news on screen, perhaps thinking 
newspapers are quaint. I hope not, but you can see the trend.
Watching my grandchildren with their tablets, laptops, desk-
tops and not too many books on the shelves scares me.
“I have witnessed the death of many much-loved local weekly 
newspapers. Where will it all end, and who will benefit from 
the steady loss of the printed word? Joe Public will be the los-
er, for sure. The toffs will get by with those ‘nasty’ newshounds 
off their backs.”
It could be argued that the challenges for quality print jour-
nalism are to be found less in the trend to monopolies and far 
more in the question of financing the medium. Examples such 
as European.de are a proof of the fact that quality journalism 
is not necessarily tied to the printed press.
Ross Hawkes, senior lecturer in Journalism at Birmingham City 
University is among those who believe that “hyperlocal” news, 
or community journalism, is the way forward.
He says, “There is no doubt that lessons could be learned from 
both sides of the battle for local audiences. Traditional media 
has years of experience behind it, while new start-ups and 
hyperlocal initiatives have the spirit of adventure within them. 
However, the barrier between the two is still firmly up in some 
quarters. The phrase ‘citizen journalist’ is often trotted out in a 
derisory manner by many of the old school within the industry 
as a way of undermining the efforts of some new model jour-
nalism enterprises to give greater power to their audience.”
If, when it comes to musing on the rise and fall – and possible 
rise again of our regional press, it is good to conclude on an 
optimistic note, then listen to Blanche Sainsbury, chairman 
of Local Media Works, a new industry-wide marketing body 
designed to promote the local press to potential advertisers 
and media agencies.
She insists that local newspapers remain the most trusted 
news medium as well as the most effective for driving con-
sumer action. And, to that, we will all say “here, here!”
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New Year’s Reception organised by the EU Representation Of-
fice for Belgium and the Information Office of the EU Parlia-
ment in Belgium.

The EACD Meets the EU: A new institutional set-up - com-
munication challenges and opportunities

On January 29th, the EACD organized a panel discussion with 
key institutional spokespersons : Preben Aamann, Spokesper-
son, European Council; Jaume Duch, Spokesperson, European 
Parliament; Matteo Maggiore, Director of Communications, 
European Investment Bank; Margaritis Schinas, Spokesperson, 
European Commission.

“Roles and Responsibilities of the Media in the Age of (Dis)
information.”

On Wednesday 17 March, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs Doug Frantz discussed journalistic challenges and 
opportunities in an evolving media environment, particularly 
when confronted with disinformation and propaganda cam-
paigns. 

Liège accueillera du 20 au 23 juillet 2015, le Forum Mon-
dial de la Langue Française sur le thème « La francophonie 
créative »

Depuis 2012, la francophonie internationale compte un nou-
veau rendez-vous : le Forum mondial de la langue française. La 
présentation de cette 2e édition qui se tiendra à Liège du 20 au 
23 juillet 2015, s’est déroulée ce jeudi 19 mars 2015 au Press 
Club Brussels Europe en présence de Mr. Rudy Demotte (photo), 
Ministre-Président de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles. 

Brussels  
Press Club’s Life

Press Club
Brussels

Europe
“Confiscation of Criminal and Illegal Assets : European Per-
spectives in Combat Against Serious Crime”.

On Tuesday 24 March 2015, the national chapters of Bulgar-
ia, Italy and Romania of Transparency International organized 
a conference on “Confiscation of Criminal and Illegal Assets : 
European Perspectives in Combat Against Serious Crime” in the 
presence of the Vice President of the European Commission for 
Budget and Human Resources, Ms. Kristalina Georgieva.

“Brexit” by the author Denis MacShane.

On Wednesday 25 March 2015, the Britain’s former Europe 
Minister Denis MacShane moderated a debate on his book’s 
theme. Will Britain leave the EU?

Europolitics celebrated the publication of its 5,000 issue.

Founded in 1972, Europolitics, the leading independent source 
of European news celebrated the publication of its 5,000th is-
sue at The Press Club Brussels Europe on Monday 20 April 2015. 

Reception in honour of H.E. Mr. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cuba

On Wednesday 22 April 2015, more than 120 Ambassadors and 
Eu officials attended the Cuban Embassy reception in honour 
of H.E. Mr. Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Cuba.
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THE FACTS ABOUT UKRAINE 
BROUGHT TO YOU DAILY

www.open4business.com.ua

Sign up for the free biweekly 
newsletter on the website

Brussels Representative Office of the Ukrainian League of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, 
168 Avenue de Cortenbergh, B-1000 Brussels. Tel/Fax: +32 2 736 72 13 Email: brussels@uspp.org.ua

European
Locations : 

La Place Jourdan
By Bruno Mariani

It is a small charming square in the municipality of Etter-
beek close to the European Parliament, the European Com-
mission and the Council.
Unlike Place du Luxembourg next to the European Parlia-
ment, Place Jourdan is visited not only by an international 
public who work in the European institutions but also by the 
Belgian locals.
It is surrounded by terraces where you can taste the most 
famous Belgian beers and eat in restaurants with a great 
variety of cuisines  (Italian, Greek, Indian, Tunisian, Belgian, 
Bio, etc.).
A prestigious hotel, Sofitel, accommodates visitors to the 
capital.
There is a wide variety of shops and services including a 
pharmacy and a hair salon. On weekdays, the square is a car 
park but  on Sundays it becomes a large market.
These numerous terraces invade the sidewalks and provide 

a very friendly atmosphere especially 
during sunny days. However, the most 
important feature of this square is La 
Friterie Antoine, a true representation 
of “belgitude” in all its splendour whose 
reputation goes far beyond the borders 
of Belgium.

In describing it, The New York Times 
chose “The best french fries of the world” 

as a title.
Numerous celebrities from Brussels show 

business come to try the Best Belgian Fries.

What is so special about these famous Belgian fries?

Well, they only use Bintje potatoes cut into thick rec-
tangular shapes and double fried in beef fat.

They are served in a triple layer paper cone and decorated 
with a choice of sauces (mayonnaise, American, Andalusian 
or Samurai, etc.).

But beware that the queue is always long! You can also or-
der a “fricandelle”, a traditional Belgian sausage.

What it is made out of still remains a mystery but it is very tasty!

These gastronomic Mikado golden chopsticks do not lack 
aesthetics!
You can move to a terrace with a beer and enjoy your fries 
there. In the beginning, your fingers will be covered in sauce, 
but by the end it will be your whole hand as you attempt to 
get the fries from the bottom of the cone.
This experience definitely lacks table manners but it is so 
enjoyable!

Bruges has devoted a whole museum to Belgian Fries. 

It is a MUST!
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Go Diplomatic Relocations, Go Gosselin

No matter where in the world diplomats are relocating from or to, Gosselin Mobility can handle it. 
We know that government-sponsored relocations involve a range of requirements not encountered in 
other types of moves, so we have our own specialist diplomatic moving service which caters for the 
specific needs of diplomats, officials and the military (and their families).

As part of the Gosselin Group, an international logistics and mobility powerhouse with 48 offices in 
32 countries worldwide, we provide fully integrated diplomatic relocations packages across the globe. 
From relocating personal effects and vehicles to providing diplomatic sealing and customs clearance, 
we have the experience, the resources and the passion to take care of it all.

Want an idea of the areas we can help you with? 

 � Worldwide door-to-door diplomatic moves
 � Worldwide diplomatic car shipping
 � Customs clearance
 � Diplomatic sealing
 � Duty-free imports and VAT exemption
 � Professional packing
 � Secure worldwide storage
 � Home and school search
 � Shipments by air 
 � Various moving related services such as pet shipping, cleaning services, etc.

With over 80 years’ experience behind us, we’re absolute experts in making the transition to or from 
a new post as smooth as possible. What is more, our diplomatic relocations team are enthusiastic, 
efficient and enjoy a challenge: no matter how big or small the relocation, and no matter where in the 
world you’re off to, they look forward to crafting a tailor-made solution for you.

Want to find out more? We will be more than happy to discuss your every requirement:

Gosselin Mobility Services
T +32 2 752 21 60
E diplomatic@gosselingroup.eu
W moving.gosselingroup.eu 
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Photo : “ Le Leopold” à Pointe- à- Pitre

From Campania
to Guadeloupe, no return

By Maria Laura Franciosi

An Italian ship, the “Leopoldo”, arrived at Pointe-à-Pitre  
in Guadeloupe in the French Antilles. It came from 
Meta di Sorrento. The ship’s Captain, the 30 year old 
Leopoldo Petrelluzzi, was the older brother of my great 
grandfather, Giuseppe Petrelluzzi, both of them captains 
on the vessels of their father Ferdinando who was a 
shipowner in Meta di Sorrento. It was 14 February 1896, 
St. Valentine’s Day. 

A brig arrives at Guadeloupe 

When the ship reached the “Butterfly” Island (that is how 
the inhabitants affectionately call their island for its butter-
fly shape), Captain Leopoldo Petrelluzzi did not expect that 
he would stay there for the rest of his life. 
Just like Cristoforo Colombo, who “discovered” Guadeloupe 
four hundred years earlier on his second trip to the East 

Indies, Captain Petrelluzzi from Meta di 
Sorrento was fascinated by its beauty. 
Pristine beaches as far as the eye can 
see, sea of shades of blue and emerald 
green, lush tropical vegetation and an 
abun-dance of water sources, as in the 
mountains of the Sorrento Peninsula, 

and even the Soufrière volcano, shaped 
vaguely like his beloved Mount Vesuvius. 

However, it was an encounter with a young 
lady, Laurence Collin de La Roncière, who 

lived with her family on one of the islands, 
in the harbour of the port of Pointe-à-Pitre, 

that persuaded the Captain to stay. He took his 
“Leopold” back to Italy but soon after he returned 

to Guadeloupe as a passenger to marry “his” Laurence. 
In 1898 he bought an island next to his beloved’s one, 

which accord- ing to the current nautical charts still bears 
the name of Petrelluzzi. Alexis Léger (aka Saint John Perse), 
a famous French poet and Nobel Literature Prize winner in 
1960, was born on this little island, also called “the island 
of leaves”. 
It was where Leopoldo Petreluzzi’s Caribbean adventure 
began, as many of his descendants remember (there were 
about 300), many of them still living in Guadeloupe. 

Background 

After the unification of Italy in the second half of the 19th 
century, the Italian tricolour began to appear on ships 
worldwide. New Italian shipowners became active, and be-
gan to compete with strong English, German, French, Dutch 
and Scandinavian companies not only for transporting peo-
ple but also for goods. 
As early as the first half of the 19th century, trade by the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies had become one of the most 
active throughout the Mediterranean. The Neapolitan ship-
owners controlled more than a third of the merchant fleet 

of the Two Sicilies. Many ships were built specifically for 
transatlantic crossings. 
After the unification of Italy many maritime cities were built 
to meet the transport demands of the shipbuilding industry 
in the south of Italy. This had been initiated by the Bour-
bons, by Charles III in particular, and continued after the 
unification of Italy in order to strengthen the economy es-
pecially in the Sorrento Peninsula, where the shipyards of 
Castellammare di Stabia, Vico Equense, Meta and Piano di 
Sorrento achieved phenomenal economic development by 
producing tools, sails ropes and other marine equipment… 
and ships of course! Tens of thousands of sailors were re-
cruited for Italian ships to sail the world, many of whom 
came out of the naval schools established in Sorrento, and 
whose fame is still a source of pride for the local population. 
In 1866, the shipyards of Alimuri in Meta di Sorrento had 
eight dry docks where hundreds of workers were employed. 
The Castellammare di Stabia shipyard kept  building brigs 
and schooners which then departed for the northern Euro-
pean routes, the Baltic Sea, the Americas and the Caribbean, 
and even as far away as China and Australia providing other 
countries with Italian products of all kinds. The Mediterra-
nean crews, due to the high demand for transport of food-
stuffs and raw materials for industrial areas and thanks to 
being family run, were able to provide their services at com-
petitive prices and with substantial profits. Ships built in 
the Gulf of Naples were so successful that they were given 
a higher merit category in 1867 in Bureau Veritas, the na-
val registry published in Paris. Shipyards in Procida, Alimuri, 
Piano di Sorrento, Castellammare di Stabia and Equa (Vico 
Equense), in the course of twenty years had built hundreds 
of large ships (between 300 and 500 tonnes), many of which 
were managed by families on the Sorrento Coast. 
The story that I am telling you comes from one of those 
families... 

The Story, Today 

The story of the “brig” of Guadeloupe became shipowners’ 
folklore in Sorrento. It is mentioned in the small boat mu-
seum “Mario Maresca” located in an 18th century house of 
Meta di Sorrento, in a region marked by maritime activities, 
with objects and documents on local trade from 1820 up to 
the First World War. 
A painting of the “Léopold” struggling in a storm also ap-
pears among the “ex-voto” on display at the Sanctuary of 
the Madonna del Lauro, the Virgin Mary as the patron of 
sailors, in Meta di Sorrento. It had been donated to the 
church by Captain Leopoldo Petrelluzzi who survived a ty-
phoon he encountered during a trip from Marseille to New 
York. He was 26 years old and it had been only a year since 
he became the Captain of his father’s “brig”. In the logbook 

Leopoldo himself described the terrible moments in which 
the boat, tossed by the waves, was in danger of sinking. It 
was September 30, 1891. The document described consid-
erable efforts made by the Captain and his sailors to keep 
the brig afloat and to overcome the challenge of the waves, 
with the promise of making an ex-voto to “His Virgin of the 
Laurel” to thank her for saving the ship. 
One of his grandchildren, Claude Petrelluzzi, who was also a 
captain, described in a letter the experience of his grandfather  
Leopold who explained how in difficult times a captain 
“spontaneously addresses God and prays with strength and 
humility, whether he is a believer or not”. The “Léopold” was 
then sold and later renamed “Augusta” under German flag 
and was sunk near the Tunisian coast during the Second 
World War. 

Family from Guadeloupe  

Messages were exchanged and the story that I had heard in 
my childhood as if it was an exotic legend became a true 
story that allowed me to put faces on people with known 
names, to rediscover in their faces some family traits and 
link the place where I was born near Sorrento with an island 
in the Caribbean that attracted Leopoldo from Meta di Sor-
rento when he arrived in the New World. 
It was an unusual family reunion of Italian pride in the mar-
itime traditions of this country when ships were leaving the 
Sorrento Peninsula and crossing the oceans of the world and 
when “Made in Italy” was much more than a commercial 
label. It was also an unforgettable discovery of this part of 
France embedded in the Caribbean with its crown of small 
islands around, Les Saintes and Marie Galante especially 
with its calm life, old customs, traditional rum and white 
and incredibly peaceful beaches. 
It was amazing to me to see how many of the descendants 
of Leopoldo keep alive the image of the land where he came 
from, Meta di Sorrento, where the brig began its adventure. 
The image of Meta di Sorrento, that only few of them have 
visited, remains a magical place linked to a glorious past 
that no one will ever succeed in erasing. They are all proud 
of their origin even though for many of them Meta is just a 
postcard picture. They are proud of the maritime tradition 
of their country, the image of expertise in navigation and 
appreciate the Neapolitan expertise that Meta was able to 
spread throughout the world. They are also proud to live in 
a place like Guadeloupe and to contribute to this wonder-
ful island their labour and experience. In old photographs 
the “Léopold” can be seen moored at Pointe-à-Pitre with 
dockers busily loading the cargo including sugar cane sacks, 
packages of spices used at the time for healing and cooking 
and barrels of rum used by expert Neapolitan cake makers 
to enrich the famous “baba” pastries.
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Guadeloupe between the two World Wars 

Sugar also played a part in  the revival of Guadeloupe - a 
French colony at the beginning of last century. When the 
First World War turned French farmland used for sugar beet 
production into battlefields, the cane from Guadeloupe and 
Martinique enabled France to get the sugar it needed  and 
simultaneously revive the economy of the French over-
seas territories at least until the beginning of the Second 
World War when the French Caribbean also suffered losses. 
Now these two islands are a part of the French administra-
tion, part of the European Union and their currency is the 
euro. Their production of bananas, tasty “European banan-
as”, is being spread in Europe. 
In a letter written by the wife of Leopoldo Petrelluzzi to 
my grandmother Laura Salvati Petrelluzzi on May 18, 1939 
(which was found among the family papers) she was con-
cerned about the future and expressed a great desire for 
peace. “Why - wonders Laurence Petrelluzzi born De La 
Roncière, the woman who had convinced the young Cap-
tain Leopoldo to settle in Guadeloupe - why must the gov-
ernments continue to fight, forcing us to live apart? Why 
does this fear of the future devour us and destroy our plans? 
Peace! How beautiful is this word, and I wish it from the bot-
tom of my heart. I could not leave my island without a fear, 
to come to you, to meet you one last time, to see you and to 
tell you about my love.” And she admits that “after the death 

of Leopoldo, I have no one to talk to about you, my children 
hardly know you.” She asks her Italian sister-in-law “Do 

not forget me. Love me as I love you.” 
The story that I recounted is made out of links that 

oceans cannot break. Contacts can be established 
between successive generations if memory does 
not go. Emigration builds bridges, recreates links, 
transmits the traditions and customs for future 
generations despite the distance. 

Not Only a Tourist Heaven 

Currently, Guadeloupe is a tourist destination for 
its great beauty, suitable for all tastes: sea, moun-

tains, spas, water sports, uncontaminated nature 
and luxury hotels (such as La Creole Beach Hotel at 

Le Goset where I stayed). One can enjoy diving among 
the coral forests, stroking tortoises, sailing, or jet-skiing, 

windsurfing and kite-surfing. And last but not least  a var-
ied cuisine that has absorbed the best of European cuisines, 

especially the French one, and has a wide range of local pro-
duce, fruits and vegetables, fresh fish and tasty meat. 
Tourism, with transport and maritime trade, is one of the 
main activities of the island, or rather of the islands that 
surround Guadeloupe, islands each of which has its own 
characteristics. For example, Marie-Galante, the island of a 
hundred mills, where time seems to have stopped and where 
the flavour of rum seems to hover over the whole territory 
where sugar cane is grown. 
The revival of tourism in the French West Indies - and the 
wider Caribbean with the two French overseas departments 
of Guadeloupe and Martinique – has stimulated the opening 
of new initiatives such as design and fashion. 
On the occasion of a fashion show at the headquarters of 
the local television station in Pointe-à-Pitre that I attended 
on the 4th July, I understood its importance. Madras fab-
rics, printed cotton with typical traditional Indian motifs 
inspired by the Scottish tartans, were used by designer Lo-
rela Nadege Descombes to compose fantastic dresses and 
scarves but also simpler two piece dresses in bright colours 
that delighted the eyes. It was an explosion of colour and 
imagination based on tradition but projected into a future 
of new exchanges, new markets, new proposals. The Indi-
an immigration to Guadeloupe, mixed with local traditions, 
has created new styles which merged with pre-existing ones 
with the addition of Italian style and French know-how. 
This demonstrates that the history of emigration has be-
come a history of integration, whereby the descendants of 
the captain of the brig of Meta di Sorrento became an inte-
gral part of a very different but at the same time very similar 
society they left in 1896. 
They have been there for almost one hundred and twenty years. 

portrait: 
Alain Hutchinson

By Maria Laura Franciosi

Alain Hutchinson explains his new role as the Brussels 
Commissioner for Europe and International Organisations

The Brussels Region has a new face with a new role:  Alain 
Hutchinson, the “Commissioner for Europe and Internation-
al Organisations”.
The Government of the Brussels Region has recently decided 
to strengthen its role as an international capital and has 
asked the former member of the European Parliament (and 
also a former secretary of state and member of the Brussels 
Region for the French Community) to fill the new post.
 
“Do you consider yourself Mr. Europe or Mr. Brussels in Eu-
rope?” He laughs and explains that he is not Mr. Europe since 
“the mission that the Brussels regional government asked me 
to fulfill implies not only contacts with the European institu-
tions but also with other international institutions which have 

their headquarters in  the Brussels Capital 
Region, NATO for example, and a series of 
UN agencies, plus several embassies and 
diplomatic missions”. 
Several countries have up to three dip-
lomatic representations in Brussels, 
those representing their countries to the 
Kingdom of Belgium, those to the EU and 

several to NATO.
 

“My mission - he explains - consists also in 
being available to all associations, federations, 

NGOs present in Brussels which have contacts 
with the European institutions and to the interna-

tional organisations in Brussels. So you can see that I 
am not Mr. Europe, but a person entrusted by the Brus-

sels regional government with organising a real “politique 
de siege” as we say in Brussels, a host region policy”.  
 
This is a responsibility, he explains, that up to now was the 
prerogative of the Belgian Federal State, the so-called “host 
nation policy”, as it is the prerogative of national governments 
in other countries. “But after six different reforms of the state 
in Belgium the regions have acquired much wider competenc-
es within the Belgian system and that specific competence is 
now in the hands of the Brussels-Capital region”. He explains 
that 80-85% of the requests from the international organisa-
tions to the Belgian authorities fall within these competenc-
es, with the regions seeing a considerable increase in their 
powers.  “My role, therefore – he adds – is to help international 
organisations to better function. I am a kind of go-between: 
the Brussels institutions on one side and the international in-
stitutions in Brussels on the other”.
The role of the new Commissioner consists in ensuring that 
the development of the Brussels-Capital Region and the 
needs of its inhabitants go hand in hand especially when 
dealing with urban development, mobility, the quality of 
public spaces, security etc.
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Talking of public spaces, what can he say about the state 
of Rond Point Schuman, the roundabout in the heart of the 
European quarter?
“Indeed – he replies – this is one of the issues we have to deal 
with, together with the European institutions. In this area 
there are also some EU representative offices such as the UK 
one for example. We have to deal with the residents, I am not 
the one who can decide, there are also the municipal author-
ities who decide and in the Schuman area also the region has 
its say. Since my arrival in this post, we have been trying to do 
as much as possible to improve this area where for some time 
important big public works are being carried out. However it is 
difficult to accept the state in which this area is being kept. The 
minister in charge of public works in the Region Pascal Smet 
has very quickly started to meet the people living in this area 
with a provisional reorganisation plan which will be quickly 
in place by the end of this year and a final plan for Rond Point 
Schuman which will be completed by the end of 2017or the 
beginning 2018.  We want to give back this neighbourhood to 
its inhabitants, to all the people who work and live there and 
to transform it into an area where people can walk enjoying 
the amenities and a place that tourists, the people working 
here and those living here can appreciate”.

Another subject of interest for a “commissioner for Europe” is how 
he can help fill the gap between Europe and Brussels residents.
“The older people who used to live in this area – Hutchinson 
replies - have a negative attitude towards Europe since they 
experienced the period when houses were compulsorily  ac-
quired only then to be then razed to the ground.  This has left 
a very negative attitude towards Europe”.

In this healing process, he says, several Belgian agen-
cies will collaborate with him. And he mentions Visit 

Brussels, the agency in charge of tourism within the 
region of which he has been a president. “For my 
part – he says – I will try to convince the politicians 
of the importance of the European institutions, and 
explain to everybody the services that the author-
ities offer to all. We certainly do not consider as 
“invaders” the foreigners who have arrived here 
to work”. Basically, he says, “we want to work in 
the interest of all the people living in Brussels, also 
keeping in mind that European and international 

institutions contribute to the wealth of Brussels for 
10% of its GDP and represent 16% of the Brussels 

workforce.  Europe expects from us quick responses 
and warranties for security for example. And we have 

to guarantee the rights of the people living here: this is 
not a European bunker, which closes at 6 pm when people 

leave their offices”. And explains that he wants to bring life 
back to this area with the creation of the Maison de l’Europe 
(The House of Europe) and the Parlamentarium which has 
already been visited by thousands of people.

The House of Europe? What is this?  “It is - he answers - an 
initiative of the European Parliament to present the history 
of Europe (animation, cultural activities etc.). It is scheduled 
to open in 2016. It will be housed in a building within the 
Park Leopold. We are working on it”.

So how could one describe the rôle of the “commissioner 
for Europe”? A political or a lobbying one?  “I would say 
essentially political, a role linked to Europe and to the inter-
national framework. Remember that I also deal with NATO 
which is in Brussels. My rôle is to present to the international 
authorities the projects that we want to realise”.
 
Is there a project that you cherish most, I finally ask. “What 
I dream of, since I am the first commissioner of this kind, is 
to give my region an international rôle, helping all the people 
who live here, who work in the institutions, the expats, the 
people of Brussels, the tourists, all together”. And he explains 
that the “expat welcome desk” operating within the office of 
the Brussels Commissioner for Europe and the international 
Organisations, is following in the steps of the BLBE (Bureau 
de Liaison Bruxelles Europe) of which he had also been in 
charge previously. This, he explains, is a very practical and 
concrete service for all people living in Brussels, which has 
already created a very good link both at institutional and 
personal levels with the people living here.

“We have to remember – he concludes – that expats are also 
people from Brussels, because they live here, just like my father 
who was a British soldier who arrived in Belgium on one of the 
boats landing in Normandy. And he decided to stay”.

DOES THE MORE INTERMITTENT USE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 
SIGNIFY MORE UNCERTAINTY? WILL EU COUNTRIES BE ABLE 
TO DEAL WITH THIS ON THEIR OWN?  

Renewable energy, and especially its intermittent nature, does in-
deed create new challenges for the electrical system. Networks, 
and in particular electricity distribution networks, are central 
to the resolution of these issues, not only through their stren-
gthening and modernisation, but also due to the emergence of 
smart grids.  This implies a European approach, both in order to 
compensate for the intermittent nature of renewable energy on a 
continental level, and to share costs and encourage innovation. 

WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO THE ADVANCED ELECTRICITY 
STORAGE PROJECTS SUCH AS TESLA’S POWERWALL?  WILL 
THE REGIONS NOT BENEFIT MORE FROM A BETTER ELECTRI-
CITY STORAGE SYSTEM THAN AN IMPROVED NETWORK SYS-
TEM? 

Storage is one of the four priority areas in network R&D. The 
feedback which Tesla is receiving is shedding light on expecta-
tions in this field. However, storage should not be seen as being 
in opposition to networks, but rather as a complement to them, 
offering a more complete range of services and lower prices to 
consumers.

HOW MANY BILLIONS OF EUROS OF INVESTMENTS WILL NEED 
TO BE SPENT ON ELECTRICAL NETWORKS UNTIL 2020 AND 
WHY?

Between now and 2020, the sums to be invested are 150 billion 
for electricity transport and over 200 billion for its distribution. 
These considerable amounts correspond to the need to deve-
lop interconnections, to adapt the networks to renewable energy 
sources and new uses such as electric cars, and also to renovate 
ageing structures. 

WHY HAVE YOU ASKED FOR A EUROPEAN ENERGY DATA PLAT-
FORM IN YOU REPORT? WHAT COULD BE THE AIM OF SUCH A 
PLATFORM?

The issue of data and its access is key in order for users to be 
able to fully manage their consumption. It is also essential for 
the development of smart grids. But this also leads to questions 
regarding cybersecurity and the protection of privacy. Fully re-
plying to these issues with certainty and coherence requires an 
important European framework.

THE LOCAL NETWORK OPERATORS - KNOWN AS THE DISTRI-
BUTION SYSTEM OPERATORS OR DSOS - ARE OFTEN FOCUSED 
ON LOCAL ISSUES. HOW CAN WE ENCOURAGE CROSS-BOR-
DER COOPERATION? WHY IS THIS OF IMPORTANCE? 

The electricity distribution models often vary between countries. 
This presents both challenges regarding the convergence of 
practices and regulations, but also opportunities, since this di-
versity favours innovation. By encouraging European exchange 
in this area, for example through the European Territories Forum 
which I am advocating, participants could benefit from conside-
rable expertise and hence bring about good practice.

HOW CAN WE CONCRETELY ENCOURAGE COORDINATION 
BETWEEN EU MEMBER STATES, DSOS AND TSOS IN ORDER 
TO GAIN MORE SECURE ENERGY PROVISION?

Pragmatic solutions must be favoured within existing European 
organisations so as to increase the sharing and convergence of 
regulations. I am thinking of ENTSO/EDSO, of ACER, and also 
of the Pentalateral Energy Forum. Moreover, it appears that the 
TSO/DSOs have been cooperating on a number of occasions and 
they should be helped along on this path.

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON THE ROLE OF THE REGIONS? 

Regions have a key role to play in energy transition, notably in 
the context of the deployment of renewable energies, the impro-
vement of energy efficiency and the promotion of low carbon 
modes of transport. My recommendation (n°4 - report to the Pre-
sident of the French Republic) is to create a European Territories 
Forum, which could be supported by a European institution (this 
could be the Committee of the Regions?); this would allow for a 
mainstreaming of local European good practices, and for a de-
bate on the optimal coherence between local, national and Euro-
pean regulations, as well as on the acceptability of energy pro-
jects. Furthermore, this would reinforce solidarity between urban 
and rural areas, and favour a better coordination and distribution 
of general interest investments with impact on a local level. 

      

Michel Derdevet, 
General Secretary and member of the board of ERDF 
(Electricité Réseau Distribution France)

ADVERTORIAL
L’ENERGIE RENOUVELABLE PROJETÉE VERS LE FUTUR
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The Diplomatic Platform of the Press Club Europe Brussels is 
an exciting new initiative offering a limited series of exclusive 
programming for the growing number of diplomatic, governmental 
and regional representation members of the Club.  These activities are 
a complement to the thirty-plus public programs the Club offers each 
month.   The Platform offers two to three thematic and networking 
opportunities a month for diplomatic members. The Platform was 
officially launched on March 9, 2015, by Mr. Alain Hutchinson, 
Brussels Commissioner for Europe and International Organizations, 
in the presence of some 80 members and specially invited guests, 
including Mr. Laurent Brihay, Executive Director of the Club.  

Thematic programs thus far have including a briefing on the sta-
tus of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) by 
Robert Gordon, Senior Advisor for Europe, Sorini, Samet & Asso-
ciates, on February 19, 2015, and a briefing on the current situa-
tion in Ukraine by Ambassador Kostiantyn Yelisieiev, Ambassador 
of the Mission of the Ukraine to the European Union, on April 
14, 2015.  The Head of the Diplomatic Platform is former U.S. 
diplomat Viktor Sidabras.  Of Lithuanian origin, Mr Sidabras is a 
dual national committed to European integration.  He has served 
in Belgium, (West) Germany, Liberia, Norway, Lithuania, Sweden, 
Russia and again Belgium, besides numerous postings in the U.S.  
He last served as the U.S. Spokesperson to the European Union, 
2010-2013.

The Diplomatic 
Platform of the Press Club 
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YOUR TIME 
IS PRECIOUS.
That’s why you’ll want to choose , the economy class  
that adapts itself to your business needs.

• Flex: your ticket is fully changeable and refundable, and you can also  
take an earlier flight, with no additional fees.

• Fast: skip the queues with a dedicated check-in, security Fast Lane  
and priority boarding.

brusselsairlines.com
or your travel agency.


