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Since 1959, the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational 
Achievement (IEA) has been conducting cross-national assessments in elementary and 
secondary schools. These assessments focus on the content and outcomes of teaching and 
learning in school subjects like mathematics, science and mother tongue. The studies take 
advantage of the variation between and within countries in describing the educational 
reality at a certain moment in time (Robitaille & Garden, 1989), characterizing 
developments over time (Keeves, 1992) and analyzing which educational practices are 
beneficial for promoting learning outcomes (Postlethwaite & Ross, 1992). 

New technological developments in the 1980s, especially with regard to computers, 
gave rise to worldwide discussions and high expectations about new possibilities for 
changing the learning environment and learning outcomes with this new technology. 
In order to describe and analyze the situation with regard to the infusion of computers in 
education, IEA started in 1987 the 'Computers in Education' (Comped) study. This study 
was conducted in two stages. In 1989 data were collected on school and teacher level. In 
1992 the study was repeated and extended with measures of students' knowledge and 
skills in handling computers. 

A description of the extent and types of computer use in 1989 was given by 
Pelgrum & Plomp (1991), while a selection of national results will be published in the 
journal Computers in Education. 

This issue of Studies in Educational Evaluation contains a selection of papers in 
which the data from 1989 were further analyzed, and an article by Anderson and Collis 
who describe the rationales and procedures for the construction of tests which were used 
in stage 2 of the study. 
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Note 

Below is a key  for the acronyms used throughout  this ~ssue to indicate the participating counmes .  

Belgium - Flemish 

Belgium - French 

Canada - British Columbia 

China 

France 

Federal Republic o f  Germany  

Greece 

Hungary  

India 

Israel 

Japan 

Luxembourg  

The  Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Poland 

Portugal 

Slovenla 

Switzerland 

Umted  States o f  A m e n c a  


