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Workshop C2.2

This second workshop session will be a facilitated discussion with the aim of drawing together the
findings from the previous workshop and contributing to the development of a framework for in-
tegrated assessment

Session C2 abstracts (in order of presentation)

Integrating Impact Assessment into Decision-Making Processes for Global and Regional
Trade Agreements
Clive George, Colin Kirkpatrick; The University of Manchester, clive.george@man.ac.uk

The paper draws on experience since 1999 of conducting sustainability impact assessments under
the European Commission’s SIA programme for WTO trade negotiations, and for regional free
trade areas in which the EU is the major partner.  The technical aspects of impact assessment and
the issues of stakeholder participation are examined in relation to the aim of contributing to ne-
gotiating decisions, and to the development of parallel policy measures for mitigating or enhanc-
ing potential impacts.  Some of the lessons learned apply equally to multilateral trade agreements
and regional agreements, while others differ.  In both cases, key methodological issues are identi-
fied which need to be addressed in order to achieve successful integration of impact assessment
into policy-making.

Integrated Assessment and Planning for Sustainable Development
Antoni Minetti, Lorenzo Federiconi; Regione Marche Dipartimento Territorio e Ambiente, P.F. Autorità
Ambientale Regionale; antonio.minetti@regione.marche.it, lorenzo.federiconi@regione.marche.it

Recovery Plan for the Area at High Risk of Environmental Crisis (Ancona, Falconara and Lower Esino
Valley):  An Integrated Governance and Planning Model

A portion of the territory of Marche Region, was declared a nationally relevant Area at High Risk
of Environmental Crisis, due to a troublesome coexistence of high density settlements, highly haz-
ardous plants, and internationally relevant infrastructures. Many environmental factors are in a
critical condition.

After the declaration, a series of scientific studies was carried out by a joint work group including
experts from universities, consultants and public officers belonging to different disciplines and
sectors. These studies allowed identification of the main critical points and especially the high
level of complexity of the environmental situation in which each problem has a feedback on the
others.

So this has been the occasion to undertake a process of concerted governance in which all rel-
evant stakeholders (public administrations at different levels, private-public consortia managing
infrastructures such as transport, energy provision etc., private companies) are involved.

Such process led to the elaboration of the recovery plan for this area. The plan is an innovative,
integrated instrument that steers the territorial transformations towards environmental
sustainability. The Plan is the first in its kind to test a governance model at the local planning
level with a view of the wider territorial context.

From Strategic Integrated Assessment Towards Strategic Integral Area Development
Inge de Kort, University of Twente, i.a.t.dekort@utwente.nl

Since space is scarce and most spatial functions are competitive, these functions have to be coor-
dinated efficiently in order to make optimal use of the space. An integrated approach is needed to
be able to develop areas. Integral area development is the alignment of different spatial functions
leading to an overall solution for a specific area. It tries to make efficient use of coherence between the
functions; e.g., the value of houses increase if located near a water stream with a wide view.

Traditionally, a strong hierarchical approach was assumed in spatial planning; the central government
was responsible for long-term and strategic decisions. The current shift from government to gover-
nance implies a development of governing styles that entails a broad network of actors. An addi-
tional complicating factor is that actors operate on different government levels.
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In finding coherence between the spatial functions and to use the existing interdependencies efficiently,
the multiple functions (product) and multiple actors (process) have to be coordinated. Practice shows
that this coordination is inadequate, for example because of problems with legal procedures and prob-
lems with public, private and public-private partnerships. Current literature focuses on either process
management or integral/ comprehensive planning. Hardly any literature can be found on how to manage
integral processes between spatial functions. This paper therefore describes the bottlenecks and defines
solution directions.

WFD and SEA: Mutual Benefits and Possible Synergies (Case Study of Ukraine)
Olena Borysova, Academy of Municipal Economy, borysova@velton.kharkov.ua

SEA interrelations with other strategic processes such as, for example, implementation of inte-
grated water resources management as required by the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EU
(WFD), could become one of the important drivers of SEA development.

WFD is a major piece of strategic European environmental legislation. It requires intensive in-
volvement of non-EU countries in shared resources management, in particular of international
river basins; introduces integrated  approaches towards the management of water resources, and
foresees strategic planning of water resources usage.

Both WFD implementation and the SEA process are relatively new environmental policy instru-
ments designed to meet the needs of a democratic society with a market-based economy. If these
two strategic approaches are linked together, their effectiveness and efficiency may be signifi-
cantly reinforced. The research addresses existing practice and perspectives of WFD implementa-
tion and SEA process development.

Research is focused on Ukraine, which has recently ratified UNECE SEA Protocol (2003), declared Eu-
ropean focus as a strategic development priority and is putting significant efforts into harmonizing its leg-
islative and regulative framework with current European trends. Case studies based on the international
river basins districts are used to illustrate research findings.

Session C3 SEA and Environmental Planning and Management
Topic chair:  William Sheate, Envir. Policy & Management Group, w.sheate@imperial.ac.uk

The purpose of this session is to explore the evolving linkages and relationships between SEA and
environmental planning and management tools, and to exchange experience of real examples
where these tools have been or could be used together effectively. Key questions will focus on
theoretical and practical issues, including:

• What are the benefits of making linkages between tools?

• Do we need new tools or can we make existing tools work better together?

• How do SEA and other tools working together fit with decision-making processes?

Workshop C3.1

Potential Benefits of Combining Different Environmental Management Tools. Sara Emilsson, Sara
Tyskeng

Incorporating Strategic Environmental Analysis (SEAn) in Local Development Planning and En-
hancing Decentralized Environmental Management: current efforts in Nicaragua. Amparo van der
Zee Arias, Pablo Castillo, Martha Klein

The Challenge of Nuclear Decommissioning: The Role of SEA in the Planning Process. Lutz
Blank

Contributions of Baseline Sustainable Zoning for SEA. I S D Oliveira, de Souza and Montano

Workshop discussion: This will revolve around a number of key topic questions, including those
emerging from the papers.




